WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held Tuesday, 1st March 2022 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr J Bellamy
								Cllr E Burry
								Cllr A Culy
								Cllr R Davidson
								Cllr M Jordan
								Cllr R Rockcliffe
								Cllr S Sheldon
								Cllr K Smith
Neighbourhood Planning	Mrs P Harding
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		0


	Prior to the start of the meeting, Members observed a minute’s silence in support of the people affected by the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

15/22	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr M Berliner (work commitment) and Borough Cllr J Bhondi (personal commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

16/22	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 18.7/22, Bills for Payment, as this related to two direct financial imbursements to her and a Personal Interest in Item 21.3/22, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

Cllr Bellamy declared a Personal Interest in Item 21.3/22, Allotments, as he was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

Cllr Burry declared a Personal Interest in Item 21.7.1/22, Fete request to the Council, as she was the Chairman of the Watlington Village Fete Committee.

There were no requests for dispensation.

17/22	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 18th January 2022 (items 1/22-14/22) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Pecuniary Interest at that meeting)

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.06pm.


Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

	Public Participation
	Mrs Harding of the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group reported that St Peter & St Paul’s Church was flying the Ukrainian flag.  Cllr Leedell confirmed that the Angel Field Millennium Green Trust was purchasing a Ukrainian flag for the Millennium Green.

Cllr Burry reported that the Church was holding a vigil on Wednesday, 2nd March 2022 at 10.00am for the Ukrainians and would be lighting a candle on behalf of the Parish Council and Women’s Institute.  Members thanked Cllr Burry and the Church for arranging this.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.08pm.

18/22	Finances and Clerks Report
18.1/22 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, periods ending January 2022 and February 2022, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2022) Page 12 of 13
January 2022
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,949.05
	136,525.08
	
	Bank Statement 01.01.2022
	1,949.05
	
	Bank Statement 01.01.2022
	136,525.08

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	138,474.13
	
	Receipts
	6,350.00
	
	Receipts
	-  

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 6,304.72
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 4,000.00 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.01.2022
	1,994.33
	
	Bank Statement 31.01.2022
	132,525.08

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	- 

	Opening Balances
	1,949.05
	136,525.08
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	138,474.13
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	6,350.00
	-    
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 6,304.72
	- 4,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	1,994.33
	132,525.08
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	134,519.41
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	1,994.33
	132,525.08
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	134,519.41
	
	Closing Balance
	1,994.33
	
	Closing Balance
	132,525.08

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	134,519.41

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  7,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	5,778.38
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	12,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	208.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	650.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	25.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy (CIL Match Funding Grant (Martingales Fencing)
	2,199.98
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,723.35
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	7,314.65
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	580.05
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Play Area Repairs
	17,335.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Match Funding Grant (Martingales Fencing)
	2,576.66
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Match Funding Grant (Warren Close Play Slide)
	1,389.59
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	134,519.41
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	99,311.57
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	99,311.57
	Remaining Available Precept
	35,207.84



February 2022
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,994.33
	132,525.08
	
	Bank Statement 01.02.2022
	1,994.33
	
	Bank Statement 01.02.2022
	132,525.08

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	134,519.41
	
	Receipts
	1,207.28
	
	Receipts
	-  

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,406.75
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 2,000.00 

	Unpresented Cheques B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 28.02.2022
	794.86
	
	Bank Statement 28.02.2022
	130,525.08

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	
	Unpresented Cheques
	- 

	Opening Balances
	1,994.33
	132,525.08
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	134,519.41
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	1,207.28
	·    
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 2,406.75
	- 2,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	794.86
	130,525.08
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	131,319.94
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Cheques
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	794.86
	130,525.08
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	131,319.94
	
	Closing Balance
	794.86
	
	Closing Balance
	130,525.08

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	131,319.94

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  7,530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	5,778.38
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	12,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	208.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Fundraising
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	650.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy (CIL Match Funding Grant (Martingales Fencing)
	2,199.98
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,723.35
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	7,574.30
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Covid-19 Grant (Restricted Funds)
	580.05
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Play Area Repairs
	17,335.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Match Funding Grant (Martingales Fencing)
	2,576.66
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Match Funding Grant (Warren Close Play Slide)
	1,389.59
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	131,319.94
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	99,546.22
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	99,546.22
	Remaining Available Precept
	31,773.72



18.2/22 Warren Close Play Area works
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Online Playgrounds had carried out additional urgent works on the Warren Close Play Area whilst they had been on site carrying out the other repair items.  This had been approved in principle by Councillors via email.

