WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held Tuesday, 4th May 2021 at 7.00pm virtually via Zoom

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding (re-elected)
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell (re-elected)
				Councillors			Cllr E Burry
								Cllr A Culy
								Cllr A Prior (arrived following Item 54.2.2/21)
								Cllr S Sheldon
			Borough Councillor		Cllr J Bhondi
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		0


43/21	Election of Chairman of the Council
The outgoing Chairman asked for nominations for Chairman of the Council.

Proposed – Cllr Leedell					Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That Cllr Golding is elected Chairman of Watlington Parish Council for the ensuing year.

All in favour

There being no other nominations, Cllr Golding was duly elected.  Cllr Golding read, signed and dated her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and showed it to the Council onscreen.  The Clerk would duly countersign it following the meeting.

44/21	Election of Vice Chairman of the Council
The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice Chairman of the Council.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Burry

That Cllr Leedell is elected Vice Chairman of Watlington Parish Council for the ensuing year.

All in favour

There being no other nominations, Cllr Leedell was duly elected.  Cllr Leedell read, signed and dated her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and showed it to the Council onscreen.  The Clerk would duly countersign it following the meeting.

45/21	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr J Bellamy (work commitment), Cllr R Davidson (personal commitment) and Cllr T Palmer (work commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

46/21	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Personal Interest in Item 55.4/21, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

There were no requests for dispensation.

The Clerk reported that Members and/or a spouse of a Member, who held an allotment tenancy, would in future have to declare a Pecuniary Interest, and if they wished to speak on allotment matters, would have to complete a request for Dispensation prior to the meeting(s), but would not be able to vote.
Their Registers of Interest would also need to be updated as allotments were classed as a beneficial land interest.

The Clerk would circulate this information to Councillors following the meeting.

47/21	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held virtually on Tuesday, 13th April 2021 (items 29/21-42/21) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign and date the minutes of the meeting at a future date.

48/21	Review of Council Panels and Outside Body Representation
48.1/21	 Council Panels and Internal Responsibilities
48.1.1/21 Allotments – Currently Cllr Golding
Cllr Sheldon was duly appointed as the Allotments representative.  It was noted that Cllr Golding, as an allotment tenant, would report any matters arising to Cllr Sheldon.

48.1.2/21 Community Projects – Currently Cllr Golding
Cllr Golding was duly reappointed as the Community Projects representative.

48.1.3/21 Environment – Currently Cllrs Golding and Leedell and Mr C Dyson and Mr K Leedell (non-voting rights)
Cllrs Golding and Leedell and Mr Dyson and Mr Leedell (non-voting rights) were duly reappointed as the Environment representatives.

48.1.4/21 Finance Panel – Currently Cllrs Golding, Leedell and Prior
Cllrs Golding, Leedell and Prior were duly reappointed onto the Finance Panel.

48.1.5/21 Internal Finance Control – Currently Cllr Sheldon
Cllr Sheldon was duly reappointed as the Internal Finance Control representative.  Cllr Sheldon would attend Finance Panel meetings as and when necessary.

48.1.6/21 Play Area Inspections – Currently Cllrs Bellamy, Culy, Golding and Sheldon
Cllrs Bellamy, Culy and Sheldon were duly reappointed as the Play Area Inspection representatives for the Warren Close Play Area, Stone Close Play Area and Recreation Ground respectively.  Cllr Golding stood down from this role.

48.1.7/21 SAM2 Control and Data Collection – Currently Cllr Prior
Cllr Prior was duly reappointed as the SAM2 representative.  Cllr Culy reported that he would assist with the IT for the data collection as and when necessary.

48.1.8/21 Tree Preservation Orders – Currently Cllrs Culy, Golding and Sheldon and Mr C Dyson (non-voting rights)
Cllrs Culy, Golding and Sheldon and Mr C Dyson (non-voting rights) were duly reappointed as the Tree Preservation Order representatives.

