WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held Tuesday, 26th July 2022 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr J Bellamy
								Cllr M Berliner
								Cllr E Burry
								Cllr A Culy
								Cllr R Rockcliffe
								Cllr S Sheldon
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
Neighbourhood Planning	Mrs P Harding
			Member(s) of Public		0

75/22	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr M Jordan (work commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

Cllr R Davidson did not attend the meeting.

76/22	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
Cllr Rockcliffe declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 82.1.3/22, Planning Applications, as he was the landowner of the planning application for 21/02421/FM (Land East of 2 Thieves Bridge Road).

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Personal Interest in Items 87.3/22 and 87.3.1/22, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

Cllr Bellamy declared a Personal Interest in Items 87.3/22 and 87.3.1/22, Allotments, as he was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

There were no requests for dispensation.

77/22	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 21st June 2022 (items 59/22-74/22) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

78/22	Rescission of prior resolution

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Berliner

That the resolution made at the Full Council Meeting of Tuesday, 21st June 2022, Item 70.3.1, ‘That the tenant of Plot 3, Paige Close allotment site, surrenders one half of their plot with immediate effect, and that the retained half plot is brought up to a good standard by the end of September 2022, with an invoice for six months’ rent being issued’ be rescinded.

All in favour
79/22	Updates regarding ongoing matters
79.1/22 Hedge strimmer repairs
Cllr Rockcliffe reported that he had not yet attempted to repair the hedge strimmer but would report to the Council when this had been actioned.

The Clerk would remove this item from the agenda.

80/22	Update regarding the Casual Vacancy following the resignation of Cllr Smith
The Clerk reported that the BCKL&WN had confirmed that no election requests had been made and the vacancy had now been advertised to be filled by co-option.  To date, no applications had been received.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.09pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

	Public Participation
Mrs Harding enquired about the newly constructed footpath from the Warren Close Play Area to the Medical Centre.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the footpath was in breach of the planning permission and an enforcement notice had been issued to the developer by the BCKL&WN.  This matter was ongoing.

Mrs Harding further enquired about the possibility of the Council providing her with the SAM2 vehicle movements in Thieves Bridge Road.  She was concerned that this main route into the village was not gritted by Norfolk County Council and wished to get an idea of the number of vehicles using this road.

Cllr Culy would provide her with statistics once the SAM2 sign had been placed in this location.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.15pm.

81/22	Finances and Clerks Report
81.1/22 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, period ending June 2022, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2022) Page 12 of 13
June 2022
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,683.35
	137,728.37
	
	Bank Statement 01.06.2022
	1,683.35
	
	Bank Statement 01.06.2022
	137,728.37

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	139,411.72
	
	Receipts
	7,715.32
	
	Receipts
	9.65  

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 8,329.46
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 7,500.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.06.2022
	1,069.21
	
	Bank Statement 30.06.2022
	130,238.02

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	1,683.35
	137,728.37
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	139,411.72
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	7,715.32
	9.65 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 8,329.46
	- 7,500.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	1,069.21
	130,238.02
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	131,307.23
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	1,069.21
	130,238.02
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	131,307.23
	
	Closing Balance
	1,069.21
	
	Closing Balance
	130,238.02

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	131,307.23

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	26,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                  530.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	8,342.27
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	15,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	208.91
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	400.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy (CIL Match Funding Grant (Martingales Fencing)
	2,109.98
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,723.35
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	3,255.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	131,307.23
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	73,569.51
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	73,569.51
	Remaining Available Precept
	57,737.72



81.2/22 Installation of litter bin, Environment Agency car park
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that County Cllr Long had been in touch with the Clerk to enquire whether the Council would consider purchasing a litter bin in the Environment Agency (EA) car park of the Great Ouse and Relief Channel.  Cllr Long had already sought permission from the EA and confirmed that the BCKL&WN would carry out the emptying of it free of charge.

A short discussion took place and Councillors noted that the BCKLWN tended only to empty litter bins free of charge if they were wheelie bins.  It was felt that if a wheelie bin was to be purchased, it should be secured with a post and chain, and have a sign placed on it stating that it was a criminal offense to drop litter.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Burry

That the Council formally approves the purchase of a wheelie litter bin, post, chain and postcrete materials, to be placed in the Environment Agency (EA) car park of the Great Ouse and Relief Channel, at a maximum net cost of £200.00.

All in favour

The Clerk would seek guidance from Cllr Long regarding the type of litter bin to be purchased.

