[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held Thursday, 24th November 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr R Beeby
								Cllr K Smith
								Cllr P Smith
								Cllr A Wiles
				Borough Councillor		Cllr P Hodson
			Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
				Members of Public		0

109/16	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr T Bradley (holiday), Cllr A King (illness), Cllr A Prior (illness) and County Cllr B Long (prior BCKL&WN meeting).

The apologies were accepted.

110/16	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday, 13th October 2016

Proposed – Cllr Beeby					Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday, 13th October 2016 (items 97-108/16) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

111/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

112/16	Councillor issues and village matters
112.1/16 Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported as Cllr Darren Hooker had resigned from the Council on Monday, 7th November 2016 a Notice for a Casual Vacancy had been displayed on Thursday, 10th November 2016 giving 14 days notice for a written request from ten electors to fill the vacancy by election.  If no election was called the vacancy would be advertised for co-option.  There were now two Councillor vacancies.

112.2/16 Village Fete (Outside Body) Representative
The Clerk advised that Cllr Hooker had been the representative for the Village Fete.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the next meeting would be held on Monday, 9th January 2017.  There were no volunteers and the position remained vacant.  It was agreed to defer this item until the Council was at full capacity again.

112.3/16 Traffic congestion, safety issues and residential concerns during school drop off/pick up times
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a resident had contacted her to complain about parents parking in front of driveways when dropping off or picking up children from school.  The resident had recently approached a parent when he couldn’t get out of his drive and had been faced with abuse.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting to allow Borough Cllr Hodson to speak.  Cllr Hodson reported that he had contacted the school regarding this matter and the head teacher did advise that letters had been sent to parents.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would email the resident to inform him of the letter issued by the school.
It was further noted that the bend on the junction of the school at Fen Road/Rectory Lane was very dangerous and it would be helpful if a parking restriction could be placed on that bend.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact the Highways Engineer, Mr A Wallace, to enquire about this and ask for a site visit to take place.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.11pm.

Reports

County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson reported that the BCKL&WN had rejected devolution proposals at a meeting held on Thursday, 17th November 2016.  44 voted against compared with only 14 in favour, despite the Leader of the Council, Cllr B Long, calling for them to back it.  Both Broadland and South Norfolk Councils, the other Norfolk districts, voted overwhelmingly to continue in the scheme at their meetings held on the same evening.  However, because one Council voted against, it was likely the deal would now be withdrawn by Central Government.

Cllr Hodson was still liaising with residents regarding the retrospective planning application at 98 John Davis Way for the retention of hardstanding and dog kennel.

Public Participation
There were no members of public present at the meeting.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.14pm.

113/16	Finances and Clerks Report
113.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk reported that the resident at 70 Downham Road had contacted her regarding the overgrown trees and hedges from the adjacent footpath.  The Clerk had contacted Highways which confirmed that the footpath was a Public Right of Way and that although Highways were responsible for the surface, the boundaries were the adjacent landowners’ responsibility.  Historically these boundaries had formed part of the deeds to 68 Downham Road but it was unknown whether this was still the case.  The Clerk had investigated the Land Registry Title Deed costs as follows:
· Title Registers	£19.95	detailed property, house and land information, including ownership details, house price, title number, as well as leases, mortgages and covenants.
· Title Plans	£19.95	outline of the property and its surroundings, with coloured markings indicating rights of way, shared access, land affected by covenants and the route of watercourses.
· Both the Above	£28.95

A short discussion took place and it was agreed that both documents should be purchased.

Proposed – The Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr K Smith

That the Council purchases the Title Register and Plans from Land Registry at a cost of £28.95 to establish the boundaries of 68 Downham Road and the adjacent footpath.