48.2/21	 Appointed Representatives to Outside Bodies
48.2.1/21 Angel Field Millennium Green Trust – Currently Cllr Leedell
Cllr Leedell was duly reappointed as representative of the Angel Field Millennium Green Trust.

48.2.2/21 Village Fete – Currently Cllrs Leedell and Sheldon
Cllr Sheldon was duly reappointed as representative of the Village Fete and Cllr Culy was appointed.  Cllr Leedell stood down from this role.

48.2.3/21 Village Hall – Currently Cllr Leedell
Cllr Leedell was duly reappointed as representative of the Village Hall and Cllr Burry was appointed.

49/21	Review of Council policies and procedures (circulated with agenda and available to view on the website)
49.1/21	 Standing Orders
The Standing Orders were reviewed with no amendments required.

49.2/21	 Financial Regulations
The Financial Regulations were reviewed with no amendments required.

49.3/21	 Powers & Duties & S137 LGA Summary 1972
The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) agrees the appropriate sum for the purpose of Section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 2172.  The Clerk had amended the annual statutory limit for 2021/2022 to £8.41.  The Powers and Duties were approved with no further amendments required.

49.4/21 Child Protection
The Child Protection policy was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.5/21 Complaints Procedure
The Complaints Procedure was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.6/21 Equal Opportunities
The Equal Opportunities policy was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.7/21	 Financial Plan Martingales Dowry
The Financial Plan Martingales Dowry was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.8/21	 Freedom of Information 2008 Scheme
The Freedom of Information Model Scheme was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.9/21	 General Data Protection Rules (GDPR)
The General Data Protection Rules (GDPR) was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.10/21 Press & Social Media
The Press & Social Media policy was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.11/21 Recording at Meetings
The Recordings at Meetings policy was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.12/21 Risk Assessment – Council Office
The Risk Assessment for the Council Office was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.13/21 Risk Assessment – Council Procedures
The Risk Assessment for Council Procedures was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.14/21 S137 Grants & Donations
The S137 Grants & Donations policy was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.15/21 Vulnerable Persons
The Vulnerable Persons policy was reviewed with no amendments required.
49.16/21 Website Accessibility Statement
The Website Accessibility Statement was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.17/21 Asset Register
The Asset Register had been reviewed by the Clerk and various disposals and additions had been made.

49.18/21 Existing Contracts and Direct Debits
The Existing Contracts and Direct Debits had been reviewed by the Clerk and various amendments had been made.

49.19/21 Lease and Land Review
The Lease and Land Review was reviewed with no amendments required.

49.20/21 Code of Conduct – reminder
Councillors were reminded of their obligations in regards to the Code of Conduct.

49.21/21 Councillors’ Registered Declarations of Interests
The Clerk reminded Councillors to review their Registers of Declared Interests and update them if necessary as it was a statutory requirement to do so.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the policies and procedures as detailed above are approved.

All in favour

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.15pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior recent report had been received.

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi reported that he was currently helping with the Independent candidate’s campaign for the post of Councillor at Norfolk County Council in the forthcoming elections.

Virtual meetings at the BCKL&WN would be ceasing on Thursday, 7th May 2021.

Highways had scheduled repair works for the surface of the back road to King’s Lynn and this was likely to be carried out within the coming weeks.

Due to Covid, the Local Plan was behind schedule.

Discussions between the developer and Planning Officer were ongoing regarding the planning application for ‘Land Rear of 24-36 Downham Road, Downham Road – Residential development for up to 25 dwellings (Outline application including access only)’.  Amendments were being made to the scheme prior to it being resubmitted to the BCKL&WN Planning Committee for consideration.

Cllr Bhondi would inform the Clerk when the application was ready to be presented to the Planning Committee.

Residents had complained to him regarding the proposed trod in Mill Road as they felt this would limit their parking facilities.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the trod had been approved by the Council following requests from other residents in Mill Road to improve safety for pedestrians.  It was noted that construction on the trod had commenced today.

