[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Thursday, 14th January 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr R Beeby
								Cllr T Bradley
								Cllr D Hooker
								Cllr A King
								Cllr A Prior
								Cllr A Wiles
				County Councillor		Cllr B Long
			Minutes recorded by		Ms Y Griffiths
				Member(s) of Public		4


1/16	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from the Parish Clerk, Mrs S Porter (car accident), Cllr C Davies (work commitment), Cllr I Mack (work commitment) and Cllr E Simmonds (work injury).

The apologies were accepted.

2/16	Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday, 26th November 2015

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Beeby

That the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 26th November 2015 (items 118/15-132/15) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

3/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

4/16	Councillor issues
4.1/15 Councillors’ questions and/or issues
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had received an update on lights surrounding the Village Hall car park from the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee.

Cllr Bradley raised the matter of progress with Speedwatch.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, offered to raise the matter in the Gossip magazine. The Chairman requested that the Parish Clerk follow up this matter.

4.2/15 Report on dog fouling in Fen Road
Cllr Beeby reported on dog fouling, particularly in Fen Road. She had reported the matter to the BCKL&WN.  County Cllr Long was aware of the dog fouling matter.  The Chairman reported that the Parish Clerk had also informed the BCKL&WN.  Eight ‘no fouling’ signs had been erected.  To date, no person had been seen and identified with a dog in the act of fouling.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 8.09pm.


Reports

County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long raised the consultation on BCKL&WN budget savings.  He said that the budget meeting could be difficult because of proportionality issues.  He also said that he had attended former Borough Councillor, Julian Ansell’s funeral.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, expressed her condolences.  Cllr Long requested questions.  Mr Harding, a member of the public, asked if there was an update on the planning application in Mill Road and if the Planning Committee had visited the site.  Cllr Long suggested that discussion would likely take place at the next BCKL&WN Planning Meeting, scheduled for 8th February 2016.  Cllr Hooker raised the matter that 26th January 2016 was the deadline for a decision.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, responded that no information had been received.  Cllr Long explained the procedure for site visits and timely decision making.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, asked if there would be Parish Council representation at the BCKL&WN Planning Meeting.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had asked Cllr Mack if he could attend and she was awaiting his reply.  Mr Harding said he would attend.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson was not yet present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Public Participation
No members of public wished to address the Council.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.23pm.

5/16	Finances and Clerks Report
5.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations for the periods ending 30th November 2015 and 31st December 2015 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:

Accounts to 30th November 2015
	Business Saver Account 20511196
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.10.2015
	
	£87,054.89

	Amount debited to Community Account
	
	- £3,500.00

	Amount credited
	Interest
	£0.00

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£83,554.89

	Parish Community Account 90930938
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.10.2015
	
	£920.99

	Amount credited from Business Saver account
	
	£3,500.00

	Receipts
	
	£0.00

	Payments
	Cheques x 9, DD x 0, Charges
	- £1,757.81

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£2,663.18

	Business Saver & Parish Community Accounts
	
	

	Bank Statement Balances
	
	£86,218.07

	Less uncleared payments (Community Account)
	
	- £2,662.10

	Adjusted Balance
	
	£83,555.97

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	

	Historical Use
	
	£107.26

	Recreation Ground
	
	£3,117.12

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	
	£56,530.00

	Martingales Estate 2015/2016 available funds
	
	£3,386.77

	Parish Partnership 2015
	
	£9,000.00

	40% of 2015/2016 Budget Reserve
	(Less £10,000.00)
	£5,000.00

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	
	£77,141.15

	Remaining 2015/2016 Precept Funds
	
	£6,414.82



Accounts to 31st December 2015
	Business Saver Account 20511196
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 30.11.2015
	
	£83,554.89

	Amount debited to Community Account
	
	- £2,000.00

	Amount credited
	Interest
	£10.90

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£81,565.79

	Parish Community Account 90930938
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 30.11.2015
	
	£2,663.18

	Amount credited from Business Saver account
	
	£2,000.00

	Receipts
	
	£475.90

	Payments
	Cheques x 15 DD x 0, Charges
	- £3,167.69

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£1,971.39

	Business Saver & Parish Community Accounts
	
	

	Bank Statement Balances
	
	£83,537.18

	Less uncleared payments (Community Account)
	
	- £100.00

	Adjusted Balance
	
	£83,437.18

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	

	Historical Use
	
	£107.26

	Recreation Ground
	
	£2,867.12

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	
	£56,530.00

	Martingales Estate 2015/2016 available funds
	
	£3,386.77

	Parish Partnership 2015
	
	£9,000.00

	40% of 2015/2016 Budget Reserve
	(Less £10,000.00)
	£5,000.00

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	
	£76,891.15

	Remaining 2015/2016 Precept Funds
	
	£6,546.03



Cllr Hooker reported that the internal controls had been completed and signed off.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Hooker

That the finance report is accepted and approved.