All in favour

The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations for the period ending October 2016 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:



Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2016) Page 9 of 11
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	3,278.20
	94,346.30
	
	Bank Statement 01.10.2016
	 3,278.20
	
	Bank Statement 01.10.2016
	94,346.30

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	97,624.50
	
	Receipts
	2,180.00
	
	Receipts
	       -

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 3,185.24
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,000.00

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 1,822.45
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.10.2016
	2,272.96
	
	Bank Statement 31.10.2016
	92,346.30

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	 
	
	
	
	102543
	- 85.00
	
	 
	 

	Opening Balances
	1,455.75
	94,346.30
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	95,802.05
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	2,180.00
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 3,185.24
	- 2,000.00
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	2,272.96
	92,346.30
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	94,619.26
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 85.00
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	 
	
	
	
	 
	- 85.00
	
	 
	                          -   

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	2,187.96
	92,346.30
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	94,534.26
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	                             -   
	
	 
	                          -   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	2,187.96
	
	Closing Balance
	92,346.30

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	94.534.26

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (3 Months)
	                  9,766.25 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  49,530.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate available funds
	                    -
	
	
	
	
	

	Martingales Estate Reserved Funds 2016/2017
	                    1,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground
	                    2,867.12 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground MUGA Support Grant
	                    4,885.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2015
	                    9,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish Partnership Scheme 2016
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Historical Use
	                       107.26 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	                    - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	                       - 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	                       125.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	23.00
	
	Total Closing Balances
	94,534.26
	
	 

	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,303.63
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	77,303.63
	
	 
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	17,230.63



113.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt £

	13.10.2016
	Jane Cave
	Fairfield Lane Ditch Clear
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	180.00

	14.10.2016
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 28.07 & 01.09
	102546
	31.00
	0.00
	31.00
	0.00

	14.10.2016
	Glazewing
	Waste Collection September
	102547
	35.19
	7.04
	42.23
	0.00

	14.10.2016
	Anglian Water Jul-Oct
	Allotment Water Supply
	102548
	61.81
	0.00
	61.81
	0.00

	14.10.2016
	Command Pest Control
	Wasp Call Out - False Alarm
	102549
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Aldi)
	Metal Paint Comm Payback
	BACS
	8.32
	1.66
	9.98
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Industrial Paints)
	Paint Community Payback
	BACS
	33.00
	0.00
	33.00
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Sainsburys)
	Milk Community Payback
	BACS
	1.63
	0.32
	1.95
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Sainsburys)
	Biscuits Community Payback
	BACS
	0.79
	0.16
	0.95
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Poundland)
	Stationery
	BACS
	0.83
	0.17
	1.00
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (Broomhill Station)
	Fuel Community Payback
	BACS
	4.18
	0.83
	5.01
	0.00

	20.10.2016
	Cllr J Golding (B&Q)
	Brushes Cement Payback
	BACS
	10.96
	2.19
	13.15
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance 03.10
	BACS
	206.33
	41.27
	247.60
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance 17.10
	BACS
	206.33
	41.27
	247.60
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Sherry Grief
	Litter Picking October
	BACS
	144.00
	0.00
	144.00
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Clerk Salary
	Salary
	BACS
	737.33
	0.00
	737.33
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Clerk Expenses
	Expenses
	BACS
	98.60
	0.00
	98.60
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	Clerk (Maypole.Ltd)
	Warren Close Security Post
	BACS
	21.25
	4.25
	25.50
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	HMRC
	Employer PAYE / NI
	BACS
	18.60
	0.00
	18.60
	0.00

	02.11.2016
	BCKL&WN
	Britton Close Allot Lease 4 Yr
	Debit Card
	600.00
	0.00
	600.00
	0.00

	03.11.2016
	Ultimate Land & Gardens Ltd
	Grounds Maintenance 31.10
	BACS
	206.33
	41.27
	247.60
	0.00

	03.11.2016
	Cllr B Leedell (The Range)
	Council Office Security Light
	BACS
	6.66
	1.33
	7.99
	0.00

	03.11.2016
	Cllr B Leedell (Argos)
	Council Office Exten Lead
	BACS
	12.49
	2.50
	14.99
	0.00

	03.11.2016
	Clerk (Royal British Legion)
	Remembrance Wreath S137
	BACS
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00
	0.00