Cllr Bhondi left the meeting at 7.20pm.

	Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (Localism Act 2011, Schedule 9 Neighbourhood Planning)
There were no members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

	Public Participation
There were no members of public present at the meeting.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.21pm.

50/21	Finances and Clerks Report
50.1/21 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, period ending April 2021, current bank account statements and finance summary, following the agenda (month-end had not taken place when the agenda was published).  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2021) Page 12 of 13
April 2021
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,059.21
	109,014.49
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2021
	1,059.21
	
	Bank Statement 01.04.2021
	109,014.49

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	110,073.70
	
	Receipts
	59,387.00
	
	Receipts
	50,000.00

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 58,036.01
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.04.2021
	2,410.20
	
	Bank Statement 30.04.2021
	159,014.49

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	 

	Opening Balances
	1,059.21
	109,014.49
	
	Debit Card
	- 
	
	 
	- 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	110,073.70
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	59,387.00
	50,000.00  
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 58,036.01
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	2,410.20
	159,014.49
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	161,424.69
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	- 
	
	 
	-

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	 

	Closing Balances
	2,410.20
	159,014.49
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Total Closing Balances
	
	161,424.69
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	
	
	
	
	Closing Balance
	2,410.20
	
	Closing Balance
	159,014.49

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	161,424.69

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  14,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	1,636.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	12,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	208.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	650.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,723.35
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	701.65
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA LED Lighting
	4,825.99
	
	Total Closing Balances
	161,424.69
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	81,295.54
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	81,295.54
	Remaining Available Precept
	80,129.15



The Clerk reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) had confirmed that it was now at the stage of needing to contract a Planning Consultant, but fees for this service were not yet known.

A short discussion took place and Councillors were fully supportive of the need to contract professional services but felt that the NPSG must seek quotations prior to any approval being made.  It was also noted that the NPSG should also seek funding to help pay for such services.  The Clerk would confirm this to them.

50.2/21 Veolia Contract
The Clerk reported that the Council had at the prior meeting approved, in principle, the newly appointed trade waste contractor, Ellgia.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Council approves the new trade waste contractor to be Ellgia, in accordance with their contract.

All in favour

50.3/21 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and pending disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	16.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 10/17a
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	60.00

	19.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 18
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	19.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 16
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	26.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 15b
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	26.04.2021
	BT
	Office Phone Rental & Charges
	DD
	94.12
	18.82
	112.94
	0.00

	28.04.2021
	Norfolk Accident Rescue
	S137 Grant
	BACS
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	0.00

	04.05.2021
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	11.91
	0.60
	12.51
	0.00

	30.04.2021
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking April 2021
	BACS
	231.66
	0.00
	231.66
	0.00

	30.04.2021
	Clerk
	Salary April 2021
	BACS
	1,101.64
	0.00
	1,101.64
	0.00

	30.04.2021
	Clerk
	Expenses April 2021
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	30.04.2021
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax April 2021
	BACS
	69.27
	0.00
	69.27
	0.00

	To be paid
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection Dec 2021
	BACS
	54.53
	10.91
	65.44
	0.00

	To be paid
	Veolia ES (UK) Ltd
	Waste Collection Mar 2021
	BACS
	22.28
	4.46
	26.74
	0.00

	To be paid
	Mr J Cross
	Internal Audit
	BACS
	40.00
	0.00
	40.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Mr K Painter
	Remove vandalised fencing
	BACS
	90.00
	0.00
	90.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Apr
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	28.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 19a
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	29.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 7
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	29.04.2021
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 20b
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	20.00

	04.05.2021
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric
	DD
	11.91
	0.60
	12.51
	0.00

	04.05.2021
	HMRC
	VAT Repayment (3/3 2020/21)
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	766.66

	To be paid
	The Play Inspection Company
	Annual play area inspections
	BACS
	202.50
	40.50
	243.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Country Grounds Maintenance
	Grounds Maintenance May
	BACS
	417.15
	83.43
	500.58
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance May
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Swan Project Youth Provision
	BACS
	51.00
	0.00
	51.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Spotless Commercial Cleaning
	Office deep clean
	BACS
	120.00
	24.00
	144.00
	0.00

	Totals this month
	2,648.97
	197.51
	2,846.48
	1,006.66



The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, raised concern regarding the invoice from Spotless Commercial Cleaning Ltd as the deep clean in the office had only taken a couple of hours.  Cllr Burry agreed to query this with them.

