
WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Sherril Dixon, 11 Martin Close, Watlington, Norfolk PE33 0FJ
Tel: 01553 811126	Email: watlingtonparish@hotmail.co.uk 


MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL 
ON THURSDAY 5th September 2013

In attendance: Councillors: Sue Miller (Chair), Jean Golding (Vice-Chair),  Bob Scully, Jennifer Thompson, Brenda Leedell, Darren Hooker, Mike Reynolds, Peter Dagnall  and numerous members of the public. Borough Cllr  
The meeting opened at 19.00 hrs.
80/13	To consider accepting apologies for absence. Apologies accepted from Cllrs Sadler, Mack, Davies and County Cllr Long. 
81/13	To agree the minutes of the previous meeting of 25th July 2013.
Having been circulated prior to the meeting, the minutes were proposed by Cllr Golding and seconded by Cllr Hooker, accepted by those present at the meeting and signed as a true and accurate record. Cllr Leedell corrected the spelling of the Police Commissioner.
82/13	Declarations of Interest: Councillors are asked at this point to declare any personal or prejudicial interests they may have on any item(s) on the agenda and to consider dispensation requests from members. Cllr Dagnall signed in regard to the Village Hall Committee. 
83/13	Police Update.
The Clerk advised that there was no-one from the Police available to attend and read an email received from PCSO Clipperton – “If there are any issues raised for our attention then please let us know. Over the summer holidays we have been concentrating our patrols on open areas where anti-social normally occurs, we have not had any major incidents of note on the Watlington SNT area.  We are aware of problems at the Village Hall area with gas canisters and general anti-social behaviour and continue to carry out the necessary patrols”.   
84/13 	Open forum, limited to 20 minutes and maximum three minutes per speaker.
Cllr Miller offered the floor to the public and the Councillors as public. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr Derek Murphy requested that a letter be sent to the Borough Council asking for details regarding the siting, emission levels and ownership (possibly Material Works Ltd) of the proposed waste recycling plant. Mr Murphy felt that the parishioners would like to be aware of these details. The Councillors agreed that a letter should be written. Clerk to action.
Various members of the public asked questions regarding the Local Development Framework and the Consultation by the Borough Council of its proposed site Wat 1. The questions related to the stated approval of the Wat 1 site by the Parish Council; the decision making behind the objections to the non-preferred options and the restricted sites; the reasoning behind the decisions regarding cyclists and walkers and why this did not affect the Wat 1 site and the flood mitigation measures planned by Anglian Water. The Chairman reiterated an email sent to three Parishioners who had contacted the Parish Council directly which stated that the apparent approval of the Parish Council was to the consultation in 2011 and was not the opinion of the present Parish Council and did not reflect the Council’s opinion of the preferred option of Wat 1 and that this option was the proposed by the Borough Council. Mr Murphy stated that the consultation was on-going and that decisions had been taken historically with regard to number of houses which were not up for discussion. The Chairman agreed to offer the support of the Parish Council in objecting to the development of any multiple new builds in the village and various Councillors spoke of the lack of infra-structure and ability of the local schools, health care and transportation etc. to accommodate a large influx of people. The Council advised that it would support objections to the build and would happily accept copies of any objections given. The Parish Council confirmed that it had not been part of the rejection process for the alternative sites proposed by the Borough Council. The Chairman re iterated the importance of individual objections being sent to the Borough Council rather than all coming through the Parish Council as they could be looked on as one objection. The Chairman confirmed the closing date of 4th October for any objections and advised that the Borough Council would not only be looking for objections but also were asking for an alternative site to be proposed with reasoning behind this. The Parish Council will write to the Borough Council on its own behalf objecting to the plan of any multiple new build within Watlington. Borough Councillor Collins arrived at the meeting during the Open Forum and the Chairman introduced him as a point of contact for the Parishioners. The Clerk confirmed that 3 Vehicle Activated signs had received supported funding under the Parish Partnership Scheme. PLEASE SEE MATTERS ARRISING. 
A Parishioner asked if any support could be given with an issue of bonfires being regularly lit by a neighbour. The Parish Council advised the Parishioner of its concern with her plight and asked for a diary of fires to be kept and the Clerk to be advised as and when they occur. The Parish Council will support the Parishioner in her concerns for her health and wellbeing.      
Following the Chairman asking if anyone else wished to speak. The forum was closed.
85/13 Finances and Clerks Report 
(i)	Clerks report
The Clerk advised that the bank balance stands at £25,488.14 including £2821.05 in uncleared payments. The Clerk advised the Councillors at this point that the end figure was correct but the calculation on the reconciliation sheet was incorrect. The Clerk advised that the official response to the external audit had been received from Mazars with no comments; and that following 3 clear audits the Council could be put forward for National Body Awards. 
(ii)	Payment authorisation. The Clerk directed the Council to the agenda for payment authorisation. The payments were proposed by Cllr Golding and seconded by Cllr Leedell. All agreed. 


