[bookmark: _GoBack]WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council meeting held Thursday, 7th April 2016 at 7.35pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr T Bradley
								Cllr D Hooker
								Cllr A King
								Cllr A Wiles
				Borough Councillor		Cllr P Hodson
				County Councillor		Cllr B Long
			Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		14


29/16	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr R Beeby (illness), Cllr C Davies (work commitment), Cllr I Mack (work commitment) and Cllr A Prior (personal commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

30/16	Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday, 25th February 2016

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr King

That the minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 25th February 2016 (items 17/16-28/16) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

31/16	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
There were no declarations of interest and no requests for dispensation.

32/16	Councillor issues
32.1/16 Councillors’ questions and/or issues
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reminded Councillors to acknowledge emails from the Clerk when necessary.  Emails circulated for information did not require a response.

32.2/16 Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported that the Notice for a Casual Vacancy had been displayed on Tuesday, 8th March 2016 giving 14 days notice for a written request from ten electors to fill the vacancy by election.  The BCKL&WN Electoral Services had confirmed that no request had been made and the vacancy could therefore be advertised to fill the vacancy by co-option.  The Clerk would advertise this.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.39pm.

Reports

County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long reported that the budget for the Council Tax bill had been negotiated by all political parties which had not been done in the past.  This had proved to be very successful.  Part savings had been made from the closure of some recycling centres and fire stations.
With effect from 1st April 2016 recycling centre opening hours had been extended from 9.00am-5.00pm to include bank holidays, weekdays and weekends.  The charge for tyres (excluding bicycles tyres) had been increased to £4.00 per tyre due to the costs incurred by Norfolk County Council to dispose of them.

An East Anglian devolution agreement for Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire was in discussion to combine authority work and consider powers of a new Mayor.  The Mayor will be elected by voters in the three counties in May 2017.  The three authorities would be working closely with businesses and colleges to ensure services were delegated locally.

Borough Cllr Peter Hodson
Borough Cllr Hodson reported on the train commuter parking in the surrounding residential roads.  To introduce a permit scheme would be complicated, very costly and extremely lengthy and due to the village location this was not something Norfolk County Council would consider.  The police would carry out spot checks in the roads to ensure people were parking legally and not obstructing private properties.

Public Participation
Members of public raised their discontent that the BCKL&WN had permitted the outline planning application for Land off Mill Road.  At the Planning Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 5th April 2016 objectors had been Mr M Harding, resident, Mr R Rockcliffe, resident, and Cllr Bradley.  A letter from Mrs P Harding was read to the Council.  A long debate took place and questions from the floor were raised.

County Cllr Long confirmed that he and Borough Cllr Hodson had not been able to attend the meeting due to prior commitments and presented answers to the questions raised.
· Case planning officer(s), the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee were always required to visit a site prior to their meeting.
· At Norfolk County Council planning meetings, a lawyer was present and at the BCKL&WN a senior planning officer was always in attendance.
· Judicial reviews and appeals to the Secretary of State were not in place for the general public, only applicants.  Cases had to be exceptionally good to consider this action as historical costs of taking the BCKL&WN to court have been in the region of £20,000 and if the BCKL&WN loses, the cost is payable by the ratepayers.
· Green land is defined as not having a building developed on it in the past.  The five year land supply by Central Government has strict guidelines (approximately 760 houses per annum) and the BCKL&WN must comply.  Watlington is considered to have sustainability by reason of a train station, shop, pub, schools, amenities, etc, all of which form part of the decision process.  As this is an outline application the land supply may change prior to a reserved matters or full application being received.

Members of public also raised concern regarding the speed of vehicles in the village, including that of registered taxis.  It was also felt that tractors were overloaded, dropping their loads on the roads.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that 30mph flashing signs were located at two entrances into the village.  Cllr Bradley advised that the Clerk was currently getting a Speed Watch scheme introduced in the village and volunteers could record their desire to join the team.

County Cllr Long advised the public to record the taxi number of any offenders and report them directly to the BCKL&WN.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 8.35pm.  13 members of public left the Council chamber.