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

	That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule, excluding the invoice received from Spotless Commercial Cleaning Ltd.

All in favour

50.4/21 BCKL&WN CIL Funding Applications – Groups and organisations, looking to deliver infrastructure to benefit its residents and businesses, are being invited to bid for CIL funding start date Monday, 25th January 2021 closing on Friday, 30th April 2021
The Clerk reported that the two schemes approved by this Council had been submitted to the BCKL&WN on Thursday, 29th April 2021.  The bids were as follows:

Martingales Fencing Replacement Total Scheme Cost £5,333.33
Parish Council match funding CIL bid for £2,666.67 (£90.00 of which will be utilised from the Council’s existing CIL earmarked reserves fund).

Warren Close Slide Total Scheme Cost £2,779.17
Parish Council match funding CIL bid for £1,389.59.

Decisions made by the BCKL&WN would not be known until July 2021.

51/21	Annual Governance for the Accounts 2020/2021
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the bank statements, budget account, cashbook and bank reconciliation for the financial year 2020/2021 with the agenda.  The year-end accounts, period ending 31st March 2021, were as follows:



	Balances at 31.03.2021
	Community A/C
	Saver A/C
	Reconciliation Community A/C
	Reconciliation Saver A/C

	Closing Bank Statement Balances
	1,059.21
	109,014.49
	Bank Statement 31.03.2021
	 1,059.21
	Bank Statement 31.03.2021
	109,014.49

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	                -   
	Unpresented Cheques:
	Unpresented Cheques:

	Unbanked Receipts
	                -   
	                -   
	
	
	
	 

	Closing Council Balances
	1,059.21
	109,014.49
	
	
	
	 

	 
	
	110,073.70
	
	
	
	 

	Cash Book
	Community A/C
	Saver A/C
	
	
	
	 

	Opening Bank Statement Balances 01.04.2020
	899.02
	88,425.35
	 
	             -   
	 
	             -   

	Receipts 01.04.2020-31.03.2021
	 99,839.87
	 45,089.14
	Unbanked Receipts (Banked Mar uncleared):
	Unbanked Receipts (Banked Mar uncleared):

	Payments 01.04.2020-31.03.2021
	- 99,679.68
	- 24,500.00
	
	
	
	  

	Closing Bank Statement Balances 31.03.2020
	1,059.21
	109,014.49
	
	
	
	 

	
	
	110,073.70
	 
	             -   
	 
	             -   

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	 
	110,073.70
	 
	   
	 
	

	Total Closing Council Balances
	 
	110,073.70
	Council Closing Balance
	1,059.21
	Council Closing Balance
	109,014.49



	Bank Statement Balances C/F at 01.04.2021
	110,073.70

	Council Balances C/F at 01.04.2021
	110,073.70

	Earmarked Reserves:
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 months)
	26,000.00 
	 