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the emergency works carried out at the Warren Close Play Area by Online Playgrounds at a cost of £1,617.00 + £323.40 VAT (total £1,940.40) is formally approved.

All in favour

18.3/22 Signage replacement
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the metal dog sign on the Recreation Field kissing gate had been stolen and one of the Council noticeboard signs had been vandalised beyond repair.  Under emergency expenses, two dog signs and a new noticeboard sign had been purchased from A1 Signs & Engraving.

Proposed – Cllr Davidson				Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the emergency purchase of two dog signs at a cost of £30.00 + £6.00 VAT (total £36.00) and noticeboard banner signage at a cost of £40.00 + £8.00 (total £48.00) from A1 Signs & Engraving is formally approved.

All in favour

18.4/22 Councillor training
The Clerk had contacted Norfolk ALC to establish the costs for whole Council training sessions for up to 12 delegates and circulated the details with the agenda as follows:

Whole Council Blend of the Basics 90-minute session £150.00 + £30.00 VAT via Zoom.
Whole Council Blend of the Basics 90-minute session £250.00 + £50.00 VAT on site.
Whole Council Effective Councillor training £400.00 + £80.00 VAT for two daytime sessions via Zoom.
Whole Council Effective Councillor training £500.00 + £100.00 VAT for two evening sessions via Zoom.
Whole Council Effective Councillor training £400.00 + £80.00 VAT for one full day onsite course.

Alternatively, Councillors could attend individually at a cost of £60.00 + £12.00 (total £72.00) with a 10% discount for two or more candidates attending the same course.

It was noted that six Members of this Council wished to attend the Effective Councillor training.  A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that it would be best for the six Members to attend individual courses.  The Clerk would circulate dates of the forthcoming courses.

18.5/22 MUGA lighting timer
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had sought a quotation from K&M Lighting Services to place an external push button timer on the MUGA for users to set allocated usage time of the floodlights and this had been circulated with the agenda.  The cost would be £471.77 + £94.35 VAT (total £566.12).

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council approves the purchase of an external push button for the MUGA floodlights at a cost of £471.77 + £94.35 VAT (total £566.12) from K&M Lighting Services.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact K&M Lighting Services to confirm the order.

18.6/22 Martingales Fencing Project
Cllr Sheldon reported that she and the Clerk had met Steve Winter on site one morning to confirm the works required and walked round the various locations.  Following that meeting Mr Winter had contacted Cllr Sheldon to advise that his original quotation had not included 60m of fencing and this would therefore need to be added to the original costs.  It was not yet known how much extra this would be.

The Clerk confirmed that the initial quotation received had been for £5,333.33 + £1,066.67 VAT (total £6,400.00).  The CIL bid had been submitted based on this amount and the BCKL&WN had awarded £2,666.67 of the cost.  £90.00 of the total cost would be utilised from the Council’s existing CIL earmarked reserves fund.  In November 2021 the cost of materials had significantly increased due to Covid and the quotation had been revised by Steve Winter to £5,750.00 + £1,150.00 VAT (total £6,900.00).

A short discussion took place and it was felt that as he had commenced the fencing work, this would need to be approved.

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Council approves the extra costs for 60m of fencing for the Martingales fencing project.

All in favour

The Clerk would circulate the cost to Councillors when it had been received.

18.7/22 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and pending disbursements
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this item.

The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	21.01.2022
	Brewers
	Paint CPT
	Debit Card
	17.01
	3.40
	20.41
	0.00

	24.01.2022
	E-On
	MUGA Electric Supply Dec
	DD
	112.19
	5.61
	117.80
	0.00

	25.01.2022
	BT
	Office Phone Rental & Charges
	DD
	103.87
	20.77
	124.64
	0.00

	31.01.2022
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking January 2022
	BACS
	231.66
	0.00
	231.66
	0.00

	31.01.2022
	Clerk
	Salary January 2022
	BACS
	1,471.32
	0.00
	1,471.32
	0.00

	31.01.2022
	Clerk
	Expenses January 2022
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	31.01.2022
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax January 2022
	BACS
	243.54
	0.00
	243.54
	0.00