	03.11.2016
	Treelink Landcare
	Glebe Field Tree Thinning
	BACS
	1440.00
	288.00
	1728.00
	0.00

	22.11.2016
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 13.10.2016
	BACS
	15.50
	0.00
	15.50
	0.00

	22.11.2016
	Glazewing
	Waste Collection October
	BACS
	24.56
	4.91
	29.47
	0.00

	22.11.2016
	Winchester Homes Ltd
	Paige Cl Allot Annual Rent
	BACS
	225.00
	0.00
	225.00
	0.00

	22.11.2016
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting Maint Nov
	BACS
	125.88
	25.18
	125.88
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	01.12.2016
	Watlington Football Club
	Planning App Fee Refund
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	48.50

	01.12.2016
	Mr R Murfitt
	Handyman Jun 16-Oct 16
	102496
	317.60
	0.00
	317.60
	0.00

	01.12.2016
	A1 Engraving & Signs
	Play Area Signs x 4
	BACS
	262.56
	52.51
	315.07
	0.00

	01.12.2016
	A1 Engraving & Signs
	Play Area Sign Posts & Fitting
	BACS
	214.00
	42.80
	256.80
	0.00

	Totals this month
	5,120.73
	562.64
	5,683.37
	228.50


The schedule of late bills and receipts were tabled at the meeting.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leeell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the payment of bills including the late bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

113.3/16 Payment of bills Financial Regulation 5
The Clerk reported that invoices for payment should be formally approved by Council prior to them being paid, with the exception of salaries, expenses and HMRC PAYE payments.  This had recently been highlighted by NorfolkALC.

A discussion took place and it was felt that although the Litter Picker was a contractor, it was important for her to be paid each month without formal prior approval so as not to delay her remuneration.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr K Smith

That the payment of bills including late bills are formally approved at a meeting of the Council prior to any payments being made, with the exception of HMRC payments and salaries for the Clerk and Litter Picker, whose monthly wages and expenses should not be delayed.

All in favour

113.4/16 Insurance claim for the damaged street lamp in Thieves Bridge Road
The Clerk reported that the insurance company had offered settlement for the claim based on the estimate received from Westcotec, less the £250.00 policy excess, making a total of £923.00.  Councillors agreed to accept the settlement figure; the Clerk would confirm this to the insurers.

The Clerk reported that when submitting the claim form initially she had also written to Middleton Aggregates Ltd asking for recompense of the damaged light.  No response had been received and the Clerk would send a further request for the £250.00.

113.5/16 Glazewing Waste Unit
The Clerk had obtained and circulated with the agenda a cost from Glazewing to replace the current waste container with a lockable unit.  This would be a one-off fee of £25.00 + VAT.  The Litter Picker was currently struggling to find room in the unit because it was being used by householders.  Further correspondence had also been received this week from Glazewing and circulated to Councillors advising that with effect from Monday, 5th December 2016, overweight containers would be charged at 13p per excess kilo.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Beeby

That the Council agrees to replace the current waste container unit for a lockable one from Glazewing for a one-off cost of £25.00 + VAT.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact Glazewing and issue payment and inform the Litter Picker of the exchange.

113.6/16 Workplace Pension – Staging Date April 2017
The Clerk had obtained details regarding the Workplace Pension from the Local Government Pension Fund and the Nest Pension.  The costs were as follows:
· Norfolk Pension Fund	Employee Cont 5.8%	Employer Cont 21%
· Nest Pension		Employee Cont 2%	Employer Cont 1% 2017 / 2% 2018 / 3% 2019

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr P Smith

That the Council sets up a Workplace Pension with Nest with effect from 1st April 2017.

All in favour

The Clerk would investigate and deal with this.



113.7/16 Finance Panel Budget Meeting
The Finance Panel agreed to meet on Wednesday, 14th December 2016 at 7.30pm to discuss the draft budget.  The Clerk would prepare the figures and circulate them when the November month-end accounts had been completed.

