WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held Tuesday, 7th July 2020 at 7.00pm virtually via Zoom

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr J Bellamy
								Cllr A Culy
								Cllr S Sheldon
				Borough Councillor		Cllr J Bhondi
				Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
Member(s) of Public		1

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) LOCAL COUNCIL ACTIVITY & OPERATIONS
On 2nd April 2020, the Government published The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. These regulations came into force on 4th April 2020.  To enable the Parish Council to minimise disruption to the work of the Council whilst Councillors have been unable to attend meetings, a Scheme of Delegation was agreed in March 2020.  This has enabled the Council to make urgent decisions required between scheduled meetings of the Council in writing by email.  Decisions made under this delegation will be reported to, and recorded in the minutes of this Council meeting.

28/20	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 37.1.1/20 and 37.2.3/20, as this planning application and notice of decision related to a neighbouring property owned by her and a Personal Interest in Item 38.4/20, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

There were no requests for dispensation.

29/20	Apologies for absence
No apologies for absence had been received.

Cllr T Palmer and Cllr A Prior did not attend the meeting.

30/20	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 25th February 2020 (items 15/20-27/20) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign and date the minutes of the meeting at a future date.

31/20	Continuation of the current standing Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council until May 2021
	The Clerk reported that the current Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council would continue until May 2021 in accordance with the Coronavirus Act 2020 (S60 SS2).  Councillors had voted by email during lockdown and unanimously agreed that no elections were required to take place at an Annual Meeting of the Council this year.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

	That Cllr Golding and Cllr Leedell continue as Chairman and Vice Chairman of Watlington Parish Council, respectively, for the ensuing year.

All in favour
PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.05pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received. 

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi reported that the Covid-19 reports and updates circulated by the Leader of the BCKL&WN had been halted two months ago for the Independent Borough Councillors.  It appears this had been due to an open letter being sent to the press by the Independent Group regarding questions about the high mortality rate in West Norfolk, to which the Leader had taken exception.

	Public Participation
The member of public was concerned that by information not being circulated to some Borough Councillors, this would be having a knock-on effect to the electorate as health updates regarding coronavirus were not being communicated.  It was felt that politics should not override the importance of community wellbeing.

Borough Cllr Bhondi confirmed that a Full Council meeting was being held on Thursday, 9th July 2020 via Zoom when this matter would be addressed.  This was the first Council meeting since lockdown began.  Cllr Bhondi would report back to the Parish Council with any updates following that meeting.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.13pm.

32/20	Coronavirus COVID-19 Parish Council Emergency Plan (circulated to all Councillors 19th March 2020 and approved by Councillors in writing by email)
The Clerk reported that this was a working document which was reviewed and updated in accordance with Governmental guidelines.  A copy had been placed on the website for transparency.  Councillors formally approved the Emergency Plan by a show of hands.

32.1/20 Council business during lockdown

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

	That the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, be given absolute discretion on the normal Council business with all Councillors being communicated with by email for such matters and that the Clerk keeps under review the cessation period following Government guidelines.

All in favour

32.2/20 Council payments during lockdown

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Clerk shall collate invoices and make payments online once a month, subject to approval from at least 3 Councillors via email, that wages and contracts continue to be paid on time at the end of each month, and that payments be authorised retrospectively when the Full Council next meets.

All in favour

33/20	Finances and Clerks Report
33.1/20 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations, periods ending February, March, April, May, June 2020, current bank account statements and finance summary, with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2020) Page 12 of 13
February 2020
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,409.94
	93,891.87
	
	Bank Statement 01.02.2020
	1,409.94
	
	Bank Statement 01.02.2020
	93,891.87

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	95,301.81
	
	Receipts
	4,162.60
	
	Receipts
	- 

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,290.75
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 3,000.00

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 29.02.2020
	3,281.79
	
	Bank Statement 29.02.2020
	90,891.87

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	1,409.94
	93,891.87
	
	
	
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	95,301.81
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	4,162.60
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 2,290.75
	- 3,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	3,281.79
	90,891.87
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	94,173.66
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	3,281.79
	90,891.87
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	94,173.66
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	3,281.79
	
	Closing Balance
	90,891.87

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	94.173.66

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (5 Months)
	25,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  21,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	3,508.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000)
	6,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	8.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	304.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,381.74
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Annual Maintenance and Materials
	3,500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Annual Lighting and Power
	1,034.56
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	3,611.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	94,173.66
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	73,968.21
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	73,968.21
	Remaining Available Precept
	20,205.45


March 2020
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	3,281.79
	90,891.87
	
	Bank Statement 01.03.2020
	3,281.79
	
	Bank Statement 01.03.2020
	90,891.87

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	94,173.66
	
	Receipts
	2,566.19
	
	Receipts
	33.48

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 4,948.96
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,500.00