	01.02.2022
	Wave (Anglian Water)
	Allotment Water Oct 21-Jan 22
	DD
	9.60
	0.00
	9.60
	0.00

	01.02.2022
	HMRC
	VAT Repayment (1&2/3 21/22)
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1977.28

	03.02.2022
	Npower
	Street Lighting 01.12 - 31.12.21
	DD
	232.91
	11.65
	244.56
	0.00

	03.02.2022
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 5 Britton Close
	200050
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	30.00

	04.02.2022
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	BACS
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	04.02.2022
	We Can Source It
	Heavy duty sacks x 6 boxes
	Debit Card
	91.00
	18.20
	109.20
	0.00

	22.02.2022
	E-On
	MUGA Electric Supply Jan
	DD
	50.83
	2.54
	53.37
	0.00

	24.02.2022
	Norfolk Citizens Advice
	S137 Donation
	BACS
	25.00
	0.00
	25.00
	0.00

	28.02.2022
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking February 2022
	BACS
	231.66
	0.00
	231.66
	0.00

	28.02.2022
	Clerk
	Salary February 2022
	BACS
	1,471.32
	0.00
	1,471.32
	0.00

	28.02.2022
	Clerk
	Expenses February 2022
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	28.02.2022
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax February 2022
	BACS
	243.54
	0.00
	243.54
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 18.01.2022
	BACS
	17.50
	0.00
	17.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	Mrs S D Porter
	Office Cleaning January
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Swan Project Youth Jan
	BACS
	52.50
	0.00
	52.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	Collective Community Planning
	N Plan Meeting January
	BACS
	250.00
	50.00
	300.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection January
	BACS
	34.14
	6.83
	40.97
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Feb
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr J Golding
	Chairman's Allowance 2021/22
	BACS
	120.00
	0.00
	120.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Fenland Leisure Products Ltd
	Warren Close Play Slide (CIL)
	BACS
	2,600.00
	520.00
	3,120.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Fenland Leisure Products Ltd
	Warren Close Play Area Repairs
	BACS
	7,686.32
	1,537.26
	9,223.58
	0.00

	To be paid
	Fenland Leisure Products Ltd
	Stone Close Play Area Repairs
	BACS
	6,942.82
	1,388.56
	8,331.38
	0.00

	To be paid
	Fenland Leisure Products Ltd
	Rec Ground Play Area Repairs
	BACS
	2,598.32
	519.66
	3,117.98
	0.00

	To be paid
	Fenland Leisure Products Ltd
	Warren Close Play Area Repairs
	BACS
	1,617.00
	323.40
	1,940.40
	0.00

	To be paid
	A1 Signs & Engraving Ltd
	Council sign & 2 x Dog Signs
	BACS
	70.00
	14.00
	84.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr J Golding
	Paint Community Payback
	BACS
	29.98
	5.99
	35.97
	0.00

	To be paid
	Collective Community Planning
	N Plan Info, Draft, Meetings
	BACS
	4,750.00
	950.00
	,5700.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Collective Community Planning
	N Plan Meeting
	BACS
	250.00
	50.00
	300.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Office Rent Jan-Mar 2022
	BACS
	75.00
	0.00
	75.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Zoom Video Comms Ltd
	Neighbour Plan subscription
	Debit Card
	83.93
	16.79
	100.72
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Mar
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	Totals this month
	31,942.46
	5,482.87
	37,425.33
	2,007.28



Proposed – Cllr Bellamy					Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

	That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule and the receipts are noted.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

18.7/22 Pre-approval to pay March invoices prior to next Council Meeting
The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the Council was in April 2022 and invoices received between now and then would need to be paid in this financial year.  The Clerk confirmed that she would circulate a list to Councillors towards the end of March of all payments to be made in order that Councillors could approve them in principle.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon				Seconded – Cllr Davidson

That the Clerk circulates a list of invoices received in March 2022 to Councillors and is given delegated powers to pay them in this financial year.

All in favour

19/22	Correspondence
19.1/22 For Action/Information
19.1.1/22 CPRE - Community Planning Alliance campaign to log ‘grassroots’ map
The Clerk had received an email from CPRE asking that land belonging to the Council be placed on a grassroots map to protect it from possible future development.  This had been circulated prior to the agenda.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed for the Clerk to log all the Council owned land on the Community Planning Alliance grassroots map.