	Payee
	Amount
	Authority
	Description
	Date Paid

	Ultimate Land & Garden
	164.40
	Admin
	Grounds maintenance
	

	Watlington Village Hall
	25.50
	Admin
	July meeting
	

	K & M Lighting
	142.31
	Admin
	Street lighting
	

	Hayes & Storr Solicitors
	240.00
	WPC
	Legal advice - leases
	

	S Dixon Clerk			102144	£0.00	£717.26	
	£717.26
	Admin
	Salary & exp.
	02/09/2013

	Sherry Grief
	£75.96
	Admin
	Litter picking
	02/09/2013

	Robert Murfitt
	£100.00
	Admin
	Handyman
	02/09/2013



(iii)	Grants and donations under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 - Total free to spend to end of financial year £2510



86/13 Correspondence (i)   For Action
	From
	Subject
	Further detail
	Action required
	Result

	NCC
	Budget Consultation
	Consultation period of 12 weeks from 19/09/13 to save NCC £182m 
	?Councillor representation 
	Following an email, the Clerk wished to draw attention again to the consultation by NCC on budget reductions. Cllr Golding is to represent the Parish Council for the consultation. 




 (ii) For Information
	From
	Subject
	Further detail

	Various press releases and general information
	Passed to Councillors by email
	No further action needed.

	Mazars LLP
	External Audit
	Clear audit received.


