[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held Thursday, 13th October 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr R Beeby
								Cllr T Bradley
								Cllr D Hooker
								Cllr A King
								Cllr A Prior
								Cllr A Wiles
				County Councillor		Cllr B Long
				Borough Councillor		Cllr P Hodson
			Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		2


97/16	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr K Smith (holiday) and Cllr P Smith (holiday).

The apologies were accepted.

98/16	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday, 1st September 2016

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday, 1st September 2016 (items 85/16-96/16) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

99/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

100/16	Councillor issues and village matters
100.1/16 Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported that the Notice for a Casual Vacancy had been displayed on Thursday, 8th September 2016 giving 14 days notice for a written request from ten electors to fill the vacancy by election.  The BCKL&WN Electoral Services confirmed on Wednesday, 28th September 2016 that no request had been received and that the vacancy could be advertised to fill the vacancy by co-option.  This had been advertised on Thursday, 29th September 2016.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.34pm.

Reports

County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long reported that the consultation on devolution for Norfolk and Suffolk had finished and responses from residents and businesses had been summarised and submitted to the Secretary of State for his decision (due mid-late November 2016) as to whether to progress with devolved arrangements for Norfolk and Suffolk.

In the main people appeared to be in favour of devolution but with a high resistance for the creation of an elected Mayor as people felt another layer of bureaucracy would be a waste of ratepayers’ money.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson reported that the planning application for Land off Mill Road, construction of 40 dwellings, had been refused by the Planning Committee on Tuesday, 4th October 2016.  The developers had failed to meet their S106 obligations within the agreed time limit and as the Five Year Land Supply had been established since the submission of their original application, the Committee refused it.  The developers may appeal this decision in the future.

Cllr Hodson was still liaising with residents regarding the retrospective planning application at 98 John Davis Way for the retention of hardstanding & dog kennel.

Public Participation
The two members of public did not wish to address the Council.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.43pm.

101/16	Finances and Clerks Report
101.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations for the periods ending August and September 2016 with the agenda.

The bank balances were as follows:





Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2016) Page 12 of 12
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	3,456.95
	98,833.63
	
	Bank Statement 01.08.2016
	 3,456.95
	
	Bank Statement 01.08.2016
	98,833.63

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	102,290.58
	
	Receipts
	3,600.00
	
	Receipts
	       -

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 4,617.12
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 3,000.00

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 1,243.43
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.08.2016
	2,439.83
	
	Bank Statement 31.08.2016
	95,833.63

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	 
	
	
	
	102521
	- 21.85
	
	 
	 

	Opening Balances
	4,700.38
	98,833.63
	
	102528
	- 70.00
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	103,534.01
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	3,600.00
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 4,617.12
	- 3,000.00
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	2,439.83
	95,833.63
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	98,273.46
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 91.85
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	- 91.85
	
	 
	                          -   

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	2,347.98
	95,833.63
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	98,181.61
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	                             -   
	
	 
	                          -   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	2,347.98
	
	Closing Balance
	95,833.63

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	98.181.61

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (3 Months)
	                  9,766.25 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  49,530.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate available funds
	                    -
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate Reserved Funds 2016/2017
	                    1,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground
	                    2,867.12 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground MUGA Support Grant
	                    4,885.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2015
	                    9,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2016
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Historical Use
	                       107.26 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	                       - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	                       125.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	98,181.61
	
	 

	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,280.63
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,280.63
	
	 
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	20,900.98



	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	2,439.83
	95,833.63
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2016
	2,439.83
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2016
	95,833.63

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	98,273.46
	
	Receipts
	2,984.07
	
	Receipts
	      12.67

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,145.70
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 1,500.00

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 91.85
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2016
	3,278.20
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2016
	94,346.30

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	 
	
	
	
	102521
	- 21.85
	
	 
	 

	Opening Balances
	2,347.98
	95,833.63
	
	102535
	- 29.47
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	98,181.61
	
	102537
	- 102.00
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	2,984.07
	12.67
	
	102538
	- 25.00
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 2,145.70
	- 1,500.00
	
	102539
	- 495.20
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	3,278.20
	94,346.30
	
	102540
	- 72.00
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	97,624.50
	
	102541
	- 1,061.93
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 1,822.45
	-
	
	102542
	- 15.00
	
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	- 1,822.45
	
	 
	                          -   

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	1,455.75
	94,346.30
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	95,802.05
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	                             -   
	