[bookmark: _Hlk106721357]81.2.1/22 Rapid Relief Team
The Clerk reported that at the previous Council meeting, Councillors had agreed to seek financial support from the Rapid Relief Team for a new 50L dog bin to replace the one at the end of Fairfield Lane, and/or a further picnic bench for the Martingales Green (with commemorative RRT plaque).  However, in light of the litter bin requested by County Cllr Long, the Clerk wondered if the Council would prefer to seek funding for a wheelie bin instead.

The Clerk had obtained quotations for a dog bin, litter bins and a picnic bench and these had been circulated with the agenda.  A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that the original requests should still stand.  It was agreed that installation materials and labour costs would be funded by the Parish Council if an item was approved by the RRT.  The items were:

KBS Depot 50L red dog bin	£236.00 + £47.20 VAT (total £283.20) Free delivery + materials
Kingdom Teak picnic bench	£399.00 + £79.80 VAT (total £478.80) + delivery + anchor kit

The Clerk would contact the Rapid Relief Team with the two suggestions.

81.3/22 Cable ties for A3 dog signage
The Clerk had sought quotations for packs of 50 cable ties for the purpose of securing the A3 correx dog signs to trees and these had been circulated with the agenda as follows:

Ebay (Bronx Electrical Distributors Ltd) stainless steel 300mm	£5.00 No VAT Free delivery
Ebay (Bronx Electrical Distributors Ltd) stainless steel 200mm	£4.50 No VAT Free delivery
Amazon stainless steel 200mm					£6.99 No VAT Free delivery over £20.00
Amazon heavy duty extra long nylon				£15.99 No VAT Free delivery over £20.00

Councillors agreed for the Clerk to purchase the 300mm stainless steel cable ties from Ebay.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council purchases a pack of 50 x 300mm stainless steel cable ties from Ebay (Bronx Electrical Distributors Ltd) at a cost of £5.00 with free delivery for the A3 correx dog signs.

All in favour
81.4/22 Annual insurance renewal
The Clerk had circulated details of the annual insurance renewal premium with BHIB Insurance due 1st August 2022 with the agenda.  The premium due was £1,138.28 (2021/2022 premium was £1,131.02 – LTA expires 2024).

	Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Culy

That the Council approves the annual insurance renewal with BHIB Insurance due 1st August 2022 at a premium of £1,138.28.

All in favour

81.5/22 Arboricultural survey and tree works
The Clerk had sought quotations for an arboricultural survey and tree works for the oak and willow trees on Langridge Circle and birch tree on the Martingales Green and these had been circulated with the agenda.  The survey was due July 2022 (valid 5 years – last survey carried out July 2017) under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and the Occupiers' Liability Act 1957.  The quotations were as follows:

Golden Tree Surgeons		£275.00 + £55.00 VAT (total £330.00)
Norfolk Trees			£300.00 + £60.00 VAT (total £360.00)
Tree Work and Surveys		£250.00 + £50.00 VAT (total £300.00)
Treelink Nofolk			Unqualified to carry out surveys

A lengthy discussion took place and Councillors felt that all Council owned trees should be inspected, not just the three as detailed.  It was felt that a general inspection and associated tree works would be sufficient, as opposed to professional tree surveys being carried out.

Cllr Burry and Cllr Sheldon agreed to inspect the Glebe Field.  The other Councillors would inspect all remaining Council owned sites, identity the trees, map the locations and report back to the Clerk in order that new quotations could be sought.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would also contact Treelink to investigate whether he could carry out general inspections and tree works.

81.6/22 Grants & Donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
81.6.1/22 Angel Field Millennium Trust
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Clerk reported that £1,000.00 had been precepted in the budget for the Angel Field Millennium Green Trust (AFMGT).
 
Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Burry

That £1,000.00 is granted to the Angel Field Millennium Green Trust under S137 to help with their ongoing costs for the ensuing year.

For – 7			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

The Clerk would issue a letter and complete a BACS payment to the Angel Field Millennium Green Trust for £1,000.00.