	PWLB Martingales Dowry (7,000 27th June per annum)
	 14,530.00
	 

	PWLB Repayments
	1,636.00
	 

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 3
	9,000.00
	 

	Sports & Social Rent (Paid to 2021)
	3.00 
	 

	Defibrillator Donations (maintenance)
	208.91
	 

	MUGA Fundraising
	3,429.64
	 

	Elections
	350.00
	 

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	 

	S137 Grants / Donations
	-
	 

	CIL Levy
	90.00
	 

	Neighbourhood Planning
	8,723.35
	 

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme 2yr 2019/2020
	6,000.00
	 

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	701.65
	 

	MUGA LED Lighting
	4,825.99
	 

	Total 
	 74,498.54
	34,575.16

	Council Balances C/F at 01.04.2021
	110,073.70

	Total Debtors
	- 74,498.54

	Total Creditors
	                  -

	Council Balances C/F 01.04.2021
	34,575.16



51.1/21 Internal Audit Report 2020/2021
The Clerk had circulated the Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/2021, prepared by Mr John Cross, with the agenda.  The Internal Audit had been carried out on Thursday, 15th April 2021.  All accounts, records, supporting documents and safeguards were found to be efficiently maintained and in place.

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council approves the Internal Audit for the financial year 2020/2021.

All in favour

51.2/21 Annual Governance Statement 2020/2021 (Section 1 Annual Return)
The Annual Governance Statement was a means to inform ratepayers how the public accountability framework operated and to ensure there was a sound system of internal control taking place.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council was expected to make representations and assertions, to the best of their knowledge and belief, in nine statements of assurance detailed in Section 1 of the Annual Return.  The Clerk read the statements in Section 1 and requested that Councillors answer yes or no to the following declarations:
	Declaration
	Yes
	No
	Yes means that the Council:

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.
	Yes
	
	prepared its accounting statements in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.
	Yes
	
	made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility for safeguarding the public money and resources in its charge.

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this smaller authority to conduct its business or on its finances.
	Yes
	
	has only done what it has the legal power to do and has complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
	Yes
	
	during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this smaller authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.
	Yes
	
	considered and documented the financial and other risks it faces and has dealt with them properly.

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems.
	Yes
	
	arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.
	Yes
	
	responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and external audit.

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.
	Yes
	
	disclosed everything it should have about its business activity during the year including events taking place after the year-end if relevant.

	9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including charitable.  In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit.
	Yes
	
	has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local trust or trusts.


Proposed – Cllr Sheldon				Seconded – Cllr Burry

That this Council approves the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 Annual Return) for the financial year 2020/2021 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign Section 1 of the Annual Return 2020/2021 at a future date.  The Clerk would record the Minute References upon completion of the minutes of this meeting.

51.3/21 Accounting Statements 2020/2021 (Section 2 Annual Return)
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Accounting Statements for the financial year 2020/2021 with the agenda.  The Accounting Statements were a means of presenting the financial position of this Council and properly presenting its receipts and payments.  The accounting statements were as follows:
	Section 2
	2019/20 £
	2020/21 £
	Variance (+/1) £
	Detailed explanation of variance (for each reason noted monetary values to nearest £10 are included)

	1 Balances Brought Forward
	76,187
	89,324
	13,137                   (+ 17.24%)
	Earmarked Reserves C/F include reserved PWLB Loan repayments (7,000 from annual dowry to be drawn down each year).  A Highways Scheme of 6,000 for double yellow lines was C/F from 2019/2020 and is on long term hold due to Covid.

	2 (+) Precept or Rates and Levies
	56,144
	58,680
	2,536                (+ 22.32%)
	The actual Precept increase was only 4.52% due to a higher Tax Base and the Band D increase was kept low at 3.64%.

	3 (+) Total Other Receipts
	6,061
	21,549
	15,488                    (+ 255.53%)
	2019/2020 NCC PPS was 0 but in 2020/2021 was 6,325.  Covid Aid grant 1,000 and Covid Business Grant 10,000 received.  Glebe Field rent down by 589.  MUGA grants down 423.  No insurance claim 832 receipt in 2020/2021.

	4 (-) Staff Costs
	13,539
	15,233
	1,694                        (+ 12.51%)
	Clerk's 2019/2020 pay increase inadvertently not paid in 2019/2020 and was added to 2020/2021 wages.  2020/2021 pay increment implemented.  9 days annual leave paid, as unable to take them due to busy Covid year.