19.2/22 Late Correspondence
19.2.1/22 Norfolk Resilience Forum - Community Resilience support
The Clerk had received an email from the Norfolk Resilience Forum and this had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, read the correspondence.
In summary, the NRF was a multi-agency group made up of emergency services, local authorities and other agencies working together to ensure risks and emergencies were planned and coordinated.

Cllr Rockcliffe reported that the BCKL&WN and Norfolk County Council already had emergency/resilience policies in place.

Councillors agreed for the Clerk to contact the Norfolk Resilience Forum for further information as it might be useful to the Parish Council.

20/22	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
20.1/22 Byelaws and use of open spaces
20.1.1/22 Public Right of Way, Watlington Footpath 5 Action Plan update
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the two steel storage containers had been relocated to the gable end of the Village Hall on 31st January 2022.

The Clerk had received concerns from a member of public that unwanted vehicles could now access the Glebe Field due to the containers being relocated.

A long discussion took place.  It was suggested that a large log could be placed at the entrance.  However, Cllr Rockcliffe confirmed that this would require a large forklift truck to position it.

Cllr Rockcliffe agreed to supply steel posts and a chain for placing across the open access.  Cllr Bellamy agreed to supply reflective tape for the chain.  Both Councillors were given a vote of thanks for this.

20.1.1.1/22 Quotations for skip hire
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Parish Council was now required to clear and level the Public Right of Way (PRoW), Watlington Footpath 5.  The East of Ouse Internal Drainage Board would be carrying out the levelling, as approved by the Council in November 2021, but excess brambles and rubble would need to be skipped.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that the Community Payback Team would be able to transfer the foliage and rubble into the skip when this was hired.

The Clerk had sought quotations for 8yd skips but due to rubble being placed in them, no companies could supply this size skip due to weight limits.  The quotations received were as follows:

AMA Waste		No response
Baco Compak		6yd skip concrete only			£231.00 + £46.20 (total £277.20)
Baco Compak		6yd skip mixed general waste		£249.48 + £49.90 (total £299.38)
Skippy Skip Hire		4yd skip concrete only			£125.00 + £25.00 (total £150.00)
Skippy Skip Hire		4yd skip mixed general waste		£140.00 + £28.00 (total £168.00)

Councillors felt that due to the amount of waste, a 6yd skip would be required.  It was agreed for the Clerk to contact Skippy Skips to investigate whether they could supply this size.

Cllr Burry suggested contacting Grays Skips on 01553 349237 for a quotation.  The Clerk would do this.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council approves the hire of a 6yd skip up to a maximum cost of £275.00.

All in favour

20.1.1.2/22 Football Club’s goal posts
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Watlington Football Club had relocated the goal posts from the surface of the PRoW, to the opposite side of the Glebe Field on Monday, 28th February 2022.
	Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That the Council approves Watlington Football Club relocating their goal posts to the opposite side of the Glebe Field in order to eradicate the obstruction of the Public Right of Way, Watlington Footpath 5.

All in favour

20.1.2/22 Sports Pavilion Working Party report
A copy of the Sports Pavilion Working Party report had been circulated with the agenda (available for public inspection by application to the Clerk).  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, read the report.

20.1.2.1/22 Recommendations and financial requests
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a meeting of the Working Party had taken place on Wednesday, 26th January 2022.  Since that meeting, mock plans had been drafted for a Pavilion on the Recreation Field.

A long discussion took place.

The following concerns were raised by Councillors:
· The conifer hedge should not be removed, particularly for its climate and environmental benefits
· The pavilion could instead be sited alongside the roadside hedge
· The electrical trenched supply should not be rerouted to accommodate the proposed pavilion
· The proposed serving hatch at the rear of the building was unnecessary
· The footprint of the structure was huge and needed to be reduced by 50%
· The pavilion appeared to be intended largely for the Football Club
· The Football Club did not appear to be doing any fundraising for this project
· Maintenance and services of the building would be high and needed to be considered

Members of the Working Party responded with the following:
· If the hedge was removed, this could be replaced with a less dense hedge
· If the pavilion was sited alongside the roadside hedge, the football pitch sizes would be compromised
· The electrical trench would need to be rerouted to accommodate up to three metres of land
· The proposed serving hatch at the rear of the building would be discussed with the Agent
· The mock structure was large and would be considered by the Agent
· The pavilion would primarily be used by the Football Club, but other sporting clubs, societies and private groups would also be given access to its facilities
· The Football Club would be invited to help fundraise for this project
· The maintenance was likely to be carried out by a caretaker position and hire charges would take these and service charges into consideration

20.1.2.2/22 Appointment of Agent
The Working Party reported that this project could not be taken forward until the Agent was appointed.  Councillors agreed to proceed with the official plans.

	Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Smith

That Mr John Stephenson is contracted as the Council’s Agent to draw up plans for a sports pavilion at a cost of £1,000.00.

For – 9			Against – 1			Abstentions – 0

20.1.2.3/22 BCKL&WN planning fees
The Working Party reported that when the plans had been drawn up and approved by the Council, they would then need to be submitted to the BCKL&WN for planning permission.

	Proposed – Cllr Bellamy					Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the BCKL&WN planning application fees [currently £462.00 (50% of £924.00)] are approved, subject to the Full Council’s agreement of the Agent’s final drawings.

For – 7			Against – 3			Abstentions – 0

20.1.2.4/22 Permissible fees
The Clerk reported that when the plans had been drawn up and approved by the BCKL&WN, report fees, Building Regulation fees, legal fees, construction fees, service connection fees and other associated costs for this project would need to be considered.  The Council had precepted £4,400 for the initial legal fees.   This was noted.

20.1.2.5/22 Adjoining public convenience
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, suggested that an adjoining accessible public convenience building at one end of the pavilion might be a good idea for visitors to the area.  A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that public toilets were regularly used for the wrong reasons, were prone to constant vandalism and would need to be cleaned on a daily basis.

A show of hands took place and the results were as follows:
For – 1			Against – 9			Abstentions – 0

This item was therefore not carried.

20.2/22 Environment
20.2.1/22 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) Working Group report
Cllr Culy and Cllr Sheldon had previously circulated a written report on the existing TPO’s in the village and recommendations for potential TPO’s.  Cllr Burry had also taken photographs of the oak tree in Fairfield Lane and circulated these prior to the meeting.

A short discussion took place and it was agreed for the Clerk to submit a TPO application to the BCKL&WN for the following trees:
· Oak tree in the centre of the Millennium Green.
· Oak tree at the far end of the Glebe Field.
· Oak tree in Fairfield Lane.

It was noted that some of the trees which had TPO’s registered on them, were no longer in existence.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 8.20pm for an interim break and resumed the meeting at 8.25pm.

20.2.2/22 Woodland Trust donation of trees
Cllr Sheldon reported that the 400+ trees would be planted in April 2022, the majority of which would be planted on the Martingales Green.  It was noted that there were several gaps in the hedging around the Recreation Field where trees could be placed.

20.2.3/22 Bird houses throughout the village
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Community Payback Team had expressed an interest in building and hanging bird houses and setting up wooded conservation areas around the village.  Councillors felt this was a nice idea but noted that nails should not be impaled into trees.  It was felt that bat boxes and bee houses would also be very welcome.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would advise the Community Payback Team accordingly.

20.2.4/22 Keep Britain Tidy Great British Clean
The Clerk had circulated details of the Keep Britain Tidy Great British Clean event being held Friday, 25th March 2022 to Sunday, 10th April 2022 prior to the agenda.  The Clerk reported that Cllr Berliner had placed a post on the village Facebook page asking for volunteers but to her knowledge, none had come forward.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that she would get the Community Payback Team to carry out litter picking throughout the village, excluding those on public highways due to health and safety.

The Clerk would contact the BCKL&WN for a litter picking kit and confirm a date for collection of the waste.

20.3/22 Play areas
20.3.1/22 Request from member of public to donate money for a memorial bench
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a pecuniary interest in this item as it related to a direct request from her.

The Clerk had received a request from Mrs Golding to donate funds to the Council for the purchase of a picnic bench to be placed on the Warren Close Play Area in memory of her son, who had recently passed away.  The specific location would be decided when the bench had been received.  Mrs Golding would purchase and supply the memorial plaque herself.