33/16	Finances and Clerks Report
33.1/16 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations for the periods ending 29th February 2016 and 31st March 2016 with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:

Accounts to 29th February 2016
	Business Saver Account 20511196
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.01.2016
	
	£78,065.79

	Amount debited to Community Account
	
	- £0.00

	Amount credited
	Interest
	£0.00

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£78,065.79

	Parish Community Account 90930938
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 31.01.2016
	
	£2,396.55

	Amount credited from Business Saver account
	
	£0.00

	Receipts
	
	£0.00

	Payments
	Cheques x 5 DD x 0
	- £995.45

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£1,401.10

	Business Saver & Parish Community Accounts
	
	

	Bank Statement Balances
	
	£79,466.89

	Less uncleared payments (Community Account)
	
	- £1,749.90

	Adjusted Balance
	
	£77,716.99

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	

	Historical Use
	
	£107.26

	Recreation Ground
	
	£2,867.12

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	
	£56,530.00

	Martingales Estate 2015/2016 available funds
	
	£3,274.72

	Parish Partnership 2015
	
	£9,000.00

	40% of 2015/2016 Budget Reserve
	(Less £10,000.00)
	£5,000.00

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	
	£76,779.10

	Remaining 2015/2016 Precept Funds
	
	£937.89



Accounts to 31st March 2016
	Business Saver Account 20511196
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 29.02.2016
	
	£78,065.79

	Amount debited to Community Account
	
	- £2,500.00

	Amount credited
	Interest
	£9.93

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£75,575.72

	Parish Community Account 90930938
	
	

	Amount carried forward from 29.02.2016
	
	£1,401.10

	Amount credited from Business Saver account
	
	£2,500.00

	Receipts
	
	£80.00

	Payments
	Cheques x 14 DD x 0
	- £3,374.00

	Bank Statement Balance
	
	£607.10

	Business Saver & Parish Community Accounts
	
	

	Bank Statement Balances
	
	£76,182.82

	Less uncleared payments (Community Account)
	
	- £1,954.59

	Adjusted Balance
	
	£74,228.23

	Earmarked Reserves
	
	

	Historical Use
	
	£107.26

	Recreation Ground
	
	£2,867.12

	Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	
	£56,530.00

	Martingales Estate 2015/2016 available funds *
	
	£3,254.10

	Parish Partnership 2015
	
	£9,000.00

	40% of 2015/2016 Budget Reserve
	(Less £12,520.25)
	£2,469.75

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	
	£74,228.23

	2014 / 2015 VAT Reclaim - yet be to received
	
	£408.05

	2015 / 2016 VAT Reclaim - due
	
	£2,498.53

	Total VAT Due
	
	£2,906.58

	Remaining 2015/2016 Precept Funds
	
	£0.00



The Clerk reported that £9,623.67 had been spent from the Council’s budget reserves and would need to be recouped in 2016/2017.  The Clerk also reported that the VAT reclaim for 2014/2015 had still not been paid by HMRC.  In October 2015 HMRC incorrectly paid £408.05 to another organisation and many phone calls had been made and letters sent in an attempt to get the money paid.  The complaint had now gone to their Compliance Department.  The VAT reclaim for 2015/2016 would not be submitted to HMRC until this error had been rectified.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the finance report is accepted and approved.

All in favour

33.2/16 Payment of bills authorisation
	Payee
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Authority
	Description
	Date Paid

	Payments

	BCKL&WN
	£1,274.52
	£0.00
	Admin
	Annual Dog Waste Fees
	23.02.2016

	Sherry Grief February
	 £82.50
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Litter Picking Services
	25.02.2016

	Clerk February
	 £706.06 
	£0.00
	Admin
	Salary
	01.03.2016

	Clerk February
	 £71.60
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Expenses
	01.03.2016

	Clerk February
	 £175.56
	£0.00
	Admin
	Stationery / Postage
	01.03.2016

	HMRC (Feb)
	 £15.64 
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Employer Tax & NI
	01.03.2016

	Tim Wall
	 £250.00
	£0.00   
	Admin
	MUGA Project
	08.03.2016

	Watlington Village Hall
	 £15.50 
	£0.00
	Admin
	Room Hire
	10.03.2016

	K&M Lighting Services
	 £125.88
	£25.18   
	Admin
	Street Lighting
	10.03.2016

	Glazewing
	 £23.90
	£4.78
	Admin
	Waste Collection
	10.03.2016

	DMG Timber Ltd
	 £93.75
	£18.75  
	Admin
	Stone Close Play Area fencing
	15.03.2016