113.8/16 Internal Finance Control
The Clerk advised that Cllr Hooker had been the Internal Finance Control.  Cllr K Smith volunteered to undertake these duties and was duly appointed.  The Clerk would prepare a checklist for Cllr K Smith and arrange a date for the guidance training to be carried out.

113.9/16 Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
No requests for grants or donations had been received.

114/16	Correspondence
114.1/16 Correspondence for action
	BCKL&WN
	Call for Sites and Policy Suggestions Consultation 17 October – 28 November 2016
	28.11.2016


The Council agreed that it did not wish to promote any sites for future development.

114.2/16 Correspondence for information
	Norfolk ALC
	Neighbourhood Planning Bill

	Various
	Varying emails for information purposes (circulated to Councillors)



115/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
115.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the new padlock had now been put on the maintenance gate at the Stone Close Play Area.

The Handyman had been asked to quote for the removal of the kissing gate in Downham Road to the Recreation Ground but had not yet responded.  The Clerk would chase this up.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the current Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds Public Walks and Open Spaces June 2008 needed to be updated to include the Village Hall Car Park and Garden and the land adjoining the Stone Close Play Area up to and including the triangular piece being purchased, as well as those agreed at the previous meeting.  The Clerk would amend the byelaws and send them and a map to the Secretary of State for formal approval.

115.1.1/16 Play Area Signage
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, confirmed that all four play area signs had been produced and erected by A1 Engraving Ltd.  At the last meeting the Council resolved to pay £312.96 + VAT for new signage and a post.  A1 Engraving Ltd had since quoted for clips, posts and labour of the fitting of the signs and formal approval would be required for the additional £163.60 + VAT.  The Clerk had circulated a breakdown of the costs with the agenda.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the Council approves the additional cost of £163.60 + VAT for clips, posts and labour of four new anti-graffiti signs for the three play areas from A1 Engraving.

All in favour




115.1.2/16 Land transfer of the triangular plot adjoining the Stone Close Play Area
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Council’s solicitor was awaiting paperwork from the Winchester Homes’ solicitor regarding the transfer of land of the small triangular plot of land in between the two bungalows by the Stone Close Play Area.

115.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
Cllr Beeby reported that she and Mr Tim Wall, Leisure Management Consultant, had met on Saturday, 12th November 2016 to discuss the proposed MUGA.  Cllr Beeby’s report was tabled at the meeting (Appendix 1).

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had spoken to WREN today which confirmed that the June 2016 deadline had been missed.  However, as a partial application had been submitted this could be added to and resubmitted.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, subsequently contacted Mr Wall and he confirmed he would deal with this.

The Council gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Beeby for attending the meeting and for her informative report.

Cllr K Smith and Cllr P Smith reported that funding was available from Proceeds of Crime and The Older Person’s Fund.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact Mr Wall with this information.

115.2.1/16 Community Projects Panel Member
The Clerk advised that Cllr Hooker had been a member on the Community Projects Panel.  Cllr P Smith volunteered and was duly appointed.

115.2.2/16 Information Map
The Clerk had investigated and circulated with the agenda ideas and costs for a village information map.  Costs ranged from approximately £100.00 + VAT to over £1,000.00 + VAT, depending on the size and detail required.  A short discussion took place and it was agreed that due to financial constraints the Council could not consider purchasing a map at this time as most information could be found online.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting to allow Borough Cllr Hodson to speak.  Cllr Hodson reported that he had a contact that may be able to help with a map and he would investigate this on behalf of the Council.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, thanked him and resumed the meeting.

115.3/16 Play Areas
115.3.1/16 Report from the Play Area Inspections Panel
The Clerk advised that the Play Area Inspection checklists must be held by the Clerk for insurance purposes as the Council was currently breaking the law but not doing so.

Cllr King – Recreation Ground Play Area – not present at this meeting.