81.7/22 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and pending disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	27.06.2022
	Plot 3
	Paige Close Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	30.06.2022
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking Jun
	BACS
	247.00
	0.00
	247.00
	0.00

	30.06.2022
	Clerk
	Salary Jun
	BACS
	1,482.86
	0.00
	1,482.86
	0.00

	30.06.2022
	Clerk
	Expenses Jun
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	30.06.2022
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Jun
	BACS
	409.66
	0.00
	409.66
	0.00

	04.07.2022
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	BACS
	15.25
	0.00
	15.25
	0.00

	04.07.2022
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Loyalty Reward
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1.02

	05.07.2022
	Plot 21
	Paige Close Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	40.00

	13.07.2022
	Norfolk Accident Rescue Serv
	S137 Grant
	BACS
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	0.00

	13.07.2022
	Magpas Air Ambulance
	S137 Grant
	BACS
	50.00
	0.00
	50.00
	0.00

	14.07.2022
	Recipients x 2
	Jubilee Money Box x 3
	Cash
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	15.00

	14.07.2022
	Sports & Social Club
	Bowling Green Rent 2022/2023
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	5.00

	20.07.2022
	N Power
	Street Lighting June
	DD
	163.63
	8.18
	171.81
	0.00

	21.07.2022
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric June
	DD
	27.12
	1.36
	28.48
	0.00

	25.07.2022
	BT
	Office Phone Rental & Charges
	DD
	118.32
	23.66
	141.98
	0.00

	To be paid
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection June
	BACS
	56.31
	11.26
	67.57
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 21.06 & 24.06 (Pav)
	BACS
	29.50
	0.00
	29.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	Collective Community Planning
	Neighbourhood Plan
	BACS
	500.00
	100.00
	600.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Lighting Maintenance Jul
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance Jun
	BACS
	486.25
	97.25
	583.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Harrow, level & seed PRoW
	BACS
	600.00
	120.00
	720.00
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	22.07.2022
	Watlington Village Fete
	Donation
	100095
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	350.00

	To be paid
	BHIB Ltd
	Annual Council Insurance
	BACS
	1,138.28
	0.00
	1,138.28
	0.00

	Totals
	5,479.68
	380.81
	5,860.49
	451.02



Proposed – Cllr Bellamy					Seconded – Cllr Burry

	That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule and the receipts are noted.

All in favour

82/22	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
82.1/22 Planning applications
82.1.1/22	22/01073/F – 61 Mill Road – Single storey extension and alterations – comments by 13th July 2022
No objections.

82.1.2/22	22/01025/F – 5 Thomas Close – Two storey rear extension on existing two storey house – comments by 1st August 2022
Recommended object for the following reasons:
It is considered that due to the overall scale of the proposed extension and its location within the site, this would represent an over intensive form of development.

The proposal is therefore contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development and Housing.

The proposed extension, by reason of its height and imposing scale represents an undesirable and unneighbourly form of development and would have a detrimental effect on neighbouring occupiers by virtue of overshadowing and being overbearing in form.

The proposed development, if permitted, would create a precedent for similar proposals.
82.1.3/22	21/02421/FM – Land East of 2 Thieves Bridge Road – Proposed development of 40 dwellings and associated external works and access (amended plans) – comments by 3rd August 2022
Cllr Rockcliffe had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this application and left the Council Chamber at 7.53pm.

Recommended neutral for the following reasons:
The Parish Council reiterates all previous comments made regarding this application; the minor revised amendments made to the proposed application do not address most of those issues raised and the Council therefore cannot support this in its current form.

Cllr Rockcliffe returned to the Council Chamber at 7.57pm.


13. 
14. 
15. 
15.1. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19.1. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
23.1. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
27.1. 
82.2/22 Planning decisions
No notices of decision had been received from the BCKL&WN.

	82.3/22 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
No late planning applications and/or notices of decision had been received from the BCKL&WN.

28. 
29. 
30. 
30.1. 
82.4/22 Other Planning matters
82.4.1.		21/00510/BOC – Land N of 57 And 67 Fen Road – Breach of Planning Condition
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

83/22	Correspondence
83.1/22 For Action/Information
There was no correspondence for action/information.

83.2/22 Late Correspondence
There was no late correspondence for action/information.

84/22	Sports Pavilion Working Party report
A report from the Sports Pavilion Working Party had been circulated prior to the meeting as follows:

Plans are progressing through the system at the BCKL&WN.  Sport England automatically object when planning permission is sought for a building of any kind on a playing field.  This has now been resolved and they have withdrawn their objection.  It is hoped planning permission will be granted shortly.

[bookmark: _Hlk109638787]The Working Party met with Mr Ian Grange from the Football Foundation, Mr Tim Wall and Mr John Stephenson several weeks ago.  All agreed there is a desperate need for such a facility within Watlington, not only to support the Football Club, but to have a facility available for other organisations sporting or otherwise to use.  Mr Grange estimated the building costs of the proposed Pavilion to be in the region of £650,000.  It was therefore decided to seek other informal estimates at today’s costs from various sources.  These ranged from £380,000 to £650,000 (from building with no fitting to those completely fitted out).  This is far too costly given the Football Club and Parish Council resources.