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.03.2020
	899.02
	
	Bank Statement 31.03.2020
	88,425.35

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	3,281.79
	90,891.87
	
	
	
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	94,173.66
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	2,566.19
	33.48 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 4,948.96
	- 2,500.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	89,324.37
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	89,324.37
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	899.02
	
	Closing Balance
	88,425.35

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	89.324.37

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  21,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	3,508.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000)
	6,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	8.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	304.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Annual Maintenance and Materials
	3,500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Annual Lighting and Power
	968.33
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	3,611.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	89,324.37
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	74,949.88
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	74,949.88
	Remaining Available Precept
	14,374.49


April 2020
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2020
	899.02
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2020
	88,425.35

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	89,324.37
	
	Receipts
	60,486.23
	
	Receipts
	45,000.00 

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 48,266.38
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.04.2020
	13,118.87
	
	Bank Statement 30.04.2020
	133,425.35

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	89,324.37
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	60,486.23
	45,000.00
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 48,266.38
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	13,118.87
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	146,544.22
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	13,118.87
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	146,544.22
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	13,118.87
	
	Closing Balance
	133,425.35

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	146.544.22

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  21,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	3,508.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 3
	9,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	3.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	304.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	150.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	146,544.22
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	81,015.55
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	81,015.55
	Remaining Available Precept
	65,528.67



May 2020
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	13,118.87
	133,425.35
	
	Bank Statement 01.05.2020
	13,118.87
	
	Bank Statement 01.05.2020
	133,425.35

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	146,544.22
	
	Receipts
	190.00
	
	Receipts
	- 

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,973.86
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.05.2020
	10,335.01
	
	Bank Statement 31.05.2020
	133,425.35

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	13,118.87
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	146,544.22
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	190.00
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 2,973.86
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	10,335.01
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	143,760.36
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	10,335.01
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	143,760.36
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	10,335.01
	
	Closing Balance
	133,425.35

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	143.760.36

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  21,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	3,508.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 3
	9,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	3.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	304.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	100.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	143,760.36
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	80,965.55
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	80,965.55
	Remaining Available Precept
	62,794.81



June 2020
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	10,335.01
	133,425.35
	
	Bank Statement 01.06.2020
	10,335.01
	
	Bank Statement 01.06.2020
	133,425.35

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	143,760.36
	
	Receipts
	648.21
	
	Receipts
	47.84 

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 6,737.51
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.06.2020
	4,245.71
	
	Bank Statement 30.06.2020
	133,473.19

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	10,335.01
	133,425.35
	
	
	
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	143,760.36
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	648.21
	47.84 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 6,737.51
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	4,245.71
	133,473.19
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	137,718.90
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	4,245.71
	133,473.19
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	137,718.90
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	4,245.71
	
	Closing Balance
	133,473.19

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	137.718.90

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  14,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	6,072.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 3
	9,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	3.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	304.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	100.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	137,718.90
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	76,529.55
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	76,529.55
	Remaining Available Precept
	61,189.35



33.2/20 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and pending disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	2019/2020

	02.03.2020
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking Feb 2020
	BACS
	221.00
	0.00
	221.00
	0.00

	02.03.2020
	Clerk
	Salary & Expenses Feb 2020
	BACS
	1,032.33
	0.00
	1,032.33
	0.00

	02.03.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Interest
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	33.48

	03.03.2020
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	66.23
	3.31
	69.54
	0.00

	05.03.2020
	B&Q
	Postcrete kissing gate
	BACS
	19.79
	3.96
	23.75
	0.00

	06.03.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	BACS
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	06.03.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Loyalty Reward
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.30

	17.03.2020
	HLS Supplies Ltd
	Moss killer Tots play area
	BACS
	14.99
	3.00
	17.99
	0.00

	28.03.2020
	Dickie's Pet Centre Ltd
	Padlock (Covid-19)
	BACS
	7.58
	1.51
	9.09
	0.00

	28.03.2020
	B&M Retail Ltd
	Padlock (Covid-19) & firelights
	BACS
	9.39
	1.88
	11.27
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Post Office Stores
	MUGA Donation
	200039
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	47.90

	30.03.2020
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Feb 2020
	BACS
	95.91
	0.00
	95.91
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Sara Porter (Carter's Crates)
	Notice Board Paige Close Allot
	BACS
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Sara Porter (Amazon)
	Accident & Incident Book
	BACS
	4.16
	0.83
	4.99
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Watlington Village Hall
	S137 Youth hall hire Feb
	BACS
	51.00
	0.00
	51.00
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 25.02.2020
	BACS
	11.70
	0.00
	11.70
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection February
	BACS
	43.60
	8.72
	52.32
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Mar
	BACS
	51.95
	10.39
	62.34
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Treelink
	Hedge and tree trimming
	BACS
	1,880.00
	0.00
	1,880.00
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking Mar 2020
	BACS
	221.00
	0.00
	221.00
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	Clerk
	Salary & Expenses Mar 2020
	BACS
	1,032.33
	0.00
	1,032.33
	0.00

