Chairman’s Report 2014

I am pleased to report that the Martingale’s roads are finally complete and we just await the final landscaping to take place at Stone Close.

The Precept increase of 25% has arisen because we have held back increasing it in the past few years and indeed it reduced in one year. This year’s increase is due to the costs of the amount of work the Parish Council plans this year.

The planting has taken place on the North side of Station Road approaching the Station to deter parking in this area. We look forward to it becoming a pleasant focal point for the road.

Dog fouling continues to be a problem even after over £1000 being spent on bins and removal of waste. This matter is frequently mentioned in the Gossip asking dog walkers to clean up after their animals.

The allotments are full and there is a waiting list to take up plots. An association has just been formed by the holders themselves.

The bottle and clothes banks have now been removed following the Borough having taken over glass bottle collection. We hope that Parishioners will continue to take their unwanted clothes to charity banks.

This year we are again holding our annual fete. The Parish Council covers the Insurance costs. A proportion of profits will again come to the Parish Council for use towards the proposed Multi Use Games Area on the Recreation Ground.

We await the new Highway signs for the Village Hall corner, which were part of the Parish Partnership with Norfolk County Council for 2014. Funds were also secured for the planting at Station Road.

The Village hall and Car park Leases with the Diocese are completed and we are awaiting completion of a new Lease for the Glebe Field which will continue to be an Open Space for all Parishioners to enjoy for the next 10 years.  

2015 is an important year for not only the highest tier of Government but also the first tier which is the Parish Council and the second which is the Borough Council as candidates stand for all places in May 2015. We look forward to a pro active and friendly Parish Council for the future.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our contractors including Sherry our litter picker for doing a splendid job and Robert for his continual expertise as our handyman.
I would also like to express my thanks and gratitude to our clerk Sherril for her never ending patience, courtesy and knowledge.

Finally my thanks go to my fellow councillors for their support and good representation of the council throughout the last year.
Thank you.

Jean Golding (MRS)
Chairman
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