It was decided to look at several types of building and construction.  A company in Hampshire constructs sports changing rooms in modular form, completely fitted out in the region of £200,000.  The Working Party is at present in discussion with them to draw up a building plan with all the facilities we need.
There are no charges for this service.  Funding for this type of construction could come from the likes of Sport England and the Football Foundation.

The Football Club asked whether we would consider asking the Diocese if the changing rooms could be sited on the Glebe Field instead of the Recreation Field, although there could be drainage and power issues on that site.

Working Party; Jean Golding (Chair), James Bellamy, Martin Berliner, Darren Hooker, Tony Leggett and Doug Parker
Cllr Burry enquired what lifespan modular buildings had.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed the lifespan was around 40-50 years plus.  Cllr Burry felt that the Football Club should start fundraising for this project and crowdfund as soon as possible.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that the Football Club would be doing this when the planning permission had been granted.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she and Mr Stephenson would be attending the September meeting of the BCKL&WN Planning Committee meeting.

85/22	Community Resilience Support Working Party report
Cllr Berliner reported that the Community Resilience Support Working Party had held a Zoom meeting and since contacted the BCKL&WN for technical advice and support.  The BCKL&WN officer had confirmed that the emergency plan should include railway, fire and flood risk assessments.  Members of the Working Party would be liaising with a local village that had suffered a fire incident to establish how they had dealt with such an incident.

A template had been provided by the BCKL&WN and this was currently being worked on by the Working Party.  The next meeting would be held via Zoom on Tuesday, 16th August 2022.

Cllr Sheldon informed the Council that their contact details would need to be published in the final Plan.  Councillors and the Clerk confirmed their approval of this.

86/22	Recreation Ground/Open Spaces
86.1/22 Byelaws and use of open spaces
86.1.1/22 Replacement noticeboard, Mill Road
The Clerk had circulated a photograph of the current noticeboard on the residential house in Mill Road with the agenda.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that no contact had been made by Carter’s Crates with a quotation to replace it, and the Clerk had instead contacted Mr Kevin Painter to enquire whether he could do this.

The Clerk confirmed that Mr Painter had today confirmed a verbal cost of £25.00 to construct a new noticeboard.  Councillors felt this was very reasonable.

Proposed – Cllr Culy					Seconded – Cllr Burry

	That the noticeboard on the residential house in Mill Road is replaced with a new board constructed with materials from a wooden crate by Mr K Painter at a cost of £25.00 No VAT.

For – 7			Against – 1			Abstentions – 0

86.1.2/22 Donation of Woodland Trust trees
The Clerk reported that the Woodland Trust would be donating 105 year-round colour trees in November 2022.  Cllr Rockcliffe had kindly agreed for the delivery of them to be his address and the Clerk would be liaising with Mrs D Smith nearer the time to have them planted on the Martingales Green.


86.1.3/22 Potential parking area on a plot of land in John Davis Way owned by Persimmon Homes
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Persimmon Homes had replied to her request regarding possible parking areas in the village.  Persimmon Homes had responded by enquiring whether the Parish Council wished to take over two parcels of land from them, the details of which had been circulated with the agenda.  These were a large area of waste land near Challis Close which had a main piped drainage dyke and could not be built on for access reasons, and a small area of land adjacent to 6 Fendley Close, which would serve no purpose for parking.

Cllr Sheldon felt that the large parcel of land being offered had already been purchased by a private landowner.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to investigate this.
A discussion took place and Councillors felt that the large area of land should not be transferred to the Council but the small area in Fendley Close should be.  The Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Golding, were opposed to this due to the antisocial issues in that area.  However, the majority of Councillors felt it would be more beneficial for the Parish Council to own the strip, as opposed to any of the residents being offered it.

Proposed – Cllr Bellamy				Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That Persimmon Homes transfers the small strip of land adjacent to 6 Fendley Close to the Parish Council, subject to them paying all legal fees.

For – 7			Against – 1			Abstentions – 0

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to contact Persimmon Homes regarding the transfer.