	5 (-) Loan Interest/Capital Repayments
	8,872
	8,872
	0                        (0%)
	PWLB loan x 2 repayments made per annum

	6 (-) All Other Payments
	26,657
	35,374
	8,717                  (+ 32.70%)
	2020/2021 NCC PPS 11,115 higher than 2019/2020.  Grounds maintenance 2,007 lower than previous year.  Youth project/play area 1,303 higher than previous year.  MUGA expenses 1,724 lower than previous year.

	7 (=) Balances Carried Forward
	89,324
	110,074
	20,750                (+ 23.23%)
	E/R 75,499.  Precept balance to C/F is higher than usual as expenditure has been lower than anticipated during the past year due to Covid.  10,000 Business Grant also forms part of the C/F balance.  Box 7 remains less than twice Box 2.

	8 Total Value of Cash & Short Term Investments
	89,324
	110,074
	20,749                (+ 23.23%)
	E/R 75,499 (most projects delayed and C/F).   Precept demand for forthcoming year will be 0%.

	9 Total Fixed Assets Plus Long Terms Investments & Assets
	240,400
	240,641
	241                     (+ 0.10%)
	Limited disposals and purchases made.  Asset Register at 01.04.2021 attached.

	10 Total Borrowings
	30,065
	21,648
	8,417                   (- 27.99%)
	Repayments of the loan are half-yearly (June & December).  2 repayments made (455 interest ).  PWLB year-end statement attached.

	11 (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note re Trust Funds (including charitable)
	Yes
	The Council acts as sole Trustee for and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.


Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council approves the Accounting Statements (Section 2 Annual Return) for the financial year 2020/2021 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, would duly sign Section 2 of the Annual Return 2020/2021 at a future date.  The Clerk would record the Minute References upon completion of the minutes of this meeting.

51.4/21 Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights for the financial year 2020/2021 with the agenda.

The Council had a duty to inform the electorate of a 30 working day period during which electors’ rights may be exercised.  The inspection period must include the first 10 working days of July.  The dates would be as follows:
The dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights are as follows: 

Commencing on	Monday, 14th June 2021

And ending on		Friday, 23rd July 2021

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That this Council approves the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights for the financial year 2020/2021 as detailed.

All in favour

The Clerk would advertise the Annual Return 2020/2021 and supporting accounting documents on the website and Council noticeboard once they had been duly signed by the Clerk and Chairman.

52/21	Annual Governance for the Edward Shouldham Charity Accounts 2020/2021
The Clerk had circulated a copy of the bank statement, cashbook, CCLA account and bank reconciliation for the financial year 2020/2021 with the agenda.  The year-end accounts, period ending 31st March 2021, were as follows:
	Amount brought forward 31.03.2020
	£765.66

