[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held Thursday, 12th May 2016 at 7.35pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding (re-elected)
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell (re-elected)
				Councillors			Cllr R Beeby
								Cllr T Bradley
								Cllr A King
								Cllr I Mack (from Item 49.4/16)
								Cllr A Prior
								Cllr A Wiles
			Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		1


43/16	Election of Chairman of the Council
The outgoing Chairman asked for nominations for Chairman of the Council.

Proposed – Cllr Leedell					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That Cllr Golding is elected Chairman of Watlington Parish Council for the ensuing year.

All in favour

There being no other nominations, Cllr Golding was duly elected.  Cllr Golding read, signed and dated her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Clerk duly countersigned it.

44/16	Election of Vice Chairman of the Council
The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice Chairman of the Council.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That Cllr Leedell is elected Vice Chairman of Watlington Parish Council for the ensuing year.

All in favour

There being no other nominations, Cllr Leedell was duly elected.  Cllr Leedell read, signed and dated her Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Clerk duly countersigned it.

45/16	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr D Hooker (work commitment), County Cllr B Long (BCKL&WN Mayor Making) and Borough Cllr P Hodson (BCKL&WN Mayor Making).

The apologies were accepted.

Cllr C Davies did not attend the meeting.

46/16	Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday, 7th April 2016

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr King

That the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 7th April 2016 (items 29/16-42/16) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

47/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

48/16	Review of Council Panels and Outside Body Representation (circulated with agenda)
48.1/16	Council Panels
48.1.1/16	Community Projects – Currently Cllrs Beeby, Golding, Hooker, Mack and Wiles
Cllrs Beeby, Golding and Wiles were duly appointed onto the Community Projects Panel.  Cllrs Hooker and Mack were not present at the meeting and would be invited to stand on this Panel following the meeting.

48.1.2/16	Finance – Currently Cllrs Golding, Leedell and Wiles
Cllrs Golding, Leedell and Wiles were duly appointed onto the Finance Panel.

48.1.3/16	Environment – Currently Cllrs Davies, Golding and Leedell
Cllrs Golding and Leedell were duly appointed onto the Environment Panel.  Cllr Davies was not present at the meeting and would be invited to stand on this Panel following the meeting.

48.1.4/16	Internal Finance Control – Currently Cllr Hooker
Cllr Hooker was not present at the meeting and would be invited to stand on the Internal Finance Control Panel following the meeting.

48.1.5/16	Play Area Inspections – Currently Cllrs Davies, Hooker, King and Mr Peter Smith (non-voting rights)
Cllr King was duly appointed onto the Play Area Inspections Panel.  Cllrs Davies and Hooker and Mr Smith were not present at the meeting and would be invited to stand on this Panel following the meeting.

48.1.5.1/16	Play Area Inspections Terms of Reference
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the play area inspection reports must be completed on a fortnightly basis for insurance purposes and handed to the Clerk for safekeeping.

48.2/16	Appointed Representatives
48.2.1/16	Village Hall – Currently Cllrs Golding and Leedell
Cllrs Golding and Leedell were duly appointed as representatives of the Village Hall.

48.2.1.1/16	Village Hall Terms of Reference
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that a Council office risk assessment had been written by the Clerk in October 2015 in accordance with the Village Hall Lease Agreement.  This would be considered for adoption under Item 49.5/16.
	
48.2.2/16	Village Fete – Cllr Hooker
Cllr Hooker was not present at the meeting and would be invited to stand as an appointed representative of the Village Fete.  Cllr Leedell volunteered to stand to ensure the distribution of Village Fete meeting minutes were circulated to the Council.  Cllr Leedell was duly appointed.

49/16	Review of Council policies and procedures (circulated with agenda)
49.1/16	Standing Orders
49.1.1/16	Review of Standing Order 8(c)
It was agreed to amend Standing Order 8(c) as follows:
Applications must be received no later than five working days in advance of the meeting at which the application is presented.