	DMG Timber Ltd
	 £12.50
	£2.50  
	WPC
	Warren Close Play Area posts
	22.03.2016

	Computer Doctor
	 £300.00
	£0.00   
	WPC
	Laptop repairs
	22.03.2016

	Tim Wall
	 £250.00
	£0.00   
	Admin
	MUGA project funding
	30.03.2016

	Clerk March
	 £1,002.90
	£0.00
	Admin
	Salary
	31.03.2016

	Clerk March
	 £75.60
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Expenses
	31.03.2016

	Clerk March
	 £1.67
	£0.33
	Admin
	Stationery / Postage
	31.03.2016

	HMRC (Mar)
	 £215.44
	£0.00   
	WPC
	Employer Tax & NI
	31.03.2016

	Cllr Theresa Bradley
	 £21.15
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Travel Expenses Neighbour Plan Course
	31.03.2016

	Receipts

	Allotment Tenant 18
	 £40.00    
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Allotment Rent
	30.03.2016

	Allotment Tenant 1
	 £40.00    
	£0.00   
	Admin
	Allotment Rent
	31.03.2016



Proposed – Cllr Hooker					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

33.3/16 Neighbourhood Plan Roadshow
The Clerk reported that Cllr Bradley had attended a free Neighbourhood Plan roadshow in Ely on Monday, 21st March 2016, presented by Cambridgeshire ACRE.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Hooker

That Cllr Bradley is authorised £21.15 travel expenses for attending a neighbourhood plan roadshow in Ely on Monday, 21st March 2016.

All in favour

33.4/16 Public Nuisance and Byelaws Course
The Clerk reported that a Public Nuisance and Byelaws Course was being held in Downham Market on Friday, 22nd April 2016, presented by the Local Council Public Advisory Service at a cost of £25.00 plus travel expenses.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr King

That the Chairman, Cllr Golding is authorised to attend the Public Nuisance and Byelaws Course in Downham Market at a cost of £25.00 plus travel expenses.

All in favour

33.5/16 Annual Membership to the Norfolk Association of Local Councils (Norfolk ALC)

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr Hooker

That the Council renews its annual membership with Norfolk ALC at a cost of £380.54.

All in favour

33.6/16 Grants and donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
No requests for grants and donations had been received.

It was noted that the Parochial Church Council had asked in its Annual Report at the Annual Parish meeting if the Parish Council would once more consider financial help when the demands of the Watlington Church funds became extreme.  The Clerk would add this item to the next agenda.

34/16	Correspondence
34.1/16 Correspondence for action
	None
	
	





34.2/16 Correspondence for information
	BCKL&WN
	Council Tax Special Expenses for Town & Parish ground maintenance
	14.03.2016

	BCKL&WN
	Police & Crime Commissioner Notice of Election Applications
	18.03.2016

	Environment Agency
	Filling of pot holes in car park by the bridge confirmed works April/May 2016
	18.03.2016

	BCKL&WN
	Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessments (HELAAs) Consultation 21.03.2016-03.05.2016
	18.03.2016

	Watlington Pre-School
	Voluntary Warden to trim trees adjacent to Pre-School
	21.03.2016

	Various
	Press releases and circulars
	Since last meeting



The Clerk advised that the Valuation Office Agency had submitted a rateable value for the Council office of £1,150.00 effective from 1st October 2015.  An invoice based on this value would be received shortly.

County Cllr Long recommended that when the invoice was received to submit an application for rate relief based on the size of the premises, no annual income received and not set up to make a profit.  This was noted.

35/16	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
35.1/16 Byelaws and use of open spaces – Update by Vice Chairman
35.1.1/16 Boundary markers for the Warren Close Play Area
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that wooden posts had been purchased from DMG Timber at a cost of £12.50 + £2.50 VAT.  The Clerk had authorised this payment in order that they could be purchased at the same time as the Stone Close Play Area fencing to ensure an extra £10.00 delivery cost would not be incurred.

35.1.2/16 Queen’s 90th Birthday event
The Clerk confirmed that the Norfolk Community Foundation had acknowledged but not yet responded with a decision in regards to the funding bid for fruit tree planting in commemoration of the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, advised that if the bid was rejected, the Gossip would fund the purchase of the trees.