All in favour

5.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Payee
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Authority
	Description
	Date Paid

	Payments

	Tim Wall
	£250.00
	£0.00
	Admin
	MUGA Project Bid Services
	30.11.2015

	Sherry Grief
	£82.50
	£0.00
	Admin
	Litter Picking Services November
	30.11.2015

	Clerk October
	£913.98
	£0.00
	Admin
	Salary November
	30.11.2015

	 
	£135.50
	£0.00
	Admin
	Clerk Expenses November
	

	 
	£1.19
	£0.00
	Admin
	Stationery/Equipment
	

	HMRC (Nov)
	£64.21
	£0.00
	Admin
	Employer Tax & NI
	30.11.2015

	Watlington Village Hall
	£25.25
	£0.00
	Admin
	Room Hire
	08.12.2015

	K&M Lighting Services
	 £125.88
	£25.18
	Admin
	Street Lighting Services December
	08.12.2015

	2nd Run Hol & Wat Scoup Group
	 £100.00
	£0.00
	Admin
	S137 Donation
	08.12.2015

	Winchester Homes Ltd
	 £225.00
	 £0.00
	Admin
	Allotment Land Rent
	10.12.2015

	Glazewing
	 £16.90
	 £3.38
	Admin
	Waste Collection
	17.12.2015

	East of the Ouse IDB
	 £70.00
	 £14.00
	Admin
	Recreation Ground Hedge Trimming
	17.12.2015

	Brenda Leedell
	£15.41
	£3.08
	Admin
	New Telephone Council Office
	01.01.2016

	Hayes & Storr Solicitors
	£6.00
	£0.00
	WPC
	Stone Close Land Registry Documents
	01.01.2016

	Sherry Grief
	£82.50
	£0.00
	Admin
	Litter Picking Services December
	01.01.2016

	Clerk Salary & Expenses
	£755.47
	£0.00
	Admin
	Salary December
	01.01.2016

	 
	£59.00
	£0.00
	Admin
	Clerk Expenses December
	

	 
	£14.15
	£0.00
	Admin
	Postage
	

	HMRC (Dec) 
	£174.63
	£0.00
	Admin
	Employer Tax & NI
	01.01.2016

	Receipts

	Edward Shouldham Refund
	£400.00
	£0.00
	Admin
	Repayment (Skipper)
	01.12.2015

	Wren Refund
	 £75.90
	 £0.00
	WPC
	Millennium Green Project
	19.12.2015



Proposed – Cllr King					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a cheque had been received for the sum of £75.90 from WREN as a refund for an overpayment made towards the Millennium Green grant.  Following an explanation by the Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, the decision was taken that the Parish Council retain this sum.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Hooker

That the sum of £75.90 received from WREN be retained by the Parish Council.

All in favour

5.3/16 Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
No requests for grants and donations had been received.

6/16	2016/2017 Budget
A copy of the 2016/2017 draft budget had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, outlined the budget and highlighted the variances.  Cllr Hooker asked if it was permissible to budget for donations.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, explained that donations would have to be budgeted for.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, pointed out an amendment for the Martingales Dowry; the sum drawn down would be £6000, not £7000 as presented in the 2016/17 budget.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr King

That the 2016/2017 budget is approved and adopted as recommended by the Finance Panel.

All in favour
County Cllr Long left the Council chamber at 7.46pm.

7/16	2016/2017 Precept
A copy of the 2016/2017 precept had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Finance Panel recommended that the Precept be increased by 11.6% to the sum of £39,065.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Precept for the financial year 2016/2017 be increased by 11.6% to £39,065.

All in favour

8/16	Correspondence
8.1/16 Correspondence for action
	National Association of Local Councils (NALC)
	New audit regime by Sector Led Body – deadline for opting out 31.01.2016
	24.11.2015

	Watlington Fete Working Group
	Permission to hold Village Fete on Recreation Ground and Glebe Field
	07.12.2015


A copy of the New Audit Regime had been circulated with the agenda.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that the Parish Clerk had recommended not opting out.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the New Audit Regime be adopted.