The Standing Orders were approved with the above amendment.


49.2/16	Financial Regulations (including Martingales Estate Financial Plan)
The Financial Regulations were approved with no amendments required.

49.2.1/16	Chairman’s Allowance
The Clerk reported that the Chairman’s annual allowance was a small sum that could be allocated to the Chairman to help pay for activities undertaken in the role of Chairman.  The Clerk advised that the Chairman undertook a great deal of travel and telephone calls and attended Civic events on behalf of the Council and confirmed that most Town and Parish Councils did provide an allowance for the Mayor/Chairman of the Council and that this Council should consider doing so.

A short discussion took place.  It was agreed that £7.50 per month be allocated in the budget for the Chairman’s allowance, to be paid annually in March.

Proposed – Cllr Prior					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That this Council awards a 2016/2017 Chairman’s allowance of £7.50 per month and that the total of £90.00 be paid to the presiding Chairman on an annual basis in March.

All in favour

49.3/16	Asset Register
The Clerk reported that the Asset Register had been updated in sequence with the insurance policy but required a full review to ensure items were not over/under insured.  It was noted that the insurance renewal was due end July 2016.  The Finance Panel agreed to meet on Wednesday, 15th June 2016 at 7.00pm to review the register, update items accordingly and report back to the Council at the July meeting.

Cllr Mack arrived at the meeting at 7.22pm.

49.4/16	Risk Assessment – Council Procedures
The Risk Assessment for Council Procedures was reviewed and no amendments were required.

49.5/16	Risk Assessment – Council Office
The Risk Assessment for the Council Office was a new policy for adoption.

Proposed – Cllr Bradley					Seconded – Cllr King

That the Risk Assessment for the Council Office is adopted.

All in favour

The Clerk would forward a signed copy to Mr Mike Cooke of the Village Hall Management Committee.

49.6/16	Existing Contracts
The Existing Contracts were reviewed and no amendments were required.

49.7/16	Freedom of Information
The Freedom of Information Model Scheme was reviewed and no amendments were required.

49.8/16	Grant Aid Policy
The Grant Aid policy was reviewed and no amendments were required.

49.9/16	Lease and Land Review
The Lease and Land Review was reviewed and no amendments were required.

49.10/16 Child Protection
This was a new policy and would be considered under Item 57.1/16.

49.11/16 Equal Opportunities
This was a new policy and would be considered under Item 57.2./16.

49.12/16 Vulnerable Persons
This was a new policy and would be considered under Item 57.3/16.

49.13/16 Councillors’ Registered Declarations of Interests
The Clerk reminded Councillors to review their Registers of Declared Interests and update them if necessary as it was a statutory requirement to do so.  New forms were available from the Clerk who would forward the information to the BCKL&WN Monitoring Officer accordingly.

49.14/16 Complaints Procedure
The Complaints Procedure was reviewed and no amendments were required.

50/16	Councillor issues and village matters
50.1/16 Councillors’ questions and/or issues
Cllr Bradley reported that the pedestrian gate on Downham Road looked to have been vandalised; the concrete post had been knocked down and the gate attached to it had come off.  The Clerk confirmed that a member of public had today reported this matter.

It was agreed for the Clerk to contact the Handyman and ask him to deal with the damaged post and gate on Downham Road as a matter of urgency. 

Cllr King reported that numerous vehicles had been advertised for sale at 8 Rectory Lane and then moved to the car park of The Angel Pub where they now remained.  It was unknown whether the person selling the vehicles had a licence to do so.

The Clerk would contact the BCKL&WN Planning Enforcement team and Trading Standards to ask them to investigate the licensing matter.  If they were unable to help the Clerk would then contacts Enterprise Inns, the brewery, to establish whether their approval had been sought to sell the vehicles on their land.