86.2/22 Environment
86.2.1/22 Tree Preservation Order (TPO) Working Group report
The Clerk reported that she had prepared the following TPO applications and submitted them to the BCKL&WN:
1. Oak tree in the centre of the Millennium Green, School Lane (Angel Field Millennium Green Trust land)
2. Oak tree at the far end of the Glebe Field, Adjacent to PRoW Watlington Footpath 5, Church Road (Diocese land)
3. Oak tree in Fairfield Lane (private land on a public right of way)

None of these trees stood on Parish Council owned land but the Council had felt that these significant trees had a high amenity value to the village and should be protected for the present and future generations to enjoy. 

The Clerk would report back to the Council when the BCKL&WN had responded to the applications.

86.3/22 Play areas
86.3.1/22 Schedule of nuts, bolts and caps missing from equipment
Cllr Rockcliffe had not yet managed to inspect all the play areas.  This would be carried out shortly.

87/22	Community Matters
	87.1/22	Neighbourhood Plan (Localism Act 2011, Schedule 9 Neighbourhood Planning)
Cllr Berliner reported that the draft Plan was still being considered by the BCKL&WN and the application for a grant to Locality had been approved for £7,020.00, which was excellent news.

87.2/22 Village Hall
Cllr Burry reported that during the school holidays, there would be extensive works taking place throughout the building.  The Council office door locking system was not secure and would be repaired shortly by a member of the Committee.
The idea of a pedestrian gate onto the Glebe Field had been considered by the Village Hall Management Committee at a recent meeting but due to the costs being in the region of £2,000.00, the Committee had agreed to dismiss this proposal, particularly when the current maintenance gate was already sufficient for pedestrian and vehicular access.

87.3/22 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and Cllr Bellamy had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the tenant of Plot 3 had laid weed suppressant and gravel on his plot to reduce the weeds.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had told him that hardstanding was not permitted and he had confirmed that this would be reduced and cultivated over time.

87.3.1/22 Allotment procedures, policies and tenancy agreements
The Clerk had updated the current allotment procedures and agreements and these had been circulated with the agenda.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that the procedures needed to be tightened up.

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Sheldon

That every allotment holder on both the Paige Close and Britton Close sites are given 2 months’ notice that the new Agreement, updated Terms and Conditions and appeal procedures will become enforceable in November 2022.

For – 6			Against – 0			Abstentions – 2 (Declared Interests)

The Clerk reported that this was a working document and revisions could be made.

The Clerk would prepare the documents and issue them to tenants giving 60 days notice.

87.4/22 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the return of the Community Payback Team (CPT) had been delayed until September 2022, at which stage they would then be coming on a weekly basis.  There were many overgrown hedges and footpaths in the village that would need attending to at that time.

87.4.1/22 Fairfield Lane skip hire
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Fairfield Lane dyke needed clearing and a skip, hippo bag or truck would be required for the waste collection.  The Clerk would obtain quotations and report back at the next meeting.

It was noted that a skip should only be hired if the Council had some form of guarantee that the CPT attendees would be a substantial number.

Cllr Sheldon reported that the Station Road beds required trimming back, as she had received a complaint from the adjacent proprietor.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would add this job to the list, and include the cutting of the nettles at the Fairfield Lane noticeboard.

87.5/22 SAM2 Data
87.5.1/22 Traffic calming
Cllr Culy enquired whether the Council wished to consider inviting school children to produce a poster for traffic calming, with a financial gift for the top three entries, subject to Highways approving the siting of the posters and locations.  Cllr Culy confirmed that he would manage the project by engaging with the school in September 2022.

Councillors agreed that this would be a good idea.

Proposed – Cllr Sheldon				Seconded – Cllr Burry

That the Council engages a traffic calming campaign by inviting the school children to make a poster and that the candidates of the best three drawings are given up to £50.00 each.

All in favour

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, confirmed that The Gossip may be able to fund the financial prizes.  She would take this to the Committee for consideration.

87.6/22 Littering and antisocial behaviour
Cllr Berliner felt that littering posters produced by the school children could be a future campaign of the Council.  This was noted and agreed.

Cllr Berliner reported that he was continually engaging with the BCKL&WN and police regarding littering and antisocial behaviour in the village.

Cllr Berliner had recently reported the damaged bridge at the River to the Environment Agency and they had fixed it.  It was noted that the Environment Agency was the responsible authority for antisocial behaviour at the River, although their input tended to be minimal.  The police had been notified by the adjacent concerned residents of the recent incidents in that area.

[bookmark: _Hlk83999818]87.7 Council office
87.7.1/22 Quotations for Council office/Village Hall security
Cllr Burry reported that Iceni Security Solutions had confirmed that they would not be able to fulfil their contract as they were too busy.