	22.10.2020 Credit
	Charity land lease 12.10.2020-10.10.2021
	£300.00

	22.02.2021 Debit
	Donation
	-£500.00

	
Amount carried forward 01.04.2021
	£565.66



	CCLA Account Amount brought forward 31.03.2020
	£1,259.25

	Transactions
	Month Ending
	Deposited Amount 
	Account Balance 

	Interest retained
	01.04.2020
	£0.46
	£1,259.71

	Interest retained
	01.05.2020
	£0.33
	£1,260.04

	Income paid from 531350001AA
	29.05.2020
	£4.13
	£1,264.17

	Interest retained
	01.06.2020
	£0.25
	£1,264.42

	Interest retained
	01.07.2020
	£0.20
	£1,264.62

	Interest retained
	03.08.2020
	£0.13
	£1,264.75

	Income paid from 531350001AA
	28.08.2020
	£4.13
	£1,268.88

	Interest retained
	01.09.2020
	£0.05
	£1,268.93

	Interest retained
	01.10.2020
	£0.02
	£1,268.95

	Interest retained
	02.11.2020
	£0.01
	£1,268.96

	Income paid from 531350001AA
	30.11.2020
	£4.23
	£1,273.19

	Interest retained
	01.12.2020
	£0.01
	£1,273.20

	Interest retained
	04.01.2021
	£0.01
	£1,273.21

	Interest retained
	01.02.2021
	£0.01
	£1,273.22

	Income paid from 531350001AA
	26.02.2021
	£4.26
	£1,277.48

	Interest retained
	01.03.2021
	£0.01
	£1,277.49

	Amount carried forward 01.04.2021
	£1,277.49




Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council approves the Edward Shouldham Charity Accounts for the financial year 2020/2021.

All in favour

53/21	Correspondence
53.1/21 For Action/Information
The Clerk reported that Cllr Davidson had today emailed Councillors enquiring about setting up a community litter pick.  A short discussion took place and it was noted that if a litter pick was held under the umbrella of the Parish Council, insurance would need to be in place.  It was also noted that the BCKL&WN could lease litter picking equipment to the Council and would collect the waste, providing only that these events were carried out on agreed dates with the BCKL&WN.  It was further noted that each team of 10 volunteers would need to be supervised by a Councillor and people under the age of 16 would not be insured to participate, unless accompanied by a parent/guardian.

Cllr Sheldon agreed to investigate community litter picking with the Council’s insurance company.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact Cllr Davidson, asking whether she would be prepared to manage this scheme. 

53.2/21 Late Correspondence
No late correspondence for action had been received. 

54/21	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
54.1/21 Byelaws and use of open spaces
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

54.2/21 Environment
54.2.1/21 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) Working Group
The TPO Working Group would arrange a meeting within the next few weeks.

54.3/21 Play Areas
54.3.1/21 Play Area annual inspection reports
The Play Inspection Company had carried out the annual inspections of the four play areas and the Clerk had circulated the reports prior to the agenda.

54.3.2/21 Play Area items for repair
Councillors agreed to go through the reports and make a list of all items listed, regardless of whether they were low, medium or high risk.
Once a comprehensive and conclusive list had been compiled, the Clerk would then seek a quotation from Fenland Leisure to enquire about the cost to repair/replace the items.  The Clerk would also advise Cllr Bellamy of his obligation in this matter. 

Cllr Prior arrived at the meeting at 7.58pm.

54.3.3/21 Stone Close Play Area trees/shrubbery
Cllr Sheldon reported that she had met with the resident who had enquired about planting low maintenance/ornamental trees within the Stone Close Play Area.  Cllr Sheldon had advised the lady that nothing could be planted alongside the play area due to children’s safety and security, nor adjacent to the rear gardens of the properties within the play area, but felt that small trees planted periodically along the length of one boundary would look very nice.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that this would be a good idea.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon				Seconded – Cllr Culy

That this Council approves the planting of small low-maintenance ornamental trees being planted intermittently along one boundary of the Martingales Green.

All in favour

Cllr Sheldon would contact the Woodland Trust to investigate whether small trees could be donated to the Parish Council for planting in the autumn.

55/21	Community Matters
55.1/21 Village Hall
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the next meeting of the Village Hall Committee was being held on Monday, 17th May 2021, when the Covid restrictions at that time would be further reviewed.

An additional grant had been funded by the Government which had eased the loss of income.  Small redecoration projects within the building would be taking place during the next half term school holidays and in the summer school holidays.  Window curtains were being replaced with blinds where necessary and costings for replacement stage curtains were being sought.  A new cleaner of the Hall had been contracted and was doing an excellent job.

55.2/21 Council Office cleaning (deferred from previous meeting)
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, and Cllr Burry reported that Spotless Commercial Cleaning Ltd charged £20.00 per hour + VAT and Mr Brights £17.00 per hour + VAT.  It was noted that individual local cleaners might charge less.