Cllr King reported that a large banner had been erected in the front garden of a property in School Road opposite the old school.  The banner was advertising information on the EU Referendum.  A short discussion took place and in view of the political content of the banner it was felt that individuals should report the matter to the BCKL&WN.

Cllr Mack announced that he would be leaving the Watlington Medical Centre at the end of May 2016 and as a consequence would be resigning from the Council.  It was noted that he was entitled to remain a Councillor in Watlington until the next ordinary elections but he confirmed his intention to leave.  The Council gave a vote of thanks for all the hard work Cllr Mack had put in for the Council over the past few years and wished him every success for the future.  Cllr Mack would forward his letter of resignation to the Clerk.

50.2/16 Casual Vacancy
Mr Peter Smith had submitted an application for the position of Councillor.  He had submitted his apologies prior to the meeting and expected his application to be deferred to the next Council meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that as he was over the age of 18 and a local government elector for the parish he was eligible to stand.



A short discussion took place and it was agreed that as Mr Smith had already become very involved in the work of the Council he would be an asset and should be co-opted at this meeting, regardless of him being present.  It was noted that Standing Order 8(c) had been amended at this meeting and this quantified the decision to deal with the matter immediately.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That Mr Peter Smith is co-opted as Parish Councillor to Watlington Parish Council.

For – 7			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1

Mr Smith was duly co-opted as Councillor.

In accordance with legislation of the Local Government Act 1972 Section 83, Mr Smith would be required to sign his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and under the provisions of the Localism Act 2011 Sections 31-33, to sign his Dispensation Request.  Mr Smith would also be required to complete his Register of Declared Interests as this needed to be sent to the Democratic Officer at BCKL&WN for signature and retention within 28 days from appointment to office.  The register is maintained under section 81(1) of the Local Government Act 2000.  The Clerk would advise Mr Smith of his Trustee responsibility of the Edward Shouldham Charity and Watlington Recreation Ground for subsequent submission to The Charity Commission and ensure his details were recorded.

The Clerk would arrange for Mr Smith to complete and sign all the necessary forms for his co-option as Councillor.  The Clerk would put Mr Smith’s Dispensation Request to the Council at the next meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.49pm.

Reports

County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Public Participation
The member of public advised that there were a number of impressive trees in the village, some of which probably didn’t have Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) on them.  He wondered if the Council could contact the BCKL&WN tree officer to investigate the TPO register and add further trees to it.

A short discussion took place and the Council agreed this was an excellent idea.

It raised the question as to whether TPO’s had been placed on the Glebe Land oak trees and the large tree on Langridge Circle.  The Clerk would investigate this.

It was further suggested that TPO’s could be placed on trees throughout the village as part of the Queen’s celebrations.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 8.35pm.

51/16	Finances and Clerks Report
51.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation for the period ending 29th April 2016 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2016) Page 6 of 13
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	607.10
	75,575.72
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2016
	 607.10
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2016
	75,575.72 

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	76,182.82
	
	Receipts
	             43,755.00
	
	Receipts
	         38,000.00

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 41,333.30
	
	Payments Cleared
	           2,500.00       

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 1,954.59
	-
	
	Bank Statement 29.04.2016
	 3,028.80
	
	Bank Statement 29.04.2016
	111,075.72

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	 
	
	
	
	102472
	- 2,200.00
	
	 
	 

	Opening Balances
	1,347.49
	75,575.72
	
	102477
	- 225.00
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	74,228.23
	
	102478
	- 495.19
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	43,755.00
	38,000.00
	
	102479
	- 4.99
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	-  41,333.30
	2,500.00
	
	102480
	- 897.84
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	3,028.80
	111,075.72
	
	102481
	- 31.59
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	114,104.52
	
	102482
	- 120.00
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 3,974.61
	-
	
	 
	- 3,974.61
	
	 
	                          -   

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	945.81
	111,075.72
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	110,129.91
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	                             -   
	