	 
	                          -   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	1,455.75
	
	Closing Balance
	94,346.30

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	95.802.05

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (3 Months)
	                  9,766.25 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  49,530.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate available funds
	                    -
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate Reserved Funds 2016/2017
	                    1,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground
	                    2,867.12 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground MUGA Support Grant
	                    4,885.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2015
	                    9,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2016
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Historical Use
	                       107.26 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	                       - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	                       125.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	95,802.05
	
	 

	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,280.63
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,280.63
	
	 
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	18,521.42



100.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt £

	26.08.2016
	Watlington Village Hall
	VH Car Park Rent Jan-Dec 16
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	600.00

	31.08.2016
	Computer Doctor
	Laptop Repairs
	102528
	70.00
	0.00
	70.00
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maint 11.07& 23.08
	102529
	412.66
	82.54
	495.20
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	General Gardening Services
	Station Road Beds Gardening
	102530
	37.00
	0.00
	37.00
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	Thomas Thorrold (Temp Contract)
	Litter Picking August
	102531
	136.00
	0.00
	136.00
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	Clerk Salary
	Salary
	102532
	897.90
	0.00
	897.90
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	Clerk Expenses
	Expenses
	102532
	48.20
	0.00
	48.20
	0.00

	01.09.2016
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE / NI
	102533
	70.34
	0.00
	70.34
	0.00

	05.09.2016
	HMRC
	VAT Repayment 1st Quarter
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1,344.07

	05.09.2016
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Interest
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	12.67

	08.09.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 17a)
	Allotment Rent
	Stub 100079
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	10.00

	15.09.2016
	Mazars LLP
	External Audit
	102534
	200.00
	40.00
	240.00
	0.00

	15.09.2016
	Glazewing
	Waste Collection August
	102535
	24.56
	4.91
	29.47
	0.00

	15.09.2016
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting Maint Sep
	102536
	125.88
	25.18
	151.06
	0.00

	15.09.2016
	Thomas Thorrold (Temp Contract)
	Litter Picking September
	102537
	102.00
	0.00
	102.00
	0.00

	19.09.2016
	Computer Doctor
	Anti-Virus Software
	102538
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00
	0.00

	19.09.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 4 Britton)
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	30.00

	19.09.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 2&3 Britton)
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	60.00

	27.09.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maint 06.09&20.09
	102539
	412.66
	82.54
	495.20
	0.00

	27.09.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 1 Britton)
	Allotment Rent
	Stub 100080
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	30.00

	27.09.2016
	Allotment Tenant (Plot 17b)
	Allotment Rent
	Stub 100081
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	10.00

	30.09.2016
	Sherry Grief
	Litter Picking September
	102540
	72.00
	0.00
	72.00
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Salary
	Salary
	102541
	740.93
	0.00
	740.93
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Expenses
	Expenses
	102541
	105.80
	0.00
	105.80
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Postage
	Postage Stamps
	102541
	6.60
	0.00
	6.60
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Stationery
	Ink Cartridges
	102541
	74.87
	0.00
	74.87
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Hospitality (Wat PO Stores)
	Milk
	102541
	1.50
	0.30
	1.80
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Council Office (Argos)
	Fan Heater & Kettle
	102541
	10.80
	2.16
	12.96
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Litter Picking (Amazon)
	Little Picking Sacks
	102541
	20.49
	0.00
	20.49
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Play Area (Stones4U)
	Warren Close Play Area Bark
	102541
	68.75
	13.75
	82.50
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	Clerk Council Office (Aldi Stores)
	Storage Boxes
	102541
	13.32
	2.66
	15.98
	0.00

	30.09.2016
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE / NI
	102542
	15.00
	0.00
	15.00
	0.00

	11.10.2016
	E-On
	Street Lighting Jul-Sep
	DD
	748.04
	149.61
	897.65
	0.00

	13.10.2016
	General Gardening Services
	Station Road Beds Gardening
	102543
	85.00
	0.00
	85.00
	0.00

	13.10.2016
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting Maint Oct
	102544
	125.88
	25.18
	151.06
	0.00

	13.10.2016
	East of the Ouse Polver & Nar IDB
	Rec Ground Hedge Cutting
	102545
	70.00
	14.00
	84.00
	0.00

	Totals this month
	4,721.18
	442.83
	5,164.01
	2,096.74



Proposed – Cllr King					Seconded – Cllr Beeby

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

		100.3/16 Completion of Annual Return
The completed Annual Return from Mazars LLP had been circulated with the agenda.  The external auditor’s report was clean.  The report was noted.


