WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Sherril Dixon, 11 Martin Close, Watlington, Norfolk PE33 0FJ
Tel: 01553 811126	Email: watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 


MEETING OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL 
ON WEDNESDAY 30th January 2013
In attendance: Councillors: Sue Miller (Chair), Jean Golding (Vice-Chair), Ian Mack, Bob Scully, Brenda Leedell, Peter Dagnall, Mike Reynolds, Darren Hooker, Melvin Sadler. Richard Miller and 0 members of the public.

The meeting opened at 19.00 hrs.
1.	To consider accepting apologies for absence.
Apologies accepted from Cllr Hammond due to work commitments.
2.	Declarations of Interest: Councillors are asked at this point to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they may have on any item(s) on the agenda and to consider dispensation requests from members - Cllr Dagnall in relation to the Village Hall.
 3.(i)	Land adoption update – Cllr Miller brought to the attention of the Council, a concern which had been received from a Parishioner regarding issues they felt existed with the drainage of the Martingale’s Estate. Cllr Miller also brought to the council’s attention another Parishioner’s concern over contact from the Environmental health Department of the Borough Council over an issue with drains and flooding into the gardens of Station Road properties. 
It was explained that following the comments received, a meeting was set up between the Borough Council and Parish Council representatives to try to ascertain what services were in place and whether they were working correctly. It was felt particularly of concern as the adoption of the open spaces would include Langridge Circle where drainage details were uncertain, which could lead to the Parish Council taking liability for potential future problems. 
	The meeting was held at the Borough Council Offices on 23rd January 2013. For the Borough – Dr Clive Bond and Mr Ian Williamson; for the Parish – Cllr Jean Golding, the Clerk and Mr Richard Miller as ex officio. The Clerk provided minutes of this meeting prepared by Dr Bond.

	The details of a map of the proposed drainage of the site, the course of the water drainage and how it appeared to be affecting local properties was explained to the Parish Council by Cllrs Miller, Golding, Mr Miller and the Clerk. The concerns were of drains under Langridge Circle and across the Estate and how these may affect the properties. Mr Miller described what he had determined through a visual site visit and that there were areas of backing up and ponding water in Fairfield lane ditch. There is uncertainty of the connection of a drain across Langridge Circle coming from Fairfield lane with a left hand 90 degree turn to the South connecting to the Open drains which run down to the culvert at the back of the School. 
	Mr Miller and Cllr Golding had been unable to find an inspection cover at the 90 degree turn on Langridge Circle. Although at the head wall of the culvert there appeared to be an exit of a pipe.

	Councillors advised each other on pieces of information they had regarding the issues and discussed the potential problems at length. The Clerk confirmed that as far as the planning department had advised, the transfer of the site was to be a back to back transfer and had already passed from Persimmons to the Borough Council, however following the points raised Dr Bond had advised that the transfer be held until these issues had been resolved. 

	On the question of holding the transfer until the Borough could confirm a working drainage system with any legal cost implication to be carried by the Borough - Proposed by Cllr Scully, seconded by Cllr Sadler. All agreed.

(ii)	The Clerk advised the Council that a Legal Executive from Hayes and Storrs had been nominated for the conveyance in the past and asked the Council to confirm that they were happy to continue with this – Proposed Cllr Golding, seconded Cllr Mack. All agreed.

(iii)	Following Mr Richard Miller’s involvement so far and with his extensive experience with Local Government planning applications and controls. The Council confirmed they wished to utilise Mr Miller as an ex Officio in this matter. 
 
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]4.	Watlington Village Hall – Cllr Leedell asked to speak and read from minutes that the Watlington information Centre (WIC) was to ‘wind up’ and it was to be decided how to maintain office access to the community. Cllr Leedell assured the Parish Council that the centre was to continue but all assets and liabilities would transfer to the Village Hall Committee. Cllr Miller explained that a meeting of the WIC was arranged for Thursday 31st January 2013 and were the Council happy for representatives to go and speak for the Council in asking to either have the Clerk carry on working in there or to run the information centre under the parish Council. There were discussions on various scenarios of the use of the Office facilities and funding issues. Cllr Dagnall confirmed that the Borough Council paid for the broadband as a Borough Council Community Point and that the Borough provides funds for maintenance of the computers, however anything more is examined on merit. It was decided that Cllr Miller and representatives of the Parish Council would be given a vote of confidence to go to the WIC meeting and ask if the WIC could be handed over to the Parish council and if not, could the Clerk continue to use the facilities. Proposed Cllr Reynolds, seconded Cllr Mack. All agreed.
	
	Cllr Mack left the meeting at 20.00 hrs. due to work commitments.

5	National Grid – Cllr Miller explained that a letter had been received from the Planning Inspectorate in respect of the application of the plan b Power Station on saddlebow. The issue affecting the village would be the use of the village as an access route for construction traffic. Cllr Miller described the protocol of the Inspectorate and advised that she had timely emailed the National Grid, the County Council and Elizabeth truss MP of our interest in the inspectorate. A site visit is planned by the Inspector on 27th February 2013 with the opportunity of the Parish Council accompanying this visit. The Inspector will only ask questions from the Councillors if she requires information. Cllr Miller confirmed that again the objections of the village had been put forward. Following discussion it was decided that Cllr Miller and Cllr Reynolds should attend the visit. Proposed Cllr Golding, seconded Cllr Sadler. All agreed.     

The meeting closed at 20.25

Date and time of next meeting: The next meeting of the Council is an ordinary meeting on Thursday 28th February 2013 at 7.00pm.
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