	30.03.2020
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Mar 2020
	BACS
	95.91
	0.00
	95.91
	0.00

	Payments/Receipts above approved by Council by email 30.03.2020

	2020/2021

	01.04.2020
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	50.71
	2.54
	53.25
	0.00

	06.04.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	BACS
	8.00
	0.00
	8.00
	0.00

	06.04.2020
	BCKL&WN
	Precept/Council Support Grant
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	59166.00

	06.04.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Loyalty Reward
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.23

	14.04.2020
	E-On
	Street Lighting 01.01 - 31.03.20
	Direct Debit
	389.55
	19.48
	409.03
	0.00

	14.04.2020
	Norfolk Community Foundation
	Covid-19 Grant (Restrict Funds)
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1000.00

	21.04.2020
	BT
	Office Phone Rental & Charges
	Direct Debit
	92.05
	18.41
	110.46
	0.00

	27.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 4a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	27.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 20a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	28.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 2
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	28.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 18
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	29.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 13
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	30.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 21
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	30.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 4B & 5
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	60.00

	30.04.2020
	Allotment Plot 10 & 17A
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	60.00

	30.04.2020
	Wave (Anglian Water)
	Allotment Water
	DD
	30.66
	0.00
	30.66
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Norfolk Accident Rescue Service
	Covid-19 S137 Donation
	BACS
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Watlington Village Hall
	S137 Youth hall hire Mar
	BACS
	34.00
	0.00
	34.00
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection March 2020
	BACS
	31.06
	6.21
	37.27
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Norfolk ALC
	Annual Subscription
	BACS
	445.82
	0.00
	445.82
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	The Play Inspection Company
	Annual play area inspections
	BACS
	202.50
	40.50
	243.00
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Country Grounds Maintenance
	Grounds Maintenance Mar
	BACS
	405.00
	81.00
	486.00
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Apr
	BACS
	51.95
	10.39
	62.34
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking Apr 2020
	BACS
	226.72
	0.00
	226.72
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	Clerk
	Salary Apr 2020
	BACS
	1,031.09
	0.00
	1,031.09
	0.00

	30.04.2020
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Apr 2020
	BACS
	38.74
	0.00
	38.74
	0.00

	Payments/Receipts above approved by Council by email 30.04.2020

	01.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 16
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	10.00

	01.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 19a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	04.05.2020
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	16.39
	0.82
	17.21
	0.00

	13.05.2020
	Amazon (We Can Source It)
	Litter Picking Sacks
	Debit Card
	26.26
	5.26
	31.52
	0.00

	15.05.2020
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection Renewal
	DD
	35.00
	0.00
	35.00
	0.00

	22.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 19b
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	26.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 8
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	26.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 1b
	Allotment Rent
	200041
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	26.05.2020
	Downham Garden Centre
	Planter compost
	Debit Card
	11.92
	2.38
	14.30
	0.00

	27.05.2020
	Allotment Plot 14
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	29.05.2020
	Mr J Murfitt
	Kissing Gate repair
	BACS
	210.00
	0.00
	210.00
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection April 2020
	BACS
	33.30
	6.66
	39.96
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Country Grounds Maintenance
	Grounds Maintenance Apr
	BACS
	405.00
	81.00
	486.00
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Clerk
	Expenses Apr 2020
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking May 2020
	BACS
	226.72
	0.00
	226.72
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Clerk
	Salary & Expenses May 2020
	BACS
	1,527.37
	0.00
	1,527.37
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax May 2020
	BACS
	267.78
	0.00
	267.78
	0.00

	29.05.2020
	Parish Online (GeoXphere Ltd)
	Mapping Annual Subscription
	BACS
	90.00
	18.00
	108.00
	0.00

	Payments/Receipts above approved by Council by email 29.05.2020

	02.06.2020
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	9.23
	0.46
	9.69
	0.00

	03.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 1a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	05.06.2020
	HMRC
	VAT Repayment (3/3 19/20)
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	488.21

	08.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 12a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	08.06.2020
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Interest
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	47.84

	10.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 17b
	Allotment Rent
	200041
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	10.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 11
	Allotment Rent
	200042
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	12.06.2020
	Public Works Loan Board
	Loan Repayment
	DD
	4,436.11
	0.00
	4,436.11
	0.00

