[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Thursday, 25th February 2016 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr R Beeby
								Cllr T Bradley
								Cllr C Davies
								Cllr D Hooker
								Cllr A King
								Cllr I Mack (from Item 23.1.3/16)
								Cllr A Prior
								Cllr A Wiles (from Item 23.1.3/16)
				Borough Councillor		Cllr P Hodson (from Item 25.3/16)
			Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
				Member(s) of Public		3


17/16	Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.  Cllr Wiles would be late to the meeting due to work commitments and Cllr Bradley would be leaving the meeting early due to personal commitments.  County Cllr Long and Borough Cllr Hodson had a BCKL&WN Full Council meeting this evening but would endeavour to attend.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, announced that Cllr E Simmonds had submitted her formal resignation to the Chairman this afternoon.  Due to work commitments she was unable to continue as a Councillor.  The Clerk would contact the BCKL&WN Monitoring Officer to advise of the casual vacancy.

18/16	Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday, 14th January 2016

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr King

That the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 14th January 2016 (items 1/16-16/16) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

19/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

20/16	Councillor issues
20.1/15 Councillors’ questions and/or issues
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Ms K Lawty, BCKL&WN Senior Planning Officer, had today confirmed that the outline planning application for 40 dwellings at Land off Mill Road would be considered by the Planning Committee on Thursday, 5th April 2016.  Cllr Davies confirmed that he would be prepared to speak against the application at that meeting.  The Clerk would forward him details of the agenda when it had been published and notify the BCKL&WN of his intention to speak.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.06pm.

Reports


County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson would report later in the meeting.

Public Participation
A member of public enquired whether Bennett Homes were the owners of the site for Land off Mill Road.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that they were the agents acting on behalf of the landowners.  Bennett Homes’ interest in this land was due to the fact that they owned a further piece of land close by.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.09pm.

It was suggested that in spite of the objections raised in regard to the Land off Mill Road application, the development may be approved by the BCKL&WN and if that were to be the case, the parish should benefit financially from S106 funding, in particular towards the Multi Use Games Area which will be in close proximity to the development and used by the residents living there.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would speak to Ms Lawty to investigate whether this would be a possibility and the Clerk would send a subsequent letter if granted.

21/16	Finances and Clerks Report
21.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations for the period ending 31st January 2016 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:
	Business Saver Account 20511196
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.12.2015
	
	£81,565.79

	Amount debited to Community Account
	
	- £3,500.00

	Amount credited
	Interest
	£0.00

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£78,065.79

	Parish Community Account 90930938
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.12.2015
	
	£1,971.39

	Amount credited from Business Saver account
	
	£3,500.00

	Receipts
	
	£63.80

	Payments
	Cheques x 8 DD x 1, Charges
	- £3,138.64

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£2,396.55

	Business Saver & Parish Community Accounts
	
	

	Bank Statement Balances
	
	£80,462.34

	Less uncleared payments (Community Account)
	
	- £1,020.45

	Adjusted Balance
	
	£79,441.89

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	

	Historical Use
	
	£107.26

	Recreation Ground
	
	£2,867.12

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	
	£56,530.00

	Martingales Estate 2015/2016 available funds
	
	£3,345.53

	Parish Partnership 2015
	
	£9,000.00

	40% of 2015/2016 Budget Reserve
	(Less £10,000.00)
	£5,000.00

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	
	£76,849.91

	Remaining 2015/2016 Precept Funds
	
	£2,591.98


The Clerk reported that further funds from the Council’s budget reserves would need to be spent to see the Council through to the year-end but it would not be necessary to use any other earmarked reserves.

Proposed – Cllr Bradley					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the finance report is accepted and approved.

All in favour

21.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Payee
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Authority
	Description
	Date Paid

	Payments

	K&M Lighting Services
	 £125.88 
	 £25.18 
	Admin
	Street Lighting
	07.01.2016

	E-On
	 £647.78 
	 £29.56 
	Admin
	Street Lighting
	11.01.2016

	Maxey Grounds & Co
	 £400.00 
	£0.00
	Admin
	Glebe Field Rent
	12.01.2016

	Maxey Grounds & Co
	 £600.00 
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Car Park & VH Rent
	12.01.2016

	Glazewing
	 £84.10 
	£16.82
	Admin
	Waste Collection
	21.01.2016

	Yve Griffiths
	 £25.00 
	£0.00
	WPC
	Minute Taking
	21.01.2016

	Anglian Water
	 £19.34 
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Allotments
	28.01.2016