Cllr P Smith – Warren Close Play Area – vegetation was required to be cut back.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Handyman would do this.  The seats on the see-saw had finally been reinstated by the Handyman.

Cllr Hooker – Stone Close Play Area – no longer a Councillor.

115.3.2/16 Play Area Inspections Panel Member
The Clerk advised that Cllr Hooker had been a member on the Play Area Inspections Panel.  Mr Keith Leedell had volunteered and was duly appointed without voting rights.  The Clerk would provide him with the necessary checklists for completion.  Mr Leedell would be assigned the Stone Close Play Area.



115.4/16 Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s)
115.4.1/16 Report from the TPO Panel
Cllr Wiles would be carrying out a walkabout through the village to study trees of interest and would subsequently write an article for The Gossip inviting residents and businesses to protect valued trees.

115.5/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

115.6/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

115.7/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that The Gossip had purchased four fruit trees and donated two to the Millennium Green and two for the Meadows Green.  The Voluntary Tree Warden would be planting them.

115.8/16 Glebe Field
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that small vehicles, possibly quad bikes, had been driving onto the Glebe Field through the gap in Lacey’s Hump.  The Highways Engineer, Mr Wallace, confirmed that they may have spare posts which could be donated and erected to stop this activity.  It was felt that as wheelchair and buggy access was required, a post could be placed on each side of the access which would stop the vehicles but not impede access for bulky pedestrian traffic.   The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact Mr Wallace to enquire whether he could provide two small posts.

116/16	Community Matters
116.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that one of the flush pads on the female toilets had fallen off and the toilet had backed up and been left to smell for over a month.  The Clerk thought it may have been cleared today and the flush pad replaced.  The Village Hall Committee AGM had been held on Monday, 21st November 2016 and a new Treasurer had been appointed.  Hire charges would be increasing slightly in 2017.

116.2/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the water on the Paige Close allotment site had been turned off for the winter.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that one plot was currently under observation, although some work was being out.  A few plots still remained unoccupied.

116.3/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that the Community Payback Team (CPT) would be returning in January 2017 for one day to finish off the jobs carried out this summer.  A request had also been made for an additional day to clear the footpath adjacent to 70 Downham Road.  Availability would be confirmed in 2017.  Councillors were asked to think of any areas that needed addressing and to report them to the Clerk or Chairman, Cllr Golding.

116.4/16 Neighbourhood Plan
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, advised that an article on Neighbourhood Plans for The Gossip would be deferred until the spring edition.  To coincide with this, a poster would be produced and displayed asking for volunteers.

116.5/16 Speed Watch – Update by Cllr Bradley
Cllr Bradley was not present at the meeting.  Cllr P Smith advised that manual reports which included vehicle registrations could be given to Cllr Bradley if vehicles were seen to be speeding through the village.

117/16	Highways & Transport Matters
117.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015/2016
The Clerk reported that the 2015/2016 scheme had not yet been paid for.  Councillors agreed not to issue the payment until it was requested by Norfolk County Council.

117.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that work on the trod (Phase 2) was underway.

117.3/16 Parish Partnership-2017/2018
117.3.1/16 Bids to be submitted by 16th December 2016
The Clerk reported that a quotation for the extra works required to complete the 2015/2016 trod scheme (from the Station to the trod end) had not yet been received from the Highways Engineer, Mr Wallace.  However, the cost was known to be £15,000; £7,500 Norfolk County Council, £3,750 Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen Parish Council and £3,750 Watlington Parish Council.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That this Council agrees to submit a bid for the completion of the 2015/2016 trod scheme from the Station to the trod end for the 2017/2018 Parish Partnership Scheme and that the bid is sent to Norfolk County Council by the Clerk by 16th December 2016.