	19.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 15a
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	29.06.2020
	Allotment Plot 9
	Allotment Rent
	200043
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	30.06.2020
	Watlington Village Hall
	Office Rent 01.01 - 31.03.2020
	BACS
	75.00
	0.00
	75.00
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Watlington Village Hall
	Office Rent 01.04 - 30.06.2020
	BACS
	75.00
	0.00
	75.00
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection May 2020
	BACS
	34.96
	6.99
	41.95
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Country Grounds Maintenance
	Grounds Maintenance May
	BACS
	405.00
	81.00
	486.00
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Sara Porter (Promore Cords)
	Laminating Pouches
	BACS
	20.83
	4.16
	24.99
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	BCKL&WN
	Britton Close Allots Land Rent
	BACS
	150.00
	0.00
	150.00
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Jun
	BACS
	51.95
	10.39
	62.34
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking June 2020
	BACS
	226.72
	0.00
	226.72
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	Clerk
	Salary & Expenses June 2020
	BACS
	1,088.59
	0.00
	1,088.59
	0.00

	30.06.2020
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax June 2020
	BACS
	61.12
	0.00
	61.12
	0.00

	01.07.2020
	Mr J Cross
	Internal Audit
	102567
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00
	0.00

	Payments/Receipts above approved by Council by email 30.06.2020

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	02.07.2020
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	9.50
	0.48
	9.98
	0.00

	06.07.2020
	Allotment Plot 12b
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance May
	BACS
	51.95
	10.39
	62.34
	0.00

	Totals
	17,570.92
	440.11
	18,011.03
	61,433.96


Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Culy

	That the payment of bills are formally approved in accordance with the schedule.

All in favour

33.3/20 Norfolk Community Foundation Covid-19 Grant of £1,000
In April 2020, the Clerk had successfully applied to the Norfolk Community Foundation for a grant towards the Covid-19 Community Aid Network Group and £1,000.00 had been donated.  The funds would help to pay for food, household supplies, travel expenses, telephone costs and reimbursing volunteers for helping to deliver groceries and prescriptions to the elderly and vulnerable.

To date, £0.00 had been spent.  Any remaining unspent funds at the term-end would need to be returned to Norfolk Community Foundation.

34/20	To formally approve the following resolutions under the Delegation Scheme (LGA 1972 S101, delegation to Officers)
The Clerk reported that the Government had imposed the Covid-19 lockdown on the evening of Monday, 23rd March 2020.  All Councillors’ decisions made during this period have been in writing by email and the voting has been duly recorded by the Clerk.

The record of voting will only include those present and voting at this meeting.

34.1/20 S137 Donation to Norfolk Accident Rescue Service of £50.00 (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council formally approves a S137 donation to Norfolk Accident Rescue Service of £50.00 to contribute to the purchase of PPE during the Covid-19 pandemic.

All in favour

This motion was carried in April 2020.

34.2/20 To retain the closure of the MUGA until further notice despite Government guidelines allowing MUGA’s to reopen (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That this Council formally approves the continued closure of the MUGA until further notice, despite Government guidelines allowing MUGA’s to reopen with effect from Wednesday, 13th May 2020.

All in favour

This motion was carried in May 2020.

34.3/20 Purchase of multi-purpose compost and planting for the Council trough (quotations circulated to all Councillors)

B&M				50L	£3.99 or 3 for £10.00 + collection
B&Q				100L	£6.97 (not available to buy online due to lockdown) + collection
Baytree				70L	£5.99 + collection
Downham Garden Centre	50L	£4.30 + collection


Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That this Council formally approves the purchase of two bags of multi-purpose compost and planting for the Council trough up to a maximum cost of £30.00 + £6.00 VAT.

All in favour

This motion was carried in May 2020.

It was noted that the Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had purchased the compost from the Downham Garden Centre with no travel costs incurred by the Council.  Planting had been kindly donated by various residents.

34.4/20 Top soil and boards for Plot 16, Paige Close Allotment Site, due to its uncultivated state (quotations circulated to all Councillors May 2020)

Frimstone			Expensive and do not deliver in bags.
Middleton Aggregates 		Bag of soil £45.00 for the first and £38.00 thereafter + VAT + free delivery.
West Norfolk Scaffolding	Board £6.00 each + VAT + £15.00 delivery.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council formally approves the purchase of top soil and boards for Plot 16, Paige Close Allotment Site, due to its current uncultivated state.

For – 2			Against – 3			Abstentions – 0

This motion was not carried.

34.5/20 One year’s free rent for the new tenant of Plot 16, Paige Close Allotment Site, due to its current uncultivated state (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That this Council formally approves one year’s free rent, excluding water charges, for the new tenant of Plot 16, Paige Close Allotment Site, due to its current uncultivated state.

For – 4			Against – 1			Abstentions – 0

This motion was carried in May 2020.