35.1.2.1/16 School’s Involvement of the renaming of the John Davis Way open space
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that names had been suggested by the school for the John Davis Way open space but none seemed appropriate to use (the headteacher had agreed).  A short discussion took place.
		 
Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Hooker

That the John Davis Way open space is re-named ‘The Meadows Green’ when the Queen’s 90th Birthday event takes place.

All in favour

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, would ensure the re-naming of the John Davis Way open space was placed in the next edition of the Gossip magazine.

35.1.2.2/16 Clean for the Queen event
The Clerk reported that teams of up to 12 WI volunteers would be carrying out ‘Clean for the Queen’ litter picking on Wednesday, 13th and Thursday, 14th April 2016.  This was subject to a risk assessment being received.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that litter pickers and high viz jackets would be provided to them by the Millennium Green Trust.



Proposed – Cllr King					Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the Council approves a ‘Clean for the Queen’ event and insures teams of up to 12 volunteers to carry this out on Wednesday, 13th and Thursday, 14th April 2016, subject to a risk assessment being received.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact the WI to chase them for a risk assessment and subsequently Came & Company to confirm the event.

35.2/16 Community Projects – MUGA Project – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr T Wall, the Leisure Consultant, had compared the specifications, products and value of the quotations in detail to ensure they were like for like.  Decisions for bids were expected in the coming weeks.

35.3/16 Handyman – Update by Clerk
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

35.4/16 Litter Picker – Update by Clerk
The litter picker would regrettably not be able to work for a few weeks (dates to be confirmed) due to a personal matter; this would be discussed under confidentiality at the end of the meeting.  Cllr Bradley volunteered to learn the work and carry out the litter picking during her absence.

35.5/16 Voluntary Tree Warden – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell reported that native fruit trees had been donated by the Gossip and would be planted by the voluntary tree warden on the Millennium Green and John Davis Way open space (The Meadows Green).

36/16	Community Matters
36.1/16 Village Hall – Update by Vice Chairman
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the next meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee would be held on 16th May 2016.

36.1.1/16 Council office notice board
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Village Hall Management Committee had agreed, in principle, for a notice board to be placed on the exterior wall of the Council office.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, would obtain quotations for a notice board and name plates for the existing notice boards in the village.

36.2/16 Allotments – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that one plot was vacant but would soon be filled.

36.3/16 Community Payback – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that she had emailed the Community Payback Team with the following schedule:
Fairfield Lane					3 Sessions	Greenworld Sales Ltd to take waste
Gypsy Lane					3 Sessions	Greenworld Sales Ltd to take waste
Glebe Land					1 Session	Greenworld Sales Ltd to take waste
Warren Close Hedge (cut & install posts)	1 Session	Greenworld Sales Ltd to take waste
Warren Close Play Equipment (treat)		1 Session	Materials to purchase
Kissing Gates x 4 (treat)				1 Session	Materials to purchase
						10 Sessions
If the Millennium Green Trust wished to use the services of the Community Payback Team, Fairfield Lane and Gypsy Lane could be reduced by 1 session each.
36.4/16 Dog Fouling – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that people not clearing up after their dogs needed to be identified and immediately reported to the BCKL&WN.

It was suggested that the schools be asked to design a dog fouling poster.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact the headteacher to enquire.

36.5/16 Neighbourhood Plan – Update by Clerk
36.5.1/16 BCKL&WN Senior Planner
The Clerk reported that Ms Jemma March, Senior Planner at the BCKL&WN had confirmed that she would be willing to attend an evening meeting of the Council to discuss neighbourhood planning.

A long discussion took place and it was felt that this would only be beneficial once people had volunteered themselves to take this project forward.  Cllr Bradley advised that the roadshow she had attended had highlighted the intensity, cost and time taken to produce a neighbourhood plan.  Some Councils had spent four years dealing with this.

County Cllr Long advised that there were financial benefits to having a neighbourhood plan.  When the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) replaces S106 funds, Councils with a neighbourhood plan will be entitled to 25% of every £40.00 per square metre built as opposed to 15% without one.

It was agreed to raise awareness in the village by means of advertising on the notice boards for volunteers, placing an advertisement in the Gossip magazine (front page to be considered by editor), placing a post on Facebook and having a stand at the Fete to promote it.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to write an article.  Once these activities had been carried out Ms March could then be invited to attend a meeting.