100.4/16 Litter bins for Fairfield Lane
The Clerk had obtained and circulated with the agenda three quotations for two 50L post mounted plastic litter bins for Fairfield Lane.  The costs per bin were as follows:

· Wybone £49.99 + £12.35 strapping + £10.20 delivery + VAT (£72.54 + £14.51 VAT = £87.05 Total)
· Glasdon £56.39 + £17.13 strapping + £0.00 delivery + VAT (£73.52 + £14.70 VAT = £88.22 Total)
· Kingfisher Direct £65.99 + £10.50 delivery + VAT (£76.49 + £15.30 VAT = £91.79 Total).

It was agreed to site one by the notice board at the end of Fairfield Lane and the other at the first exit into the Martingales Estate at Kent Drive.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That two orange 50L post mounted plastic litter bins are purchased for Fairfield Lane from Wybone at a cost of £134.88 + VAT.

All in favour

The Clerk would obtain a licence from Norfolk County Council prior to purchasing them.

100.5/16 Annual laptop health check
The Clerk had obtained and circulated with the agenda three quotations for an annual laptop health check.  The costs were as follows:

· Computer Doctor		£60.00
· PC World			£60.00
· ECS Computers Ltd		£60.00
· Anglia IT Solutions		No response

It was agreed to defer this item until June 2017 when the laptop would be due for a health check in August 2017.  The Clerk would diarise this.

100.6/16 Insurance claim for the damaged street lamp in Thieves Bridge Road
100.6.1/16 Replacement LED street lamp and E-on connection charge
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a claim had been made to the insurance company for the damaged street lamp but that a second quotation was required by them.  The Clerk had contacted Westcotec for a price and a site visit was awaited.  Once the quotation had been received the Clerk would send both quotations to the insurance company and contact Middleton Aggregates Ltd to repay any excess fees.

100.6.2/16 Asset Register for street lighting
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that the Finance Panel would be reviewing the asset register to ensure all street lamps were fully insured.

100.7/16 Business Debit Card for Council purchases
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she and the Clerk had met with the Barclays Business Manager in September 2016 to discuss the current banking arrangements and upgrading them with the BACS dual authorisation facility and a business debit card.  Paying by BACS would ensure payments were made in a timely manner and save on cheque writing, stationery and postage; all payments made would be authorised by the Clerk and a signatory Councillor.  A business debit card would release the Chairman and Clerk making all Council purchases from their own accounts and having to claim back the expenses.


Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Council approves the BACS dual authorisation facility and agrees to have a business debit card for the use of purchasing Council items.

All in favour

The Clerk would send the relevant signed documentation to Barclays.

100.8/16 Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
The Clerk reported that the Royal British Legion had asked the Council to consider purchasing a poppy wreath in commemoration of the fallen for the Remembrance Day services.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the Council purchases a poppy wreath up to the value of £25.00 from the Royal British Legion and that Cllr Hooker lays the wreath at the Watlington War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday on behalf of the Council.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact the Royal British Legion and purchase a poppy wreath.

101/16	Correspondence
101.1/16 Correspondence for action
	The Pensions Regulator
	Pension automatic enrolment staging date 01.02.2017
	01.09.2016


The Clerk reported that she had contacted the Norfolk Pension Fund to confirm whether membership in a pension scheme was compulsory and they confirmed it was.  The Clerk would investigate the Employee and Employer contribution rates and report back at the next meeting.

	Mr & Mrs Zipfell
	To consider tender of £150.00 from W E Zipfell for 2016/2017 land rental of Edward Shouldham Land
	12.10.2016


The Clerk reported that Mr Zipfell, Tottenhill, had submitted a tender for £150.00 to continue renting the Edward Shouldham Charity Land, situated on the main King’s Lynn Road between Oakwood Corner and Setchey, from 12th October 2016 to 10th October 2017 and to keep fences and gates in good repair, to keep hedges properly trimmed and to keep nettles, ragwort and thistles cut down.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker				Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the Council approves the tender for £150.00 from Mr Zipfell, Tottenhill, to continue renting the Edward Shouldham Charity Land from 12th October 2016 to 10th October 2017 inclusive.

All in favour

The Clerk would send Mr Zipfell a 2016/2017 agreement for signing by both parties.

	Watlington Village Hall
	To consider and agree 2017 meeting dates
	25.10.2016


The Clerk had circulated proposed 2017 meeting dates with the agenda.  They were agreed as follows:
January		12
February	23
March		-
April		6	Including Annual Parish Meeting
May		11	Including Annual Meeting
June		22
July		27
August		-
September	7
October	19
November	30
December	-
	
The Clerk would confirm the dates to Mr P Dagnall, Bookings Officer, Watlington Village Hall.