 
87/13 Recreation Ground/Open Spaces.
(i)	Handyman requests – The Chairman asked the Councillors that if they spot anything that needs attention then to advise the Clerk for action. The Clerk advised that following a question from Cllr Mack at the last meeting questioning the contractual arrangements with regard to both the litter picker and the handyman. The Clerk re affirmed, as Cllr Miller had advised, that both are treated and had been confirmed as contractors by Mr Terry Wilshin, an employment specialist referred by NALC and that there are no fixed term arrangements and documents were held from both confirming self-employment. 
 (ii)	Angel Field Millennium Green Trust – Cllr Miller confirmed that Cllr Mack had agreed that a third party audit of the AFMGT accounts would be acceptable as the accounts were less than £10,000 per annum (the audit level set by the Charity Commission). Cllr Miller confirmed the audit was under way. The Clerk confirmed that she had emailed Mrs Carpenter advising her of availability of Cllrs Mack and Thompson ready for the meeting as agreed at the last Parish Council meeting. 
 (iii)	Community Panel – Cllr Hooker advised of the meeting held with Cllrs Miller, Golding, Thompson and Hooker with apologies from Cllr Mack. Minutes attached from Cllr Golding. Cllr Hooker confirmed he and Cllr Thompson were organising a Quiz on 12th October, to start the fund raising. Cllr Miller advised that she would ask Mrs Cooke for her assistance with the questions. Another meeting will be arranged prior to the quiz to ensure all is ready.
88/13	Bins
(i)  	Dog Bins - Cllr Reynolds confirmed that the village now has 19 dog waste bins. Many Councillors commented that there appeared to be less dog waste on the ground. The Clerk confirmed that all were now being emptied by the Borough Council. Cllr Scully advised that this was an expense to the Parish. Cllr Golding has received the stickers and posters regarding picking up of dog waste, to be passed to Cllr Reynolds.
(ii) 	Litter Bin - Cllr Reynolds advised that the delivery of the five new litter bins had been delayed, however were due any time now and that the handyman was booked to start fitting them.
(iii) 	Grit bins – Cllr Scully asked if the Clerk had been contacted regarding the order of the new grit bins. The Clerk advised not. Cllr Scully to action. The Clerk confirmed licences had been requested for the three sites, but were still awaiting confirmation from Highways.
89/13 Community Matters
(i)	Allotments – The Clerk confirmed the outstanding leases had been typed up and were ready for distribution. 
(ii)	Land adoption update – The Clerk advised that we are still awaiting remedial works on the trees on Langridge Circle; this is due by the end of September. The parish will then be issued an updated report which will be passed to the insurance company for their acceptance. The Section 38 road adoption by Highways is under way and the adoption conveyance continues slowly.       
 (iii)	Glebe Field – Cllr Golding advised the Council that she had obtained quotes for cutting the area from the football field to the outer edge of the path. Keeping the grass cut short would help with dog fouling. The quote for this was £18 per cut (or £43 including the football field). This would be based on a two weekly cut. The Parish would pay for the outer cut and the football field would continue to be cut and paid for independently by the football field users. Proposed by Cllr Hooker and seconded by Cllr Leedell. All agreed. 
(iv)	Panels – Cllr Scully had raised a point regarding the minimum and maximum number of Councillors who should sit on a panel. Cllr Scully felt that if a majority were on a panel this may automatically get a resolution passed. The Clerk advised that there was nothing in the Standing Orders at present; however this could be alerted following a Council vote. This was discussed and it was felt that there should be no limits and each panel would be judged at the time. 
90/13  Highways & Transport Matters
(i)	Parish Partnership – The Clerk advised that the revised costs on the Vehicle Activated Signs had been received. The full cost for 2 signs i – Thieves Bridge Road ii – Downham Road, will be £8995.36 with a 25% contribution from Watlington Parish Council of £2248.84. This was an increase of £116.59 in the portion being paid by the Parish Council. The Clerk asked if the Councillors accepted that the Chairman sign the contract with the County Council and pay the sum. Proposed Cllr Scully and seconded by Cllr Hooker. All agreed. 
(ii)	Footpaths / Walkways – Cllr Miller advised that following discussions with the Highways, the Council is in a position to apply for a “licence to cultivate” the areas of verge around the station where parking on the verge has led to damage, leaving the area unsightly. Highways have confirmed that bollards, laybys or other obstacles to parking will not be approved. Cllr Reynolds had viewed the site and advised that there was a need from West of 46 to East of 43 Station Road and that drains had already been damaged by parking on them. Proposed Cllr Golding, seconded Cllr Hooker. All agreed.
	Cllr Thompson asked about the parking in John Davis Way and that cars had been parking on both sides of the road. Cllr Miller advised Cllr Thompson that although the Council agreed this to be an issue, it had been addressed before with no movement due to the wishes of the local Parishioners.
	20.41 Cllr Hooker briefly left the room, then returned at 20.43
 (iii)	Right turn into Village Hall - The Clerk reminded the Council of a multiple compliant from a wedding party that the right hand turn off Church Road into the Village Hall entrance was particularly dangerous, with many near misses. The Clerk advised that she had contacted Highways and they had confirmed that making the entrance a no right turn would not be possible. The Councillors were asked if they would agree a letter being sent to a local landowner to ask for some assistance in clearing the bend to allow for better vision. All agreed. Following discussion it was agreed that the Council should reinstate the mirror. Clerk to action with Highways. 
91/13	Policies – The Clerk advised that the Grant / donation policy had been reviewed and following consultation with all Councillors, there was an objection to clause 8 “applications will not be considered if requested for more than two years in succession, to ensure fair representation to all groups”. This objection was discussed and a decision made to remove it proposed Cllr Leedell, seconded Cllr Hooker. All agreed. The policy was then accepted proposed Cllr Scully, seconded Cllr Dagnall. All agreed. 
79/13	Planning 
(i)    	Planning applications – Bennett Homes reduction of house sizes; TPO Downham Road; LDF Land South of Thieves Bridge Road known as WAT 1 on the LDF Plan.
	Cllr Miller confirmed that the Parish Council would be against any multiple new build within Watlington and any planning applications would be objected to within reason. The Councillors resolved to support any objections to the site of WAT1 proposed Cllr Hooker, seconded Cllr Scully. All agreed.
(ii)	Planning decisions – Granted – None.
(iii)	Village Hall Leases – Cllr Miller advised the Council of two meetings held with Cllrs Miller, Golding and the Clerk with the Village Hall Committee. Copies of all documents have been handed to the Chairman Mr Cyril Pike. Cllr Miller reiterated that the Agent still did not view the Village Hall Committee as an independent body, has many issues with the running of the hall contravening the head lease and that Parish Council representatives should be there on behalf of the Parish Council not the Village Hall committee which contravenes the Trust position. Legal advice sought by the Parish Council, saw the Deed of Trust as null and void. There were discrepancies around information given by Maxey Ground & Co regarding the knowledge of the existing extension of the village hall. The Village Hall Committee had documentation showing otherwise. Cllr Miller will now go back to the agent to solicit their comments. Cllr Scully stated that if this episode were found to be un-grounded then our costs should be charged to Maxey Ground &Co. Cllr Miller confirmed that the Agent has offered to come to a meeting to explain their position.   
Matters arising (for information only) and agenda items for the next meeting. Youth Shelter - Cllr Scully advised that the paint and signs had been delivered. To be passed to Cllr Reynolds. Cllr Scully asked that a prominent notice be placed in the Gossip to warn of the paint. 
Trees – Cllr Scully and Cllr Golding asked if outstanding items which had been requested from Borough and County Councils were still being attended to. The Clerk confirmed that they had all been requested. 
Vehicle Activated Signs – Cllr Leedell commented that the Clerk had advised the meeting that 3 signs had been allocated to the village; however the Partnership agreement was for 2. The Clerk apologised and confirmed that this would be minuted.
Road Sweeper – It was discussed that the corner where the detritus from the overhanging trees was still an issue. Borough Cllr Collins confirmed he is looking into this with the road sweeping team.
The meeting closed at 21.43. 
Date and time of next meeting: The next meeting of the Council is an Ordinary Meeting to be held on Thursday 17th October 2013 at 7 pm.
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