	Sherry Grief
	 £82.50 
	£0.00
	Admin
	Litter Picking
	28.01.2016

	Clerk January
	 £706.06 
	£0.00   
	Admin
	 Salary
	28.01.2016

	 
	 £69.80 
	£0.00
	Admin
	 Expenses
	28.01.2016

	 
	 £1.19 
	£0.00   
	Admin
	 Postage
	28.01.2016

	HMRC (Jan)
	 £15.64 
	£0.00
	Admin
	Employer Tax & NI
	28.01.2016

	Glazewing
	 £24.10 
	 £4.82 
	Admin
	Waste Collection
	18.02.2016

	Watlington Village Hall
	 £15.50 
	 £0.00
	Admin
	Room Hire
	18.02.2016

	K&M Lighting Services
	 £125.88 
	 £25.18 
	Admin
	Street Lighting
	18.02.2016

	Receipts

	Allotment Tenant
	 £20.00    
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Allotment Rent
	12.02.2016

	UK Power Refund
	£43.80
	£0.00
	Admin
	Street Lighting
	12.02.2016


The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the cheque to Yve Griffiths for £25.00 had been cancelled as her bank account was in her maiden name.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had therefore given Yve Griffiths £25.00 cash and the cheque would now be payable to her for reimbursement.  This was noted.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

21.3/16 Internal Auditor
The Clerk reported that she had obtained verbal quotations for the services of an Internal Auditor.  A Clerk from Norfolk ALC charged £10.00 per hour, LAS Partnership charged £240.00 and Mr John Cross, previously used by this Council, charged £25.00.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That Mr John Cross is contracted to carry out the services of the Internal Audit 2015/2016.

All in favour
21.4/16 Play Area Inspections
The Clerk reported that the Play Inspection Company had carried out the annual inspections of the Recreation Ground, Stone Close Play Area and Warren Close Play Area for the past few years.  The company had confirmed there would be no price increase on their 2014/2015 charges and the cost would be £62.50 per area + VAT (total of £187.50 + VAT).  It was therefore recommended that the Council accept this quotation with a view to reviewing the contract in 2017.

Proposed – Cllr Beeby					Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Play Inspection Company is contracted to carry out the annual inspections of the Recreation Ground, Stone Close Play Area and Warren Close Play Area at a total cost of £187.50 + VAT.

All in favour

21.5/16 Millennium Green Bin
The Clerk had obtained and circulated with the agenda three quotations for a new lockable post mounted plastic litter bin for the Millennium Green as one had been broken beyond repair.  The costs were:

· Broxap £49.00 + £28.00 delivery + VAT (£77.00 + £15.40 VAT = £92.40 Total)
· Kingfisher Direct £50.99 + £10.50 delivery + VAT (£61.49 + £12.30 VAT = £73.79 Total).
· Wybone £49.99 + £8.50 delivery + VAT (£58.49 + £11.70 VAT = £70.19 Total)

Proposed – Cllr King					Seconded – Cllr Davies

That a lockable post mounted plastic litter bin is purchased for the Millennium Green from Wybone at a cost of £58.49 + VAT.

All in favour

21.5/16 Annual Subscription to the Society of Local Clerks and Councils (SLCC)

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the Council renews its annual membership with SLCC at a cost of £74.50, this being 50% of the total annual premium split equally with Marham Parish Council.

All in favour

21.6/16 Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
No requests for grants and donations had been received.

22/16	Correspondence
22.1/16 Correspondence for action
	None
	
	



22.2/16 Correspondence for information
	BCKL&WN
	Watlington Taxbase increased from 777.2 to 777.6.  Under this calculation the Band D reduces from £50.26 to £50.24.
	05.02.2016

	Watlington Village Hall
	Due to EU Referendum Council meeting 23rd June 2016 cancelled and rescheduled 16th June 2016
	16.02.2016

	Grounds Maintenance Contract
	Requests issued to CGM Group, Norse Commercial, R G Maintenance Services & Ultimate Land & Gardens – responses by 24th March 2016 – to be approved 7th April 2016
	16.02.2016

	Various
	Press releases and circulars
	Since last meeting


The Clerk reported that two of the Grounds Maintenance companies had requested site maps and photographs of the areas to be maintained.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and the Clerk would drive round the village the following week and the Clerk would forward the information to all companies.

23/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
23.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that permanent Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) signage was required for the play areas.  The BCKL&WN had confirmed it would provide 3 laminated signs for each play area which could then be fixed in protected boards and secured to the fencing.  Discussions were ongoing.

23.1.1/16 Transfer of plot of land from Winchester Homes, adjacent to Stone Close Play Area
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had been liaising with the landowner, Winchester Homes, regarding the small triangular plot of land in between the two bungalows by the Stone Close Play Area.  The Council maintained this plot of land but did not own it and it was felt that this could be purchased for possible future investment and/or a potential build.  The landowner had confirmed that the transfer could take place providing the Council covered the legal transfer fees of £500.00 plus £450.00 for the Council’s deed and £500.00 for the deed of Winchester Homes.  The total cost would be £1,450.00.