	BCKL&WN
	Determining Planning Applications November Workshops (2 Cllrs)
	31.10.2016


No Councillors wished to attend the BCKL&WN Planning Session in November 2016.

	Millennium Green Trust
	Appointment of Councillor to the Trust
	Immediate


The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, agreed to be appointed as a Trustee to the Millennium Green Trust.

101.2/16 Correspondence for information
	Norfolk County Council
	Road Closure Thieves Bridge Road junction of Mill Road  - 15.09.2016

	Norfolk County Council
	Road Closure Fen Road from junction Downham Road - 17.10.2016-20.10.2016

	Gavin Barwell MP
	Minister for Housing and Planning DCLG – Neighbourhood Planning Bill

	Norfolk ALC
	Precept Consultation

	BCKL&WN
	Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) proposed amendment to Order

	Various
	Varying emails for information purposes (circulated to Councillors)



102/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
102.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
102.1.1/16 Play Area Signage
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had circulated draft play area signage wording prior to the meeting.  A long discussion took place and various amendments were made to the documents.

A1 Engraving had quoted £56.42 for a 600mm x 800mm sign or £73.24 with an anti-graffiti material, regardless of the amount of words and/or pictograms required.  As the Stone Close Play Area currently had no signage, a new post would be required for that area.  It was felt that the current location of the Recreation Ground signs were acceptable and should not be relocated.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker				Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the Council approves the purchase of four new anti-graffiti signs for the three play areas from A1 Engraving at a cost of £292.96 + VAT and the purchase of a new post up to a maximum of £20.00 + VAT for the Stone Close Play Area.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would obtain quotations for the new post.

102.2/16 Current Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds Public Walks and Open Spaces June 2008
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the current Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds Public Walks and Open Spaces June 2008 needed to be updated to include the Stone Close Play Area, the renaming of The Meadows Green, the addition of Langridge Circle and the three Martingales green open spaces.

The Clerk would liaise with the Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, to get the byelaws amended and sent to the Secretary of State for formal approval.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had spoken to the landowner, Mr O Pearson of Winchester Homes, regarding the transfer of land of the small triangular plot of land in between the two bungalows by the Stone Close Play Area.  Mr Pearson confirmed that he was pursuing this matter.

Concern was raised that vehicles were being parked on this triangular piece of land.  It was felt that when the land was under the control of the Council this matter could be dealt with at that time.

102.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr Tim Wall, Leisure Management Consultant, Mr Sam Deptford, PlayInnovation, and the Community Projects Panel would be meeting on Saturday, 12th November 2016 to discuss the proposed project and consider schemes on a smaller scale.

102.3/16	Report from the Play Area Inspections Panel
The Clerk had prepared and circulated new inspection checklists to members of the Play Area Inspections Panel and reminded them that these must in future be completed at every inspection and handed to the Clerk for retention.

Cllr King – Recreation Ground Play Area – there was nothing to report to this meeting.

Cllr P Smith – Warren Close Play Area – in his absence a written report had been submitted.  An adjacent resident had trimmed their conifer hedge and the large branches were partly obstructing the pedestrian access; the Chairman, Cllr Golding, had spoken to the landowners who confirmed the trimmings would be removed shortly.  The seats on the see-saw had still not been reinstated; the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would again contact the Handyman to enquire why this matter was still outstanding.

Cllr Hooker – Stone Close Play Area – the new pedestrian gate had recently become misaligned and secured and the wooden boundary picket fencing had panels missing.  Cllr Hooker would keep an eye on these items.

102.4/16 Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s)
102.4.1/16 Report from the TPO Panel
Cllr Wiles had studied the TPO register for Watlington and compiled a schedule of the current Orders.  Cllr Wiles reported that TPOs may be used to protect a single tree, a group of trees or woodland, providing they add to the character and appearance of an area.  All types of tree with a high amenity value can be protected.  It was agreed for Cllr Wiles to write an article for The Gossip inviting residents and businesses to protect valued trees.

One member of public left the Council chamber at 8.47pm.

102.5/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

102.6/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that the Litter Picker had resumed her contract on Monday, 19th September 2016 and many compliments had been received since her return.  The Litter Picker was in good health and recovering well from her treatment.

102.7/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
There was nothing to report to this meeting.