34.6/20 Request from Thomas Close residents to purchase a piece of land to the rear of their properties (known as Meadows Green) on Thomas Close (documents circulated to all Councillors)
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, and the Clerk had investigated legal documents and the Deeds appertaining to this land and the information had been circulated to Councillors.  Councillors duly considered the information but unanimously agreed to reject this request based on the following:
1. This open space was designated as such under planning obligations for sustainability at the time of the development of the area.  Open spaces are taken into account in planning policy and include the provision to provide public health and recreation benefits to people living and working nearby, have an ecological value and play an important part of the landscape and setting of the built development.
2. Local Councils are urged not to sell land unless it is vital to their financial needs and if they do, must demonstrate the highest standards of accountability and transparency under Central Government laws.
3. If this or any part of the land were sold, this may set a precedent for other proposed enquiries of a similar nature, to which the Parish Council would then be accountable for.
For these reasons, Councillors maintain that this open space must remain in its entirety for the benefit of the village.

Councillors unanimously rejected this request in June 2020 and the Clerk had written a formal letter to the supplicant.

34.7/20 Watlington Football Club’s request to place a storage container on the Glebe Field (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That this Council formally approves, in principal, Watlington Football Club’s request to place a storage container on the Glebe Field, subject to the Diocese and Land Agent’s approval.

All in favour

This motion was carried in June 2020.

34.8/20 Annual insurance renewal premium with Came & Company due 1st August 2020 of £1,804.62 (2019/2020 premium was £1,753.51 – LTA expires 2021) (document circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That this Council formally approves the annual insurance renewal with Came & Company due 1st August 2020 of £1,804.62.

All in favour

This motion was carried in June 2020.

34.9/20 To approve the emergency expenditure to repair the damaged goal post on the Stone Close green (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That this Council formally approves the emergency expenditure to repair the damaged goal post on the Stone Close green.

All in favour

This motion was carried in June 2020.

34.10/20 To approve the re-opening of the MUGA, gym court and all play areas (email circulated to all Councillors)

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council formally approves the re-opening of the MUGA, gym court and all play areas with effect from Saturday, 4th July 2020, in line with Government guidelines.

For – 4			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1

This motion was carried in June 2020.

The Clerk reported that an inspection of all play areas had taken place by the Chairman, Cllr Golding, signage had been erected at the play areas and a Risk Assessment had been completed by the Clerk and circulated to all Councillors.  A copy of this had also been placed on the website.

34.11/20 To approve a request for free use of the Glebe Field for regular yoga classes to be held during lockdown (email circulated to all Councillors June 2020)

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council formally approves free use of the Glebe Field for regular yoga classes to be held during lockdown.

All in favour

This motion was carried in June 2020.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Swan Project would be using the Glebe field for its youth project sessions whilst the Village Hall was closed.  This was noted and agreed.

35/20	Financial Regulations
The Clerk reported that the Council’s Financial Regulations had been amended in accordance with the new NALC Model Financial Regulations (England) July 2019.  The items for review and amendment had been circulated with the agenda.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the amended Financial Regulations are adopted in accordance with the NALC Model Financial Regulations (England) July 2019.

All in favour

The Clerk would update the policy and post it on the website. 

36/20	Annual Governance for the Accounts 2019/2020
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the bank statements, budget account, cashbook and bank reconciliation for the financial year 2019/2020 with the agenda.  The year-end accounts, period ending 31st March 2020, were as follows:



	Balances at 31.03.2020
	Community A/C
	Saver A/C
	Reconciliation Community A/C
	Reconciliation Saver A/C

	Closing Bank Statement Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	Bank Statement 31.03.2020
	 899.02
	Bank Statement 31.03.2020
	88,425.35

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	                -   
	Unpresented Cheques:
	Unpresented Cheques:

	Unbanked Receipts
	                -   
	                -   
	
	
	
	 

	Closing Council Balances
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	89,324.37
	
	
	
	 

	Cash Book
	Community A/C
	Saver A/C
	
	
	
	 

	Opening Bank Statement Balances 01.04.2019
	1,438.86
	74,748.09
	 
	             -   
	 
	             -   

	Receipts 01.04.2019-31.03.2020
	 73,555.88
	 25,177.26
	Unbanked Receipts (Banked Mar uncleared):
	Unbanked Receipts (Banked Mar uncleared):

	Payments 01.04.2019-31.03.2020
	- 74,095.72
	- 11,500.00
	
	
	
	  

	Closing Bank Statement Balances 31.03.2020
	899.02
	88,425.35
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	89,324.37
	 
	             -   
	 
	             -   

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	 
	89,324.37
	 
	   
	 
	

	Total Closing Council Balances
	 
	89,324.37
	Council Closing Balance
	899.02
	Council Closing Balance
	88,425.35



	Bank Statement Balances C/F at 01.04.2020
	89,324.37

	Council Balances C/F at 01.04.2020
	89,324.37

	Earmarked Reserves:
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 months)
	26,000.00 
	 