All in favour

A request had been received from Ms Penny Cooke on behalf of the Watlington Fete Working Committee that permission is granted for the Glebe field and the Recreation Ground to be used for the 2016 Fete, that insurance be in place and the ban for dogs be lifted for this event.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Beeby

That permission is granted for the Watlington Fete Working Committee to use the Glebe field and the Recreation Ground for the 2016 Fete, that insurance be in place and that the dog ban be lifted for this event.

All in favour

The Chairman requested that the Clerk respond to Penny Cooke forthwith.

8.2/16 Correspondence for information
	Came & Company Insurance
	Liability Cover for voluntary tree warden
	29.12.2015

	Various
	Press releases and circulars
	Since last meeting



9/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
9.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported on the wooden picket fencing for the Stone Close Play area.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had obtained a quote for £248.00 for materials, inclusive of VAT.  The quote for labour was £400.00 to install the fencing and kissing gate which is in storage. Other quotes would be sought.

Cllr Hooker suggested seeking a quotation from DMG Timber.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would deal with this.

9.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that quotations had been received from Kompan, Dereham, for £113,465 and Playinnovations for £130,363.  The Chairman offered to compare the specifications and report back.  Three bids for funding had been submitted so far by Tim Wall.  Results should be received by April.  WREN has yet to be approached as planning permission needs to be in place for the floodlights before they will consider it.  The planning application was submitted on 11th January 2016 by Matt Gosling, acting as agent to the Parish Council.  One of the prospective funders required a reference.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, approached the Head teacher of Watlington School and she had agreed to supply this.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported on the parcel of land adjacent to the Stone Close play area.  She had approached Mr Oliver Pearson of Winchester Homes, as this land was still in his ownership.  Mr Pearson agreed to transfer ownership to the Parish Council provided the Parish Council covered all legal costs.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had consulted with Hayes and Storr Solicitors and a response was in progress.

9.3/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
The Clerk had reported that the Handyman was undertaking small tidying jobs around the village.

9.4/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
Matters appertaining to the Litter Picker would be discussed under confidentiality at the end of the meeting.

9.5/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell agreed to consult with the Tree Warden concerning a large tree on the John Davis Way open space.

10/16	Community Matters
10.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the next Village Hall Management Committee meeting was 25th January 2016.

10.2/16 Village Hall Office – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, was investigating the implications of the disconnection of the Village Hall lobby payphone.  Cllr Leedell also reported that she would monitor the performance of the Parish Council internet as there had been a failure of it over the Christmas period.

10.3/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that all plots were occupied.  There was nothing further to report.

10.4/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Ms Natalie Bullock, CPU Placement Coordinator, had reported that all village hedges had been trimmed and that clearing the Fairfield Lane dyke would not comprise a day’s work.

Cllr Prior requested whether the clearing of the overgrowth on the trod on Glebe land could be included in the works.  The Chairman requested that the Clerk process this request.

10.5/16 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Mack to report
	Cllr Mack was not present at the meeting.  This item would be deferred.

11/16	Highways & Transport Matters
11.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015 Trod Bid – Update by Chairman and Clerk
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had emailed Mr A Wallace, Highways Engineer, for an update on the trod from Watlington to Magdalen.  Mr Wallace replied that there was a meeting scheduled for 15th January 2016 and he hoped that works would commence soon.

11.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017 – Update by Clerk
The Clerk had circulated the proposed bid to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that a response would be received in March 2016.

12/16	Planning applications
12.1/16 Planning decisions received
No planning applications had been received.

12.2/16 Planning decisions received
12.2.1/16	15/01723/F – Twin Trees, 44 Downham Road – Construction of a new dwelling
Application Permitted (Delegated decision).

13/16	Leases – Update by Chairman
13.1/16 Glebe Field Land
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported the overpayment of £300.00 for legal fees had been deducted from the rent for the Glebe field.

14/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, was approached by a parishioner with their concerns that the new section of path from the school to the Martingales was too narrow for emergency vehicles.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had recommended that the parishioner approach the Head teacher as this was a Norfolk County Council matter.

15/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 25th February 2016 at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

All members of the public left the Council chamber at 8.25pm.

16/16	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	16.1/16 Litter Picker’s new agreement
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Cllr Prior					Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the contracted Litter Picker’s agreement is approved, subject to final consultation with the Litter Picker, with effect from 1st April 2016.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2015) Page 7 of 8