It was agreed for Cllr Burry to contact two local cleaners to establish costs.  Once the costs were known, she would then enquire with Spotless Commercial Cleaning Ltd whether their hourly rates could be reduced to give them the option of applying for the contract.  Cllr Burry would report back at the next meeting.

55.3/21 BT Phone Kiosk
55.3.1/21 Quotations for banners (deferred from previous meeting)
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell reported that quotations of banners for the BT phone kiosk had not yet been sought.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, would investigate and report back at the next meeting. 
	
55.4/21 Allotments
	The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Personal Interest in this item.
55.4.1/21 Laurel hedge trim
	The Clerk reported that General Garden Services had confirmed that the cost to trim the Paige Close laurel hedge would be £45.00 No VAT.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council approves General Gardening Services trimming the Paige Close laurel hedge at a cost of £45.00 No VAT.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would inform General Garden Services to confirm the contract.

55.4.2/21 Insurance
Cllr Sheldon reported that she would be speaking to the Council’s Insurance broker, Came & Company, to investigate whether the Council held any insurance cover for the two allotment sites under its current policy.

	55.4.3/21 Best Kept Allotment Scheme under S137 LGA 1972 (Class 3: Improvement of appearance of villages)
The Clerk reported that a leaflet had been sent to tenants on both sites asking whether they wished to partake in a Best Kept Allotment Scheme.  No responses had yet been received.

It was agreed to defer this item to the next agenda and if no interest was received, this proposed project would be concluded.

55.5/21 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would contact the Community Payback Team manager to investigate whether their services would be resuming on Monday, 21st June 2021, when the easing of lockdown was anticipated.

55.6/21 SAM2 Data
55.6.1/21 New battery and charger
The Clerk had contacted Westcotec for the costs of a new battery and charger and these were confirmed as £140.00 + £28.00 VAT.  Cllr Prior confirmed that he had located a new battery and charger in the Council office and these were now not required.

Cllr Prior reported that Cllr Culy had kindly written detailed instructions on how to download the data.  Cllr Prior would provide data at the next meeting.

55.7/21 Fete Committee (Village Fete Saturday, 24th July 2021)
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

56/21	Highways and Transport Matters
56.1/21 Parish Partnership Scheme 2020/2021
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that construction on the Mill Road trod had commenced today.

56.1.1/21 Objections to the scheme
Councillors reported that objections to the scheme had been posted on the village Facebook page and verbal complaints had been made to some Councillors.  The Clerk noted that whilst the Parish Council would not encourage vehicles to park on the trod, residents would be able to, much the same as in streets where people parked on the pavements.  The reason for the trod was for pedestrian safety to enable them to walk safely along Mill Road.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a resident had enquired about the SAM2 sign being placed in Mill Road to detract speeding vehicles.  It was agreed for her to contact the Highways Engineer, Mr A Wallace, to investigate a suitable spot, and enquire which other roads in the village might be appropriate locations for the two SAM2 signs.

56.2/21 Parish Partnership Scheme 2021/2022 – bids to be submitted by Friday, 4th December 2020
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

57/21	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
57.1/21 Planning applications
No planning applications had been received from the BCKL&WN.
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57.2/21 Planning decisions
No planning decisions had been received from the BCKL&WN.

	57.3/21 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
No late planning applications or notices of decision had been received from the BCKL&WN.

57.4/21 Other Planning matters
There were no other planning matters to report to this meeting.

58/21	Councillor issues and village matters
Cllr Prior reported that the pot holes in the Environment Agency car park by the river were really deep.  The Clerk would contact them to enquire whether these could be filled. 

59/21	Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Tuesday, 29th June 2021 at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

60/21	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

60.1/21 Request from a Thomas Close resident to purchase a piece of land adjacent to their property [known as Meadows Green] (circulated prior to agenda)
See confidential report.

	60.2/21 Edward Shouldham Charity Land
See confidential report.

	60.3/21 Clerk matters
See confidential report.

	60.4/21 Litter Picker matters
See confidential report.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 8.38pm.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.38pm.