	PWLB Martingales Dowry (7,000 27th June per annum)
	 21,530.00
	 

	PWLB Repayments
	3,508.00
	 

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 2
	6,000.00
	 

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	8.00 
	 

	Defibrillator Donations (maintenance)
	304.91
	 

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	 

	MUGA Annual Maintenance & Materials
	3,500.00
	 

	MUGA Annual Lighting & Power
	968.33
	 

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	 

	Churchyard Annual Grant
	-
	 

	S137 Grants / Donations
	-
	 

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	 

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,000.00
	 

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme 2yr 2019/2020
	6,000.00
	 

	Total 
	 74,949.88
	14,374.49

	Council Balances C/F at 01.04.2020
	89,324.37

	Total Debtors
	- 74,949.88

	Total Creditors
	                  -

	Council Balances C/F 01.04.2020
	14,374.49



	2018/
2019 £
	Receipts
	2019/
2020 £
	2018/
2019 £
	Payments
	2019/
2020 £

	51,625
	Precept
	56,144
	14,152
	Salaries / HMRC / Staff Expenses
	13,539

	1,030
	Support Grant
	505
	100
	Chairman / Councillor Expenses / Travel Expenses
	90

	0
	CIL Levy
	90
	563
	Stationery / Postage
	288

	1,883
	Parish Partnership
	0
	694
	Council Office (equipment, rent)
	973

	0
	Photocopying Services
	15
	700
	Legal Fees
	365

	141
	Grants (Other)
	0
	3,705
	Insurance
	1,754

	843
	Glebe Land (Field, Car Park rentals, Lighting)
	843
	521
	Subscriptions
	535

	1,004
	Allotments (lettings)
	1,061
	0
	Election Costs
	50

	0
	Sports & Social Club (peppercorn rent)
	0
	28
	Bank Charges
	131

	0
	MUGA (Hire)
	80
	1,575
	S137 Grants & Donations (including annual grants)
	1,833

	3,106
	Grants (MUGA)
	423
	1,848
	Street Lighting (power, maintenance)
	2,170

	84
	Services Refund
	0
	2,754
	Litter Picker (Contractor)
	2,881

	0
	Insurance Claim
	832
	1,853
	Litter Waste / Dog Waste / Grit Waste (collection / purchases)
	2,191

	215
	Bank Interest
	215
	3,174
	Grounds (Contract, repair & maintenance, Station flower beds)
	5,465

	3,194
	VAT
	1,997
	646
	Allotments (provision, water)
	627

	0
	Public Works Loan Board Loan
	0
	3,000
	Glebe Land (rentals, repair & renewal)
	1,516

	
	
	
	2,248
	Projects / CPT / Play Areas (repair & renewal, maintenance)
	470

	
	
	
	3,780
	Parish Partnership Scheme
	1,535

	
	
	
	0
	Retention Labour
	50

	
	
	
	6,890
	MUGA
	1,912

	
	
	
	8,872
	Public Works Loan Board Loan Repayments
	8,872

	
	
	
	3,475
	VAT
	1,821

	63,125
	TOTAL RECEIPTS
	62,205
	60,578
	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	49,068





36.1/20 Internal Audit Report 2019/2020
The Clerk had circulated the Annual Internal Audit Report 2019/2020, prepared by Mr John Cross, with the agenda.  The Internal Audit had been carried out on Wednesday, 10th June 2020.  All accounts, records, supporting documents and safeguards were found to be efficiently maintained and in place.

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That this Council approves the Internal Audit for the financial year 2019/2020.

All in favour

36.2/20 Annual Governance Statement 2019/2020 (Section 1 Annual Return)
The Clerk reported that the Annual Governance Statement was a means to inform ratepayers how the public accountability framework operated and to ensure there was a sound system of internal control taking place.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council was expected to make representations and assertions, to the best of their knowledge and belief, in nine statements of assurance detailed in Section 1 of the Annual Return.  The Clerk read the statements in Section 1 and requested that Councillors answer yes or no to the following declarations:
	Declaration
	Yes
	No
	Yes means that the Council:

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.
	Yes
	
	prepared its accounting statements in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.
	Yes
	
	made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge.

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this smaller authority to conduct its business or on its finances.
	Yes
	
	has only done what it has the legal power to do and has complied with proper practices in doing so.

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
	
	No
	during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this smaller authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.
	Yes
	
	considered the financial and other risks it faces and has dealt with them properly.

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems.
	Yes
	
	arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.
	Yes
	
	responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit.

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this smaller authority and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.
	Yes
	
	disclosed everything it should have about its business activity during the year including events taking place after the year-end if relevant.

	9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including charitable.  In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit.
	Yes
	
	has met all of its responsibilities where it is a sole managing trustee of a local trust or trusts.


Proposed – Cllr Bellamy				Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council approves the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 Annual Return) for the financial year 2019/2020 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign Section 1 of the Annual Return 2019/2020 at a future date.  The Clerk would record the Minute References upon completion of the minutes of this meeting.