A long discussion took place and some concern was raised regarding the unknown service pipes underground which could deem the land inadequate for garden use or unable to be built on.  It was on the other hand felt that the Council would benefit from owning the land for amenity space which would also secure the whole plot under ownership rather than just part of it.

Proposed – Cllr Bradley					Seconded – Cllr Beeby

That the Council approves the legal costs of £1,450.00 for the transfer and deeds of the land adjoining the Stone Close Play Area from Winchester Homes and gives instruction to the solicitors to proceed on this basis.

For – 6			Against – 0			Abstentions – 2

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact Winchester Homes to initiate the land transfer of the small triangular plot of land adjoining the Stone Close Play Area.

23.1.2/16 Fencing and Kissing Gate at the Stone Close Play Area
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had sought a further quotation for wooden picket fencing, posts and concrete from DMG Timber Ltd as requested at the previous meeting.  The cost would be £97.00 + VAT + £10.00 delivery.  The Handyman had confirmed that his labour costs for erecting the fencing and kissing gate, currently stored at Mr Hugh Lacey’s home, would be £450.00.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Prior

That wooden picket fencing, posts and concrete are purchased from DMG Timber Ltd at a cost of £97.00 + VAT + £10.00 delivery and that the handyman is contracted to install the fencing and kissing gate at the entrance to the Stone Close Play Area at a cost of £450.00.

All in favour

23.1.3/16 Fencing for the Warren Close Play Area hedge 
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that construction on the two properties being built adjacent to the Medical Centre had commenced and on completion, a new pathway would be constructed as part of the planning conditions.  In view of this, the Warren Close Play Area historical hedge, owned by the Council, needed to be protected.

Cllr Wiles arrived at the meeting at 7.38pm.

A short discussion took place and it was felt that post and wire fencing was unnecessary, could be financially costly and may even be a health and safety hazard.  It was felt that six wooden post markers would be sufficient to indicate the boundary of the hedge.  It was also noted that signage should be displayed on the posts advising of the historical importance of the hedge.

It was agreed for the Chairman, Cllr Golding, and the Clerk to investigate the costs of six posts from DMG Timber Ltd as they were likely to be inexpensive and would save further delivery costs.

Cllr Mack arrived at the meeting at 7.42pm.

It was further agreed for the Clerk to contact the Voluntary Tree Warden and enquire about the cutting of the historical hedge.

23.1.4/16 Queen’s 90th Birthday Tree Planting
The Clerk reported that she had submitted a funding application to Norfolk Community Foundation for native fruit tree planting on the John Davis Way open space and Millennium Green.  The application included details of renaming the John Davis Way open space in commemoration of the Queen’s 90th birthday.

Cllr Mack recommended contacting the local schools to get involved and invite the students to suggest names for the open space.  The children could also be invited to attend the tree planting event on the day.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact the Head teacher by email.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, advised that if the funding application was unsuccessful The Gossip magazine had agreed to fund the purchase and planting of the fruit trees.

The Clerk would forward all Councillors a copy of the funding application submitted to the Norfolk Community Foundation.

23.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had compared the quotations received from Kompan and PlayInnovation for the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA).  The Clerk confirmed that Kompan had been sent the exact proposal of PlayInnovation, minus their costs, when asked to submit a tender.

Cllr Mack recommended that the Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, compare the specifications, products and value of the quotations in great detail to ensure they were like for like.  It was also suggested that the Clerk enquire about other local MUGA’s the companies had built in order that Councillors could visit them.

23.3/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that she had liaised with the Handyman regarding the trod overgrowth on the Glebe Field and suggested that weed killer may be sufficient to deal with the problem.

It was agreed for the Clerk to contact the Internal Drainage Board to see if this was something they could deal with as their rates were inexpensive and their work was of a very good quality.

23.4/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

23.5/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell reported that she had liaised with the Voluntary Tree Warden to lop the large tree on the John Davis Way open space.
24/16	Community Matters
24.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Village Hall Management Committee had, at the previous meeting, approved the refurbishment of the kitchen, anticipated to take place in August 2016.

24.2/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

24.3/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that the Community Payback team, now privatised, could only take on projects with more than one days work due to the time taken in administration and site visits.  The ideal was that 10 sessions were pre-booked per year.  Jobs could include hedge trimming, strimming of overhanging weeds and branches, ditch clearance, painting and decorating, etc, although green waste could not be transported.  Any sessions not worked would not be charged and if the group numbers were below 5 this would also not be chargeable.  The cost per day was currently £75.00 + £25.00 VAT.