The Clerk noted that this project had not been precepted in this financial year’s budget and would need to be considered by the Finance Panel for the 2017/2018 budget.  The cost of a neighbourhood plan varied considerably but would be in the region of between £5,000-£25,000, depending on the scale and depth of the plan, although grants were available to cover some of these costs.

36.6/16 Speed Watch – Update by Clerk
The Clerk reported that more than six people had volunteered to start a Speed Watch scheme and Norfolk Constabulary had been contacted for an information pack to be sent.

36.6.1/16 Speeding on St Peters Road
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, advised that Norfolk County Council would not be prepared to place speed humps on St Peters Road to reduce the speed of traffic.  It was felt that this was one of the most dangerous roads for speeding vehicles and that the police should be contacted regarding the seriousness of this problem.  The Clerk would send an email.

37/16	Highways & Transport Matters
37.1/16 Parish Partnership-2015 Trod Bid – Update by Chairman
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr A Wallace, Highways Engineer, had confirmed that the works would now commence on the trod in May/June 2016.

37.2/16 Parish Partnership-2016/2017 – Update by Clerk
A decision regarding the bid had been received.  The request for a continuation of the railings to enclose the Stone Close Play Area, railings between the open space on Stone Close and the roadway and a barrier on the edge of the footway opposite the gate to the Stone Close Play Area had all been rejected.  However, a trod across the Warren Close Play Area to link up with the path to be installed by the developers to the Medical Centre on Rowan Close had been approved at a total scheme cost of £4,400.00 (50% match-funding).  A cheque for £2,200.00 would be sent to Norfolk County Council shortly.
37.3/16 Train Station Commuter Parking
Borough Cllr Hodson had reported on this matter and the item would be removed from the agenda.

38/16	Planning applications
38.1/16	Planning applications received
No planning applications had been received.

38.2/16	 Planning decisions received for information

38.2.1/16	16/00067/F – Alpine, 90 Downham Road – Single storey rear extension
Application permitted (delegated decision).

38.2.2/16	15/02051/F – 6 St Peters Road – Single storeyside/rear extension
Application permitted (delegated decision)

38.2.3/16	16/00071/F – Land on the West Side of Church Road – Installation of additional field floodlights and floodlights for MUGA/FISA
Application permitted (delegated decision)

38.1/16 15/01575/OM, Land off Mill Road for the construction of 40 dwellings
This item had been reported on during Public Participation.

39/16	Council Policies for approval
	39.1/16	Child Protection Policy
	39.2/16	Vulnerable Persons Policy
It was agreed to defer these items until the next meeting.  The Clerk would add these to the next agenda.

40/16	Matters arising and agenda items for the next meeting
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, presented a cheque from the Gossip for £50.00 to the Edward Shouldham Charity.  This was gratefully received.

The Clerk reported that the Chairman, Cllr Golding, had made numerous telephone calls and many journeys on behalf of the Council without recompense.  It was agreed to consider a Chairman’s Allowance at the next meeting.  The Clerk would add this to the agenda.

41/16	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council would be held on Thursday, 12th May 2016 following the Annual Meeting at 7.00pm in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

42/16	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	42.1/16 Grounds Maintenance Contract 2016/2019
See Confidential Report.





Proposed – Cllr Bradley					Seconded – Cllr Wiles

That the Grounds Maintenance Contract is awarded to Ultimate Land and Gardens Limited for a three year term commencing April 2016 until March 2019 at a cost of £3,095.00 + VAT per annum for three years (total £9,285.00 + VAT), with any additional works charged accordingly at price per application as detailed in their schedule.

All in favour

The Clerk left the Council chamber at 9.31pm.

	42.2/16 Clerk’s Annual Salary Review
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Cllr Wiles					Seconded – Cllr King

That the Clerk’s hourly rate is increased from SPC 24 to SPC 25 in accordance with the current National Joint Council (NJC) Pay Scales 2014-2016, subject to any NJC percentage pay rise agreement being backdated accordingly.

All in favour

42.2/16 Clerk’s Annual Leave Recompense and Annual Leave Carried Forward 
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bradley

That the Clerk is paid 18.4 hours holiday pay in lieu of untaken leave and that 16 hours annual leave are carried forward to 2016/2017.

All in favour 

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 9.35pm.  The Clerk returned to the Council Chamber.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.36pm.


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2016) Page 10 of 10