Cllr Burry had therefore contacted AMR Fire & Security, the second choice company of the Council, which had quoted £1,599.16 + £319.83 (total £1,918.99) to carry out the work for the Council office and Village Hall security.  Since the quotation in April 2022, the costs had increased and would be as follows:

Council cost		£1,401.29 + £280.26 VAT (total £1,681.55).
Village Hall cost		£352.57 + £70.51 VAT (total £423.08).

The costs for the Council office included an internal intercom monitor, camera at the front door and CCTV camera overlooking the Glebe Field.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves AMR Fire & Security to install an intercom monitor, camera at the Council office door and CCTV camera overlooking the Glebe Field at a cost of £1,401.29 + £280.26 VAT (total £1,681.55).

All in favour

Cllr Burry would arrange for the work to take place as soon as possible and enquire about training on the Hikvision system.

88/22	Parish Partnership Scheme 2023/2024
The Clerk had circulated details from Norfolk County Council regarding the Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS) 2023/2024 with the agenda.  Councillors were asked to consider projects.


89/22	Highways and Transport Matters
89.1/22 Highways updates
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the weeds in the gutters were very high around the village.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that someone had been driving around recently spraying them all.

Cllr Berliner reported that a further vehicle was parking on the grass verge by the BT kiosk.  This was noted and would be monitored.

89.2/22 Parish Partnership Scheme 2022/2023
There was nothing to report to the meeting.


31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
34.1. 
90/22	Councillor issues and village matters
Station shelter
Cllr Sheldon reported that one of the shelters at the Station was in an appalling condition.  It was agreed for her to contact Network Rail and Greater Anglia as a concerned passenger.

Stolen memorial plaque
Cllr Sheldon raised concern that the Chairman’s plaque on the Warren Close Play Area picnic bench, in memory of her late son, had been stolen.  Councillors and the Clerk agreed to fund this and Cllr Burry agreed to order a new one.

Overgrown hedge
Cllr Burry reported that the hedge of 52 John Davis Way was overgrown and completely obscuring the pavement.  The Clerk would send a letter to the proprietors.

A10/Thieves Bridge Road junction accident
Cllr Burry reported that there had been a nasty accident on the A10, which had left a car overturned pulling out of Thieves Bridge Road, and people on Facebook had complained about this junction.  This was noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk111115024]Fencing on Station Road
Cllr Burry reported that the length of fencing on Station Road, which had been knocked down on more than one occasion by delivery drivers, needed to be replaced.  It was noted that this was the responsibility of Norfolk County Council Highways but because they had replaced this several times, they would no longer be doing so.  The Council felt that the fencing should be replaced and secured with some form of heavy duty anchoring underground.

The Clerk agreed to contact Mr K Painter to enquire whether he could replace it and Cllr Burry agreed to meet him on site to ascertain the work and costs involved.  The Clerk would then add this item to the next agenda for approval.

Trod to Magdalen
Cllr Burry reported that the trod to Magdalen, by the Station, had collapsed.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that Highways was aware of this.

Drop down posts on the green at the rear of the Village Hall
Cllr Burry reported that the Village Hall Management Committee had agreed to place eight drop down posts on the green at the rear of the Village Hall to alleviate vehicles parking and turning on that area.  This was noted.

Raised kerbstones at the Angel
Cllr Rockcliffe reported that some of the kerbstones by the Angel car park were raised.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would report this to the Highways Engineer, Mr A Wallace.

Cllr Bellamy reported that a bollard was also missing on the car park, although this was the responsibility of the Angel pub.

Planter flowers
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the flowers in the Council planter had died during the hot weather.  Cllr Burry reported that she had volunteered to do the watering, but due to the severe heat during the past few weeks, she had not been able to keep the flowers alive.  Other councillors had said they would help with the watering but this hadn’t transpired.

It was agreed for new flowers to be planted in the late summer.  The Clerk would add this to the next agenda for approval of the purchase.

It was noted that the WI had a rota to water their planter and the Council should adopt a similar system.

91/22	Meeting date
91.1/22 Date and time of the next meeting
The next Council Meeting would be held on Tuesday, 6th September 2022 at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

Mrs Harding left the Council chamber at 9.42pm.


92/22	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	92.1/22 Edward Shouldham Charity Land
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

	92.2/22 Clerk matters
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

	92.3/22 Litter Picker matters
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

	92.4/22 Chairman matters
See Confidential Report.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 9.45pm.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.45pm.