It was agreed for the Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, to compile a list of 10 day sessions and liaise with the Community Payback team to deal with them accordingly.

Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Cllr Prior

That the Council earmarks £750.00 + VAT for the services of the Community Payback team to carry out community service work for 10 day sessions in the financial year 2016/2017.

All in favour

24.4/16 Dog Fouling – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that dog fouling throughout the village was now a huge problem and she would be attending a seminar in April 2016 in Downham Market regarding the problems of dog fouling.  Approval of this would be sought at the next Council meeting.

24.5/16 Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Mack to report
The Clerk had circulated details of neighbourhood plans with the agenda.  Cllr Mack advised that The Localism Act had introduced rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new development by coming together to prepare neighbourhood plans.  With the current unapproved Local Development Framework, planning applications were currently being permitted which otherwise might not be if a neighbourhood plan was in place.

Cllr Mack advised that he had been liaising with a BCKL&WN officer who confirmed that they would be available to help initiate this by means of providing the boundaries of the plan, population statistics, age profiles, economic data, a definitive map, support and guidance.  The costs of implementing neighbourhood plans varied a great deal depending on the community support and staff hours given to the project.

Proposed – Cllr Prior					Seconded – Cllr Mack

That the Clerk contacts the BCKL&WN for initial information and guidance in order that the Council may consider preparing a neighbourhood plan.

All in favour





25/16	Highways & Transport Matters
25.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015 Trod Bid – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr A Wallace, Highways Engineer, had confirmed that UK Power Networks were currently carrying out risk assessments and works would recommence on the trod prior to April 2016.

25.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017 – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

Borough Cllr Hodson arrived at the meeting at 8.34pm.

25.3/16 Train Station Commuter Parking
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 8.35pm in order to allow Borough Cllr Hodson to report on this item.

Cllr Hodson confirmed that he had spoken to the police regarding the parking in residential streets close to the train station and they confirmed that the matter would be raised at the next Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel (SNAP) meeting.  The police advised that they would investigate the problems and place notices on cars if any of them were causing an obstruction.  County Cllr Long was also investigating the issue with Norfolk County Council.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 8.38pm.

A long discussion took place as to whether residential permit parking could be established, double yellow lines extended or short term parking restrictions introduced.  The Clerk reported that these suggestions had been made to Cllr Long but it was unlikely any of them would be introduced because Watlington was a village and not a large town or city.  Legal car parking orders and enforcement were costly and very time consuming for Norfolk County Council and their priorities lay with extreme traffic congestion.  It was agreed to wait for the report from Cllr Long.

Cllr Bradley gave her apologies and left the Council Chamber at 8.52pm.

26/16	Planning applications
26.1/16 Planning applications received

26.1.1/16	15/01306/OM – Storage Land, Station Road – Amendment details for Outline application with some matters reserved for mixed use development comprising 50 no. space car park, 500sq m of B1 use and 9 no. dwellings
There were no objections to the amendment but the previous Council comments still apply.

26.1.2/16	15/02051/F – 6 St Peters Road – Single storeyside/rear extension
There were no objections.

26.1.3/16	16/00067/F – Alpine, 90 Downham Road – Single storey rear extension
There were no objections.

26.1.4/16	16/00071/F – Land On the West Side of Church Road – Installation of additional field floodlights and floodlights for MUGA/FISA
No comment (Pecuniary Interest).

26.1.5/16	16/00253/F – 2 Glebe Avenue – Two storey and single storey extensions to dwelling following removal of existing single storey flat roof areas – Comments by 9th March 2016.
There were no objections.

The Clerk would submit the comments to the BCKL&WN.
26.2/16	 Planning decisions received for information

26.2.1/16	Planning Inspectorate – Palm Paper Ltd – Palm Paper CCGT Power Station, King’s Lynn
Development Consent.

27/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, advised that regular play area inspections must be carried out and recorded for insurance purposes.  Cllr Hooker would train Cllr Davies, Cllr King and Mr Peter Smith, a voluntary member of public, on the inspection process.

Casual vacancy – the Clerk would add this item to the next agenda.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Listed Wall at Manor Farmhouse, Church Road, was crumbling and in need of restoration.  The Clerk had already sent the occupier a letter regarding this but would also forward an email to the BCKL&WN to inform them of the deteriorating wall.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, welcomed Cllr Davies back to the Council after his six month sabbatical.

28/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 7th April 2016 following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reminded Panel members of their duty to write reports for that meeting.  The Clerk would produce a Chairman’s Report and Finance Report for the Vice Chairman.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.02pm.

Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2016) Page 9 of 9