	 
	                          -   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	 - 945.81
	
	Closing Balance
	111,075.72

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	110.129.91

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (5 Months)
	                  16,277.08 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  56,530.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate available funds
	                    3,254.10 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreartion Ground
	                    2,867.12 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground MUGA Support Grant
	                    4,885.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2015
	                    9,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2016
	                    2,200.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Historical Use
	                       107.26 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	                    1,100.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	                       600.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	                       250.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	110,129.91
	
	 

	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	97,070.56 
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	97,070.56 
	
	 
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	13,059.35




51.1.1/16 Council Office business rates
The Clerk reported that the business rates had been received (£276.00 for 01.10.2015-31.03.2016 and £556.60 for 01.04.2017-31.03.2017).  The Clerk had completed an application form and liaised with the BCKL&WN which had resulted in 100% rate relief for both periods and was excellent news for the Council.

51.1.2/16 Earmarked Reserves
The Clerk reported that the available precept funds were low and the Council could consider reducing the Operating Costs Earmarked Reserves in order to release finances back into the main budget.  A short discussion took place and it was agreed to reduce the Operating Costs Earmarked Reserves to 3 months from 5.  The Clerk would amend the Reserves to £9,766.25 to release £6,510.83 back into the main budget.

The Clerk reported that HMRC Compliance had investigated the 2014/2015 VAT repayment of £408.05 and confirmed it had been incorrectly paid to the wrong Watlington Parish Council and would be repaid by BACS within the next few days.  HMRC apologised that it had taken them 8 months to rectify.  As this problem had finally been resolved satisfactorily, the Clerk would be issuing the 2015/2016 VAT repayment of £2,498.53 to HMRC.  These two repayments would add a further £2,906.58 to the budget.  The Council agreed that the precept would need to be increased by a significant amount for the next few years to make up for previous years when no increases had been applied.

51.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt £

	04.04.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 3)
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	07.04.2016
	Norfolk ALC
	Annual Subscription
	102471
	380.54
	0.00
	380.54
	0.00

	07.04.2016
	Norfolk County Council
	Parish Partnership 50% Fund
	102472
	2200.00
	0.00
	2200.00
	0.00

	07.04.2016
	Cllr J Golding
	Travel Expenses Planning Meet
	102473
	11.70
	0.00
	11.70
	0.00

	07.04.2016
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting Maint Apr
	102474
	125.88
	25.18
	151.06
	0.00

	07.04.2016
	Glazewing
	Waste Collection Mar
	102475
	34.60
	6.92
	41.52
	0.00

	11.04.2016
	E-On
	Street Lighting Jan-Mar
	DD
	640.74
	128.15
	768.89
	0.00

	11.04.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 20a)
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	11.04.2016
	BCKL&WN
	Precept & Support Grant
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40795.00

	12.04.2016
	Local Council Public Advisory Serv
	Training - Cllr J Golding
	102476
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00
	0.00

	12.04.2016
	Allotment Tenants (6,9,14,21)
	Allotment Rents
	100068
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	160.00

	12.04.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 10)
	Allotment Rent
	100069
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	12.04.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 7)
	Allotment Rent
	100070
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	21.04.2016
	Play Inspection Company
	Play Area Annual Inspections
	102477
	187.50
	37.50
	225.00
	0.00

	21.04.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance Apr x2
	102478
	412.66
	82.53
	495.19
	0.00

	21.04.2016
	Allotment Tenants (8,11,12,13)
	Allotment Rents
	100071
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	160.00

	26.04.2016
	Cllr J Golding (The Range)
	Allotments Padlock
	102479
	4.16
	0.83
	4.99
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	Clerk Salary
	Salary
	102480
	781.66
	0.00
	781.66
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	Clerk Expenses
	Expenses
	102480
	102.20
	0.00
	102.20
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	Clerk Stationery (ASDA) 
	White Vinegar for Urns
	102480
	0.65
	0.13
	0.78
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	Clerk Postage
	Postage
	102480
	13.20
	0.00
	13.20
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE / NI
	102481
	31.59
	0.00
	31.59
	0.00