	Proposed – Cllr Smith					Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Council agrees for Mrs J Golding to donate funds to the Council for the purchase of a picnic bench to be placed in the Warren Close Play Area in memory of her son.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

20.3.2/22 Request from the WI and Gossip magazine to donate money for a picnic bench
The Clerk had received a request from the WI and Gossip magazine to donate funds to the Council for the purchase of a picnic bench to be placed on the Martingales Green to commemorate the WI.  The specific location would be decided when the bench had been received.  The WI would purchase and supply the memorial plaque themselves.

	Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That the Council agrees for the WI and Gossip magazine to donate funds to the Council for the purchase of a picnic bench to be placed on the Martingales Green to commemorate the WI.

All in favour

20.3.3/22 Quotations for picnic benches
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a pecuniary interest in this item as one of the quotations had been received from the place of work of her son.

The Clerk had obtained quotations for picnic benches and anchor kits as follows:

British Recycled Plastic 4-seater rainbow	£420.20 each + anchor kit + £100 shipping + VAT
[bookmark: _Hlk97901216]NBB Recycled Furniture 4-seater rainbow	£455.00 each + £37.25 anchor kit + free shipping + VAT
NBB Recycled Furniture 6-seater rainbow	£650.00 each + £37.25 anchor kit + free shipping + VAT
NBB Recycled Furniture 4-seater black		£400.00 each + £37.25 anchor kit + free shipping + VAT
NBB Recycled Furniture 6-seater black		£530.00 each + £37.25 anchor kit + free shipping + VAT
Norfolk Leisure 6-seater black			£349.99 each + anchor kit + free shipping + VAT

The Clerk reported that the Council had approved the disbursement of £1,750.00 + £350.00 VAT (total £2,100.00) at the November meeting for 2 x 6-seater rainbow benches and this would need to be rescinded if the Council wished to alter that resolution.

It was noted that the cost received from Norfolk Leisure was their trade price, thus saving the Council money.  The cost of their anchor kits was unknown.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that although the rainbow-coloured benches were very nice, it was far more economical to purchase 4 x 6-seater black benches at a lower cost than that for 2 rainbow-coloured ones.  It was agreed that two of the picnic benches would be placed on the Recreation Field, one of which would be dedicated to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

	Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the resolution of Council on 30th November 2021 in relation to Agenda Item number 120/21.6, Picnic Tables for the Recreation Field, be rescinded to move an alternative motion.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

	Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves the purchase of 4 x 6-seater picnic benches from Norfolk Leisure at a cost of £1,399.96 + £279.99 VAT (total £1,679.95) + 4 x anchor kits + VAT.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would seek the costs for the anchor kits prior to payment being made for the benches.

The Clerk would seek the cost of a Platinum Jubilee commemorative plaque from A1 Signs & Engraving.

20.3.4/22 Play area repairs by Online Playgrounds
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that all repairs had been completed by Online Playgrounds and the work had been done to a very high standard.  One item had not been carried out (a shackle for a swing) but this had not been charged by Online Playgrounds.

It was agreed that inspections of the play areas could be carried out on a monthly basis instead of fortnightly, as the risk to all equipment was now minimal due to the extensive repairs carried out.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the new slide had been installed incorrectly by the Community Payback Team and a puddle of water was accumulating at the bottom of the slide.  The supervisor of the Community Payback Team would be looking into this and attempting to resolve the issue.

21/22	Community Matters
	21.1/22	Neighbourhood Plan (Localism Act 2011, Schedule 9 Neighbourhood Planning)
The Neighbourhood Plan progress report had been circulated prior to the meeting as follows:
The Steering Group has now received and reviewed the first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan.  A second review meeting has been organised with Collective Community Planning (CCP), Planning Consultants, for Thursday, 10th March 2022.  Post this meeting, a draft copy of the Neighbourhood Plan will be issued to the Parish Council.

	21.1.1/22	Collective Community Planning Presentation
On Tuesday, 22nd March 2022 at 6.00pm a virtual presentation of The Plan would be given by CCP to the Parish Council via Zoom.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, advised Councillors that it was extremely important for them to attend.
The Clerk would send the link to Councillors a few days prior to the meeting. 

21.2/22 Village Hall
Cllr Burry reported that a new bar fridge had been received and most of the repair works throughout the building had now been completed.  The tiled corridor flooring was lifting in places and quotations were being sought for these to be removed and replaced with safety flooring to match the existing.  Quotations were also being sought for LED conversion of the internal lighting and security lighting for external areas of the Village Hall.