36.3/20 Accounting Statements 2019/2020 (Section 2 Annual Return)
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Accounting Statements for the financial year 2019/2020 with the agenda.  The Clerk reported that the Accounting Statements were a means of presenting the financial position of this Council and properly presenting its receipts and payments.  The accounting statements were as follows:
	Section 2
	2018/19 £
	2019/20 £
	Variance (+/1) £
	Detailed explanation of variance (for each reason noted monetary values to nearest £10 are included)

	1 Balances Brought Forward
	73,640
	76,187
	2,547                   (+ 3.46%)
	Earmarked Reserves C/F include reserved PWLB Loan repayments (£7,000 from annual dowry to be drawn down each year) and MUGA fundraising reserves to repay loan

	2 (+) Precept or Rates and Levies
	51,625
	56,144
	4,519                (+ 8.75%)
	Actual Band D increase was only 5.11% as Tax Base was higher.  MUGA CCTV was budgeted for 4,072 which increased the precept

	3 (+) Total Other Receipts
	11,500
	6,061
	5,439                    (- 47.30%)
	2018/19 received NCC PPS 1,883 and MUGA donations 3,106.  2019/2020 no PPS income, only small MUGA donations received and street lamp insurance claim paid.

	4 (-) Staff Costs
	14,152
	13,539
	613                        (- 4.33%)
	Clerk's pay increase inadvertently not implemented – backpay will be added to 2020/2021 wages

	5 (-) Loan Interest/Capital Repayments
	8,872
	8,872
	0                        (0%)
	PWLB loan x 2 repayments made per annum

	6 (-) All Other Payments
	37,554
	26,657
	10,897                (- 29.02%)
	Expenditure in 2018/19 was higher due to large projects: MUGA electric kiosk fitted 6,756, new defibrillator 1,297 and PPS was 3,780 (2019/2021 no large projects and PPS only 1,535).

	7 (=) Balances Carried Forward
	76,187
	89,324
	13,137                (+ 17.24%)
	Earmarked Reserves 74,950.  Precept balance to C/F is higher than usual as expenditure lower than anticipated (Community Payback free labour increased to fortnightly basis and MUGA LED light conversion to be undertaken in 2020/2021)

	8 Total Value of Cash & Short Term Investments
	76,187
	89,324
	13,137                (+ 17.24%)
	Earmarked Reserves 74,950 (includes 28,468 for PWLB repayments and forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan and Highways Scheme).

	9 Total Fixed Assets Plus Long Terms Investments & Assets
	240,052
	240,400
	348                     (+ 0.14%)
	Limited disposals and purchases made

	10 Total Borrowings
	38,346
	30,065
	8,281                   (- 21.59%)
	Repayments of the loan are half-yearly (June & December).  2 repayments made.  PWLB year end statement attached

	11 (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note re Trust Funds (including charitable)
	Yes
	The Council acts as sole Trustee for and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.




Proposed – Cllr Sheldon				Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That this Council approves the Accounting Statements (Section 2 Annual Return) for the financial year 2019/2020 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign Section 2 of the Annual Return 2019/2020 at a future date.  The Clerk would record the Minute References upon completion of the minutes of this meeting.

36.4/20 Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights for the financial year 2019/2020 with the agenda.

The Clerk reported that the Council had a duty to inform the electorate of a 30 working day period during which electors’ rights may be exercised.  The inspection period must start on or before 1st September 2020.  The dates would be as follows:
The dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights are as follows: 

Commencing on	Tuesday, 4th August 2020

And ending on		Tuesday, 15th September 2020

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council approves the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights for the financial year 2019/2020 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk would advertise the Annual Return 2019/2020 and supporting accounting documents on the website and Council noticeboard.

37/20	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
	All Councillors’ decisions regarding planning applications during the lockdown period have been in writing by email and the voting has been duly recorded by the Clerk.

37.1/20 Planning applications
37.1.1/20	20/00451/F – 24 Lark Road – Single storey rear and side extension
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this application as she was the owner of the neighbouring property.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, did not correspond or vote on this application.

No objections (1 abstention – declared interest).

37.1.2/20	20/00430/F – 55 Fen Road – Single storey side extension to existing bungalow
No objections.

37.1.3/20	20/00482/F – 36 Britton Close – Extensions alterations and new garage
No objections.

37.1.4/20	20/00072/F – Lyndon House, 180 Station Road – A stand-alone annex for a domestic property, demolition of an existing garage and rebuilding it with first floor accommodation
	No objections.

37.1.5/20	20/00028/TPO – Watlington 562301 310555 2/TPO/00246 - Lime tree: Removal of two lower limbs which overhang neighbouring property 31 Thieves Bridge Road
	Information only.