All in favour

118/16	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
118.1/16	Planning applications
118.1.1/16	16/01979/F – East of Bungalow, 35 Fen Road – Construction of two bungalows and garages – Comments by 7th December 2016
The following objections were made:
1. It is considered that this proposal would create a cramped form of development, with the property representing an over-intensive use of the site.  The proposed development by virtue of two units and lack of private amenity space constitutes an over-development of the site that would be unsympathetic to, and out of character with, the adjacent properties.  Advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development and Housing require new development to be of a high standard of design, which respects the characteristics of the locality.  The proposal is therefore contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development and Housing.
2. The proposal, by virtue of its location, would provide a backland form of development which would not respect the form and character of the surrounding area and would set an undesirable precedent.  This would be contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development.
3. The proposed development and lack of associated parking would result in the loss of parking facilities that serve the existing dwellings in the vicinity, therefore potentially causing an increase in on-street parking to the detriment of both visual amenity and highway safety.

The following additional comment was made:
The previous application 14/1570/F for one bungalow and garage was considered to be backland development so two bungalows dual the strength of those views.

118.2/16	Planning decisions
118.2.1/16	16/01557/F – Lindaville, 21 Rectory Lane – Proposed conversion of roofspace with dormer windows
Application permitted (delegated decision).


118.2.216	16/01495/F – 19 Fen Road – Single storey extension to front of dwelling
Application permitted (delegated decision).

119/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
Cllr P Smith raised concern that the football match being played this year on Remembrance Sunday did not pause for a two minutes silence, which was very disrespectful.  The same had also happened last year.  Councillors agreed that this was unacceptable and did not set a good example to the youth.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would email the Football Club Chairman, Mr N McDonald, to raise these concerns.

Cllr Wiles advised that the red telephone box in Mill Road would be removed and taken away if it was not adopted.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, noted that this had been raised previously by the Council but the restoration and maintenance costs had quashed the idea.  However, Councillors agreed that the village should retain it and suggested that the Sports and Social Club have it to house the new defibrillator, which they had recently financed.  The Clerk would contact the BCKL&WN advising of this Council’s intentions to retain the box.

120/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 12th January 2017 at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.47pm.
































Appendix 1
Watlington Parish Council
Community Projects Panel
MUGA

Notes from Meeting 12th November 2016

Present		Tim Wall
		Rachel Beeby (minute taker)

Background
‘Ideal’ funding process
· Apply to Sport England and WREN who offer large sums of funding. Generally only one of them will provide funding
· Following large funding, smaller local funders are more willing to give money as they know the project is going ahead
· We were unable to apply for Sport England funding before the deadline last year due to issues such as planning permission for the lights not being in place

Funding secured
· Tim commented that it is an advantage the local charity Geoffrey Watling has offered £5,000 in funding. This is an advantage when applying to Sport England and WREN as it shows local charities are interested, and therefore feel strongly about the project
· We did not receive funding from the Garfield Weston charity. Tim suggested this was due to it being a National funder and over the last few years they have funded a number of projects within the East

Plan
· Sport England released their funding plans at the start of November. Sport England specifies funds for different types of project. We will be applying for the ‘facilities’ community asset fund which is aimed at funding things like MUGAs. There is also an inactivity fund which is aimed at inactivity in people over the age of 55 years. Due to Watlington’s age demographic we may be able to apply for funding from this ‘pot’
· Currently Sport England has not given specific details about amounts of funding available etc.
· The deadline for this application is December and decision on funding will be received end of March 2017

Future
· We are currently asking for £125,363. If we receive no funding from the main funders we will have to dramatically reduce the costs of the MUGA

Inescapable – MUGA basic
Essential – fences
Desirable – fitness equipment, table tennis

· To reduce costs we would remove ‘desirable’ items such as the snooker game, table tennis table, fitness equipment. We can also reduce the costs in the ‘essential’ items such as the height of the fence, lower quality lights etc.

Tim Wall 
· Tim will receive the final instalment of his agreed fees once the application for Sport England is complete

Action
· Find out from Jean if we have received funding from WREN
· Keep in contact with Tim as he will need up-to-date information from the Parish Council such as bank statements etc.
· Arrange to meet Tim and discuss the project after Sport England funding is decided at the end of March