102.8/16 Glebe Field
102.8.1/16 Spraying of the Glebe Field trod
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that following the trimming of the Glebe Field trod by the Community Payback Team, the Handyman had confirmed that he would no longer be able to use pesticides for insurance reasons and would not be able to spray the weeds.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had therefore contacted Treelink to enquire whether this could be done when the large trees are thinned by them on Monday, 24th October 2016.  Treelink confirmed that they would flail and spray both sides of the Glebe Field at a cost of £40.00 + VAT.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Council approves the flailing and spraying of the weeds on the Glebe Field trod by Treelink at a cost of £40.00 + VAT.

All in favour

103/16	Community Matters
103.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the kitchen refurbishment in the Main Hall had been completed; Environmental Health would be carrying out an inspection shortly.  The Village Hall Committee had purchased an A3 printer which the Council could use if needed.

103.2/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that two plots were currently under observation.  Some plots had recently been split to enable tenants to maintain them to a good standard and further plots may also be split in the future for this reason.

103.3/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
103.3.1/16 Fairfield Lane Clearance
The Clerk reported that Mrs J Cave, the landowner of the Fairfield Lane dyke, had declined to provide any further financial contribution for the works carried out this summer.  The Clerk had therefore written to her advising that due to the high skip hire costs associated with the clearance, future work would be her responsibility.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Community Payback Team (CPT) had carried out a number of projects in the village over the summer, the labour of which had been completely free.  The works had included the Fairfield Lane dyke clearance, footpath next to the Bowling Club clearance, Warren Close Play Area swing safety bark, Rectory Lane notice board slabs and clearance, footpath from the School to Martingales Estate clearance, allotment dyke clearance, Lacey Close clearance, painting of various play equipment items and other general jobs.

103.3.2/16 Gardening Items
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that in September 2016, the Council had been advised that it would in future be expected to provide fuel, strimmer cord and oil for the CPT’s garden machinery as their budget could no longer finance these items.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that materials, paint and fuel had been purchased.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Council approves the purchase of materials, paint and fuel for the Community Payback Work up to a maximum of £100.00 + VAT.

All in favour
103.4/16 Neighbourhood Plan
103.4.1/16 Presentation by Mr Alan Gomm, BCKL&WN Planning Policy Manager
Following the presentation this evening on Neighbourhood Plans by Mr Alan Gomm, BCKL&WN Planning Policy Manager, and Mr Alex Fradley, Graduate Planner, the Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to write an article for The Gossip asking for volunteers to join a Committee to take this project on.

The Council currently had two volunteers on the list but if the response from residents was low, the Neighbourhood Plan would not proceed.

103.5/16 Speed Watch – Update by Cllr Bradley
Cllr Bradley reported that Speed Watch sessions were continuing and Station Road had recently been monitored.

104/16	Highways & Transport Matters
104.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015/2016
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had met on site with Mr A Wallace, Highways Engineer, Cllr Brian Long and two Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen Parish Councillors on Thursday, 6th October 2016 to discuss the trod.

104.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that work on the trod (Phase 2) had commenced.

104.3/16 Parish Partnership-2017/2018
104.3.1/16 Bids to be submitted by 16th December 2016
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a quotation would be received for the extra works required to complete the 2015/2016 trod scheme (from the Station to the trod end).  Councillors were asked to think about potential proposals and raise these at the next meeting for consideration.

105/16	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
105.1/16	Planning applications
105.1.1/16	16/01557/F – Lindaville, 21 Rectory Lane – Proposed conversion of roofspace with dormer windows – comments by 5th October 2016
No objections.

105.2/16	 Planning decisions
105.2.1/16	15/01575/OM – Land off Mill Road – Construction of 40 dwellings
Application Refused (Committee Decision).

106/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
Dog fouling in Fairfield lane had recently decreased but the Martingales Green now appeared to be a big problem; Councillors would monitor this area.  It was agreed for the Clerk to send an official letter to the school asking for the children to design dog fouling posters.

It was noted that there was a gap in the Recreation Ground hedge and as this play area had a Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) on it, the gap should be filled.  It was agreed to remove the kissing gate from Downham Road and place it in the gap.  The Clerk would contact the Handyman for a quotation to carry out this work.

It was felt that a sponsored planter could be placed by the bollards opposite the Watlington Post Office Store.  The Clerk would contact Highways to enquire whether this was possible.

107/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 24th November 2016 at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.
108/16	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	108.1/16 Clerk’s working hours
The Clerk left the Council chamber at 9.35pm and returned at 9.44pm.

See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Prior

That the Clerk’s weekly working hours are increased from 16 hours to 20 hours, with effect from 1st November 2016.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.45pm.