	30.04.2016
	Sherry Grief
	Litter Picking Apr
	102482
	120.00
	0.00
	120.00
	0.00

	01.05.2016
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection Annual Reg
	102483
	35.00
	0.00
	35.00
	0.00

	01.05.2016
	Cllr B Leedell (KL Mobility Centre)
	Litter Picker
	102484
	12.99
	2.60
	15.59
	0.00

	05.05.2016
	Anglian Water Jan-Apr
	Allotment Water Supply
	102485
	28.77
	0.00
	28.77
	0.00

	05.05.2016
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting May
	102486
	125.88
	25.18
	151.06
	0.00

	Totals this month
	5274.72
	309.01
	5583.73
	41255.00


Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

51.3/16 Approved Millennium Green Litter Bin
The Clerk reported that the Council had approved the purchase of a litter bin from Wybone but post strapping was required at a cost of £16.99.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That this Council approves the purchase of metal strapping from Wybone at a cost of £16.99 + VAT for the agreed Millennium Green lockable post mounted litter bin.

All in favour

The Clerk would proceed to order the litter bin and strapping from Wybone.

51.4/16 Litter Picking tool
The Clerk reported that a litter picking tool had been purchased under emergency expenses for Cllr Bradley to use in the interim during the Litter Picker’s sick leave.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That this Council approves the purchase of a litter picking tool from King’s Lynn Mobility Centre at a cost of £12.99 + VAT.

All in favour

51.5/16	Sports & Social Club peppercorn rent
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Sports & Social Club currently paid an annual peppercorn rent of £0.50 for the land adjacent to the bowling green.  This rent had not increased since inception.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That this Council increases the peppercorn rent payable by the Sports & Social Club on an annual basis to £5.00 with effect from 1st April 2017.

All in favour

The Clerk would write to the Sports & Social Club to advise them of the rental increase in 2017/2018.

51.6/16	Chairman’s Allowance 2015/2016
The Clerk reported that an allowance for the Chairman for the year 2015/2016 had been considered at the previous meeting.  It was agreed that £7.50 per month should be paid in arrears to the Chairman for activities undertaken in the previous financial year.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That this Council approves a payment of £90.00 for an allowance to the Chairman for activities undertaken in 2015/2016.

All in favour

51.7/16	LED street lighting
A quotation from K&M Lighting Services Ltd had been circulated with the agenda for the conversion of LED lamps on the street lights at a cost of £65.00 per lamp x 18 (total £1,170 + VAT) with a maintenance fee reduction to £7.25 per light from the current £19.99 charge.  The Clerk noted that as this had not been precepted for, consideration could only be given to upgrading the lights in the 2017/2018 financial year.  The Clerk reported that K&M Lighting had installed an LED lamp in the street light at the Village Hall car park entrance for Councillors to view.

A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that this should be considered when setting the 2017/2018 budget.  In the meantime it was agreed for the Clerk to contact E-on to investigate what the savings would be in regards to the street lighting charges if they were converted to LED lamps.

51.8/16	Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
51.8.1/16	Parochial Church Council
The Clerk reported that £600.00 had been precepted in the budget for the Parochial Church Council.
 
Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That £550.00 is granted to the Parochial Church Council to help with their ongoing costs for the ensuing year.

All in favour

The Clerk would issue a letter and cheque to the Parochial Church Council for £550.00.

51.8.2/16	Village Fete Working Group
The Village Fete Working Group had made a request for financial help with their insurance costs for this year’s event (circulated with the agenda).  The Clerk reported that a total of £250.00 had been precepted in the budget for S137 grants and donations.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Prior

That £125.00 is granted to the Village Fete Working Group to help with their insurance costs for the 2016 village fete.

All in favour

The Clerk would issue a letter and cheque to the Village Hall Working Group for £125.00.