21.2.1/22 CCTV add-ons
Cllr Burry reported that meetings with the Clerk and CCTV operators were taking place to establish add-ons for both the Parish Council and Village Hall.  These were ongoing.

21.3/22 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and Cllr Bellamy had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that warning letters had been issued to several tenants in November 2021.  Most had tidied up their plots but one tenant had still not addressed any of the issues raised and he had until the end of March 2022 to comply.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, agreed to inspect all plots at the end of March 2022 and if no work had been undertaken on the plot that had received a warning, the Clerk would issue a contract termination letter.

21.4/22 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the numbers had increased over the past few weeks on the Community Payback Team and various village jobs were being undertaken.

Cllr Bellamy reported that a large concrete block had appeared on the Warren Close Play Area.  For health and safety reasons, Cllr Bellamy agreed to move it to a safer location within that area.

21.5/22 SAM2 Data
Cllr Culy had been unable to download any data since the last meeting.

21.6/22 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Weekend 2nd–5th June 2022 – Picnic in the Park
21.6.1/22 Commemorative Gifts
[bookmark: _Hlk83999818]The Clerk had sought quotations from various sources for a wide variety of commemorative gifts, ranging from £1.50 to £7.50 per item.  The items investigated had been mugs, tote bags, teaspoons, wildflower seeds, pens, money boxes, towels, embroidered book marks, coasters, cushion covers and glasses.  The Royal British Legion also had lamp post signs, bunting and a large flag which could be purchased to help their charity cause.

A short discussion took place and it was unknown whether the schools in the village were providing their students with gifts.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would investigate this and confirm the school children numbers.

Cllr Burry reported that the Church was holding a Flower Festival that weekend.  Cllr Rockcliffe confirmed that he could provide greenery for arrangements.  Cllr Sheldon agreed to produce an arrangement on behalf of the Parish Council and she was given a vote of thanks for doing this.

The Clerk enquired whether the Parish Council wished to purchase a large flag from the Royal British Legion at a cost of £15.99.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, would investigate whether other organisations in the village would be purchasing one prior to the Council agreeing to buy one.

Cllr Burry reported that the bunting being made by the WI would now be on a reduced scale.  This was noted.

21.7/22 Village Fete
21.7.1/22 Request from the Fete Committee to hold the event on the Recreation Field and Glebe Field
Cllr Burry had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Clerk had received an email from the Watlington Village Fete Committee requesting permission for the Village Fete to be held on both the Recreation Field and Glebe Field on Saturday, 11th June 2022.

Cllr Sheldon confirmed that many stalls and activities had confirmed their bookings this year and would not fit onto the Recreation Field alone.

A short discussion took place.  Cllr Davidson raised concerns about the parking issues for users of the Village Hall had arisen the previous year.  Cllr Burry confirmed that there would be wardens monitoring this.

	Proposed – Cllr Bellamy					Seconded – Cllr Davidson

That the Council permits the Watlington Village Fete to be held on the Recreation Field and Glebe Field on Saturday, 11th June 2022 and to suspend the Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) for the duration of the event.

For – 9			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

Cllr Burry enquired whether the Council would consider purchasing commemorative mugs for those taking part in activities at the fete.  Cllr Burry would investigate how many mugs would be required and report this to the Clerk in order for this to be placed on the next agenda for approval.

21.8/22 Council office security
Cllr Burry reported that she was currently seeking quotations for Council office security options and would report back to the Council when three quotations had been received.

22/22	Highways and Transport Matters
22.1/22 Highways updates
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the scheme for the double yellow lines in John Davis Way had now been issued to County Hall by the Highways Engineer, Mr A Wallace.

Cllr Sheldon reported that Highways had recently reinstalled the knee-high fencing outside 40 Station Road, but it had again been knocked down or removed for the third time, leaving dangerously large holes in the grass which were a hazard for pedestrians.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to contact the Highways Engineer asking for the fencing to be reinstated and secured with concrete.  It was suggested that the cost for this continual activity should be invoiced to the proprietor.

22.2/22 Parish Partnership Scheme 2021/2022
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

22.3/22 Parish Partnership Scheme 2022/2023 – bids submitted
The Clerk reported that the bids had not yet been awarded by Norfolk County Council and would be announced mid/end March 2022.
	