37.2/20 Planning decisions
37.2.1/20	20/00177/F – Harfayka House, 26 Downham Road – Front and rear extensions and alterations
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.2.2/20	20/00031/F – 12 Woodward Close – A garden shed to be used as a therapy room for massage, reflexology and counselling for a period of 12 months only
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.2.3/20	20/00451/F – 24 Lark Road – Single storey rear and side extension
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this application as she was the owner of the neighbouring property.

Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.2.4/20	20/00199/F – 62 Fen Road – Proposed Extensions and Alterations
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.2.5/20	20/00430/F – 55 Fen Road – Single storey side extension to existing bungalow
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.2.6/20	20/00072/F – Lyndon House, 180 Station Road – A stand-alone annex for a domestic property, demolition of an existing garage and rebuilding it with first floor accommodation
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

		37.3/20 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
Late Notices of Decision
37.3.1/20	20/00482/F – 36 Britton Close – Extensions alterations and new garage
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

37.3.2/20	20/00028/TPO – Watlington 562301 310555 2/TPO/00246 - Lime tree: Removal of two lower limbs which overhang neighbouring property 31 Thieves Bridge Road
Tree application No objection.

37.4/20 Other Planning matters (for information only and not for discussion during the public open meeting)

37.4.1/20	20/00090/UNAUTU – The Angel, 41 School Road
Alleged unauthorised use.

37.4.2/20	20/00149/UNAUTU – 37A School Road
Alleged unauthorised use.

37.4.3/20	20/00162/UNOPDE – 96 John Davis Way
Alleged unauthorised operational development.

13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
16.1. 
38/20	Brief reports/updates
38.1/20 Council office deep clean, regular cleaning, materials, signage and hand sanitisers
The Clerk reported that because the Council office was a public building it would need to be deep cleaned and other coronavirus safety essentials put in place prior to being re-opened.
The Clerk had contacted the Village Hall Secretary to investigate if they would be providing a fixed hand sanitiser in the office and whether their cleaning company would be able to carry out a deep clean.

The Clerk would report back to the Council when further details and/or costs had been established.

38.2/20 Compulsory fortnightly play area inspections 
The Clerk reported that play area inspections must be carried out and written reports documented during the current coronavirus pandemic.  If these were not done the Council could be held liable for any claims made.  It was noted that Councillors should keep an eye out that the signage was in place and replaced immediately if any were removed.

Councillors agreed that the signs would be more effective in A3 size.  Cllr Culy confirmed that he would have a look at the printing equipment when the Clerk was next in the office.

38.3/20 Village Hall
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Village Hall was still closed and there were no regular hirers wishing to start using it again.  A wedding was booked for August 2020 but it was unknown whether this would be happening.  A deep clean would have to be done prior to any usage taking place.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, noted that the Community Payback Team were available to help carry out jobs in the Village Hall if required.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had informed the Management Committee and was awaiting a response.

38.4/20 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Personal Interest in this item as she was an allotment holder.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that there were currently 8 people on the waiting list.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had been approaching various landowners in the village to investigate whether they had any spare land for the use of allotments.  No definitive responses had yet been received but the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would continue to investigate various options and sources. 

38.5/20 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had met with Mr Bryan Foster, the Manager for the Community Payback Team (CPT), to consider jobs around the village.  Mr Foster confirmed that the CPT would be returning to duties shortly, although the teams would be much smaller.  It was noted that permission may need to be sought from the Village Hall Management Committee for the use of the toilets when they returned.

The Clerk wished to thank the Councillors for the huge amount of work they had carried out over the past few weeks in the village.  The dedication and commitment of this Council was remarkable.

39/20	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be taking place on Tuesday, 8th September 2020 at 7.00pm.  Dependant on Governmental guidelines, this will either take place in the Jubilee Hall, Watlington Village Hall, or virtually by Zoom.

Borough Cllr Bhondi and the member of public left the Zoom meeting at 8.00pm.








40/20	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

40.1/20 Litter Picker’s National Living Wage pay increase
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That this Council formally approves the Litter Picker contractor’s hourly pay increase from £8.21 to £8.72 on 1st April 2020 in accordance with the National Living Wage.

All in favour

	40.2/20 Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)
	40.2.1/20 Tenders for upgrading the lamps to LED lighting (documents and quotations circulated by email to all Councillors May 2020)
See Confidential Report.

	40.3/20 Tenders for the 2020/2023 Street Lighting Contract (documents and quotations circulated by email to all Councillors June 2020)
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Street Lighting Contract is awarded to K&M Lighting Services Ltd for a three year term commencing 1st August 2020 until 31st July 2023 at a cost of £1,145.95 + VAT per annum (Total Three Year contract cost £3,437.85 + VAT), with any additional works charged accordingly at price per application as detailed in their contract schedule.

All in favour

	40.4/20 Issues with current CGM Grounds Maintenance Contract
See Confidential Report.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 8.12pm.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.13pm.