52/16	Correspondence
52.1/16 Correspondence for action
	BCKL&WN
	LDF Site Allocations and Development Management Policies Document (SADMP) Consultation – Responses by 18th May 2016
	04.04.2016



52.2/16 Correspondence for information
	BCKL&WN
	5 Year Land Supply of Housing Sites across the Borough
	19.04.2016

	Various
	Press releases and circulars
	Since last meeting



53/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
53.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the BCKL&WN had confirmed it would provide 3 laminated Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) signs for each play area which would then be fixed in protected boards and secured to the fencing.  Discussions were ongoing.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Handyman had erected the timber fencing at the Stone Close Play Area and the kissing gate would be secured shortly (to be painted by the Community Payback team).  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that Kompan would be erecting the bow top fencing on Friday, 13th May 2016.

53.1.1/16 Queen’s 90th Birthday event
The Clerk reported that the bid to the Norfolk Community Foundation had been rejected for fruit tree planting in commemoration of the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, advised that the Gossip would fund the purchase of the trees.

53.1.2/16 Public Nuisance and Byelaws course
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had attended the Public Nuisance and Byelaws course held by the Local Council Public Advisory Service.  The presentation slides had been circulated to all Councillors.
		 
53.1.3/16 Play Inspection Company reports on the play areas
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that both seats on the see-saw and the tyres needed replacing.  The Handyman would be repairing the seats and the tyres would be sourced and donated by the Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell.  The Clerk confirmed that the annual inspections had been carried out by the Play Inspection Company and the reports had been printed for consideration by the Play Area Inspections Council Panel.  Any expenditure items would need to be approved by the Council.

53.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that no updates had been received from Mr T Wall, the Leisure Consultant, regarding the funding bids.

53.2.1/16 Martingales open space
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, suggested renaming the Martingales open space to ‘The Martingales Green’ and this was agreed.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Martingales open space is re-named ‘The Martingales Green’.

All in favour

53.2.2/16 Watlington Football Club changing rooms
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr Nathan MacDonald, Chairman of the Watlington Football Club, had contacted her asking the Council to consider changing room facilities in the form of a portacabin on the Glebe field, Village Hall car park or Recreation Ground because if the Club had such facilities it might move up a league.  A short discussion took place and it was felt that the Diocese would not allow a portacabin on its land as the request for a container by the Watlington Players had been declined.  It was also felt that the car park would not be a good location.  The Council agreed that if a structure was placed on the Recreation Ground it should be a good quality, small sports pavilion type structure, to be in keeping with the area.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact Mr MacDonald and ask him to come back to the Council with building options, sizes, design, etc.

53.3/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

53.4/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
The litter picker had today met with the Clerk and Chairman, Cllr Golding, to advise that she would not be able to return to work until September 2016 due to illness.
Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Prior

That the Clerk writes an urgent advertisement to be placed in the Gossip magazine for a temporary contracted litter picker to work June 2016-August 2016 for 5 hours per week at the National Minimum wage.

All in favour

Cllr Bradley agreed to continue carrying out light litter picking duties during the Litter Picker’s absence.

53.5/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell reported that an ash tree on The Meadows Green had been trimmed by the voluntary tree warden.  The tree warden would be looking out for diseased trees throughout the village.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, noted that a tree report had been carried out for the Martingales Estate and had included an assessment of the Langridge Circle tree.  The Clerk would circulate the report to Councillors for information.

54/16	Community Matters
54.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Clerk did not have a spare key for the padlock on the Recreation Ground gate.  The Clerk further confirmed that the grounds maintenance contractors had advised that the padlock was very rusty and would need replacing.

It was agreed for the Clerk to obtain quotations for heavy duty padlocks and report back at the next meeting.

54.1.1/16 Council office notice board
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that she had sought quotations for a Council office notice board and name plates for the existing notice boards in the village.  It was agreed that in view of the limited available budget funds in this financial year the Council should defer this item.