23/22	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
23.1/22 Planning applications
23.1.1/22	22/00121/F – 59 John Davis Way – Single-storey rear garden room extension to semi-detached house – comments by 7th March 2022
No objections.


13. 
14. 
15. 
15.1. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19.1. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
23.1. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
27.1. 
23.2/22 Planning decisions
23.2.1/22	21/02113/F – The Old Manor House, 5 Church Road – Conversion of Garage to Annexe (amended)
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

	23.3/22 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
	No late planning applications or notices of decision had been received from the BCKL&WN.


28. 
29. 
30. 
30.1. 
23.4/22 Other Planning matters
21/00510/BOC – Land N of 57 And 67 Fen Road – Alleged breach of condition.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had referred this case to Borough Cllr Bhondi for further investigation.

31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
34.1. 
24/22	Councillor issues and village matters
Fendley Close
Cllr Jordan reported that some residents in Fendley Close had not been happy about the private road signs being ordered to be removed by the Parish Council and that parents should not be waiting in their road to pick up school children.  Subsequently, Cllr Jordan had intervened an aggressive conversation, which some of the residents had held with an elderly lady who was picking up her grandchildren, and they had then followed him home to intimidate him.  His child had also been accused of scratching one of the cars.  However, following these incidents, Cllr Jordan had spoken with those residents and the conflict had been resolved.

Cllr Jordan was advised to contact the police if any such incidents like this occurred again in the future.

It was noted that Fendley Close was an unadopted road, not a private road, and that Persimmon Homes was the landowner, not the residents themselves.  The Highways Engineer had previously confirmed that unadopted roads may be a highway over which all people have a right to pass and repass (a public highway which is privately maintained), or a private road over which some people have a private right of access either by right of ownership, agreement, grant or long usage.  Whilst a frontager to a highway has a right of access to a highway, an owner of land adjacent to a private road does not have an automatic right of access to it.  Residents often think that as they own and pay for the upkeep of their unadopted street they have a right to obstruct it as they choose, e.g. by putting a gate across the road.  However, it is just as much an offence to obstruct an unadopted highway as any other highway.  There is no automatic right to park on any road, whether or not it is a highway.  On adopted highways, the highway authority and the police generally tolerate parking.  On unadopted highways, waiting incidental to the use of the highway may be permitted, but long-term parking or vehicle storage may be a trespass against the owner of the road.

Recreation Ground Tots Area
Cllr Bellamy reported that parents had recently asked him whether the Council would consider placing a small see-saw in the Tots Area.

The Clerk would investigate costs and report back at the next meeting.

BT Phone Kiosk
Cllr Burry reported that a resident in Mill Road, who kept the books in the kiosk tidy, had suggested that as many of the books had been there a long time, they could be removed to make room for new ones.

A short discussion took place and it was agreed for these to be distributed to the Church, charity shops and other interested groups.  Cllr Burry would liaise with the resident and organise this.

Community stall during Covid crisis
Cllr Davidson reported that cash donations had been made during the coronavirus crisis and there were funds remaining.

It was agreed for this money to be donated to the Medical Centre for a defibrillator cabinet.  Cllr Davidson would present this to them on behalf of the Council.

Recreation Ground Fencing
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that parts of the fencing around the perimeter of the Recreation Ground were missing and would need to be replaced prior to trees being planted in the gaps.  Mr K Painter had verbally confirmed the price for this job would be £175.00.

The Clerk would add this to the next agenda for formal approval.

25/22	Meeting date
25.1/22 Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council would be held on Tuesday, 5th April 2022 following the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

Mrs Harding left the Council Chamber at 9.47pm.

26/22	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	26.1/22 Edward Shouldham Charity Land
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

	26.2/22 Clerk matters
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

	26.3/22 Litter Picker matters
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

	26.4/22 Grounds Maintenance Contract 2022/2024
See Confidential Report.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Burry

That the Grounds Maintenance Contract is awarded to Holly Landscapes for a three-year term commencing 1st March 2022 until 28th February 2024 at a cost of £11,670.00 + £2,334.00 VAT (total £14,004.00), with any additional works charged accordingly at price per application as detailed in their schedule.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 10.00pm.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.00pm.