The Clerk confirmed that grants for notice boards were available from Awards For All and this would be pursued in the future.

54.2/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that all plots were now occupied.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that General Gardening Services had again agreed to deal with the spraying of the Paige Close allotment car park at an annual cost of £100.00 and keep the Station garden areas maintained at a cost of £50.00.  These items had been budgeted for in this financial year.

54.3/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that she and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, had met with Mr Bryan Foster, Community Payback Placement Coordinator, on Thursday, 28th April 2016 to discuss the various requirements of the village.  All areas were visited and considered on site.

Following that meeting the Clerk had sent various documents to Mr Foster for processing.  Due to the nesting season, the Community Payback team would have to delay certain projects until September 2016.

The Clerk would contact Mr Foster and provide a further update at the Council meeting in June 2016.


54.3.1/16 Painting of the Stone Close Play Area bow top fencing
The Clerk reported that she had informed Mr Foster of the budget which had been set for this financial year (£750.00 + VAT).  Mr Foster confirmed that the current list of works would take 12 or so paid days but that he would only charge for 10 days a year with as many free visits as possible.  Therefore, the painting of the Stone Close Play Area bow top fencing could be added to the schedule but only if funds and time allowed as the current works already exceeded 10 days.

54.4/16 Dog Fouling – Update by Chairman
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

54.5/16 Neighbourhood Plan – Update by Clerk
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr Colin Vince, editor of The Gossip, had written a comprehensive article on neighbourhood plans for the forthcoming edition.

54.6/16 Speed Watch – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that ten people had now volunteered for the Speed Watch scheme.  Norfolk Constabulary had finally sent the application forms and Cllr Bradley would be hand delivering these to the volunteers on Friday, 13th May 2016 for completion.  Cllr Bradley reported that provided everything ran smoothly, training could be held within 6 weeks after which time the Scheme could commence.

Cllr Bradley confirmed that a further person had volunteered their services; details would be provided to the Clerk.

Cllr Bradley agreed to forward a Speed Watch article to Mr Vince for the forthcoming Gossip edition.

55/16	Highways & Transport Matters
55.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015 Trod Bid
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

55.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

Concern was raised that grass was growing onto the highway outside the property of Avalon, Station Road (western end of the Millennium Green).  The Clerk would report this to the Rangers when they were next due to visit.

56/16	Planning applications
56.1/16	Planning applications received

56.1.1/16	16/00680/F – Site North West of Whinmill, 1 Thieves Bridge Road – Detached dwelling and double garage with associated landscape and paving works
The following objections were made by the Parish Council:
It is considered that this proposal would create a cramped form of development, with the property and double garage representing an over-intensive use of the site. The scheme fails to provide adequate amenity space to accompany the proposed dwelling which would be detrimental to amenities of any future occupiers.

56.2/16	 Planning decisions received for information

56.2.1/16	15/01828/CU – Queens Head, 1 Plough Lane – Change of Use for the proposed division of a former dwelling into holiday accommodation
Application refused (delegated decision).


56.2.2/16	16/00253/F – 2 Glebe Avenue– Two storey and single storey extensions to dwelling following removal of existing single storey flat roof areas
Application permitted (delegated decision).

56.2.3/16	15/01306/OM – Storage Land, Station Road – Outline application with some matters reserved for mixed use development comprising 50 no. space car park, 500sq m of B1 use and 9 no. dwellings
Application permitted (delegated decision).

57/16	Council Policies for approval (circulated with the agenda)
	57.1/16	Child Protection Policy
	57.2/16	Equal Opportunities Policy
	57.3/16	Vulnerable Persons Policy
	These items had been deferred from the last Council meeting.  It was agreed to discuss the policies en bloc.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr King

That the Child Protection, Equal Opportunities and Vulnerable Persons Policies are adopted.

All in favour

58/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
There were no matters arising and no items for the next meeting.

59/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 16th June 2016 at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.14pm.

