WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held Tuesday, 14th October 2023 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr J Bellamy
								Cllr M Berliner
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		0


131/23	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr E Burry (holiday) and Borough Cllr J Bhondi (Covid positive).

The apologies were accepted.

Cllr R Rockcliffe did not attend the meeting.

132/23	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
[bookmark: _Hlk125719557]The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 135.8/23, Bills for Payment, as this related to a direct financial imbursement to her and a Personal Interest in Item 146.1/23, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

Cllr Bellamy declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 135.8/23, Bills for Payment, as this related to a direct financial imbursement to him and a Personal Interest in Item 146.1/23, Allotments, as he was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

133/23	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Bellamy				Seconded – Cllr Berliner

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 5th September 2023 (items 114/23-130/23) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.05pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

	Public Participation
	No members of public were present at the meeting.
	
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.05pm.


134/23	Rescission of Resolution by Chairman (Tree trimming)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the following resolution made at the Full Council Meeting of Tuesday, 25th July 2023, Item 102.3/23, be rescinded; ‘‘That the Council contracts Treelink to trim the two Silver Birch trees on Meadows Green at a maximum net cost of £200.00’.

All in favour

This matter was to be considered under confidentiality.

135/23	Finances and Clerks Report
135.1/23 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, period ending September 2023, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2023) Page 12 of 13
September 2023
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	952.10
	121,216.20
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2023
	952.10
	
	Bank Statement 01.09.2023
	121,216.20

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	122,168.30
	
	Receipts
	5,072.23
	
	Receipts
	340.19    

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 1,068.97
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 5,000.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2023
	4,955.36
	
	Bank Statement 30.09.2023
	116,556.39

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	952.10
	121,216.20
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	122,168.30
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	5,072.23
	340.19   
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 1,068.97
	- 5,000.00  
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	4,955.36
	116,556.39
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	121,511.75
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	4,955.36
	116,556.39
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	121,511.75
	
	Closing Balance
	4,955.36
	
	Closing Balance
	116,556.39

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	121,511.75

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	32,500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                 - 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	18,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	145.81
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	200.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	3,099.89
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,223.35
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Bid Writing Fees
	1,250.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	7,827.29
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Land Sale
	4,500.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	121,511.75
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	Remaining Available Precept
	36,765.41



135.2/23 Glebe Field Signage
The Clerk had prepared a draft pictorial safety sign for use at the entrances to the Glebe Field and had circulated this with the agenda.  A1 Signs had provided a quotation for an A2 sized sign at a cost of £49.00 + £9.80 VAT (total £58.80) and this too had been circulated with the agenda.

After a short discussion, Councillors approved the draft sign and agreed that one should be placed at either end of the Glebe Field.

The Clerk reported that the signs would need to be placed on steel posts and that these costs had not yet been obtained.  It was noted that the Council had a bag of postcrete in the office, left over from a previous project, which could be utilised for the setting of the posts.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves the purchase of two A2 metal safety signs for the Glebe Field from A1 signs at a cost of £98.00 + £19.60 VAT (total £121.52).

All in favour

Cllr Berliner agreed to contact A1 Signs to investigate their cost for two steel posts and fixing and report back at the next meeting for formal approval.

135.3/23 Grays Funfair
The Clerk reported that Grays Funfair would be holding a funfair on the Glebe Field to arrive Monday, 6th November 2023 and leave Monday, 13th November 2023 (operating Thursday - Sunday).  The Clerk reported that Mr P Gray had confirmed that the fair would not be attending if the ground was very wet.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves Grays Funfair holding a funfair on the Glebe Field, to arrive Monday, 6th November 2023 and leave Monday, 13th November 2023 (operating Thursday - Sunday) for £350.00 rent + £20.00 electric payable to the Village Hall.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact Mr P Gray to confirm the approval.

135.4/23 Emergency repair of play equipment
The Clerk reported that Cllr Bellamy had not been able to repair two unsteady pieces of equipment on the Stone Close Play Area and Tots Area as they both required a special pentagon tool.  The Clerk had therefore purchased this as an emergency expense.

Proposed – Cllr Berliner					Seconded – Chairman, Cllr Golding

That the Council formally approves the emergency purchase of a pentagon security/allen bolt tool from Online Playgrounds at a cost of £26.00 + £5.20 VAT (total £31.20).

All in favour

135.5/23 Rat issue at the waste container bins
The Clerk reported that two members of public had visited the office to report an increasing rat problem by the commercial waste container units.  The Clerk had sought quotations and these had been circulated with the agenda.

A long discussion took place and it was felt that the rat problem was an issue relating to the Village Hall unit, not the Council’s, as bags from the users of the Village Hall typically contained food products and were periodically left on the ground when their unit was full.

It was agreed for the Vice Chairman, Cllr Brenda, to report this matter at the next Village Hall Management Committee meeting and take the quotations obtained by the Clerk to them for consideration.

135.6/23 Treelink contract for annual tree maintenance
The Clerk reported that due to a number of overgrowing tree issues coming up this year, it would be worth considering an annual contract with Treelink to trim the Council owned trees, hedges and bushes once a year to ensure they were kept maintained, rather than letting them get out of hand and then having to deal with problems, residential complaints and subsequent high unaccounted costs.  Councillors agreed to this.

Proposed – Cllr Berliner					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Clerk makes enquiries with Treelink to establish the possibility and costs of an annual contract in order to keep the Council owned trees, bushes and hedges maintained.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact Treelink to investigate the annual cost of such a contract and add this item to the budget discussions for the Finance Panel meeting in December.

135.7/23 Section 137 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972
135.7.1/23 Royal British Legion Remembrance Wreath
A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that the donation for a wreath should be increased by £5.00 to £35.00 this year.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Council purchases a poppy wreath for £35.00 from the Downham Market & District Branch Royal British Legion under S137(1) LGA 1972 and that Cllr Burry lays the wreath at the St Peter and St Paul’s Church Memorial on behalf of the Council.

All in favour

The Clerk would purchase a poppy wreath from the Royal British Legion Downham branch and make payment to them.

135.8/23 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	13.09.2023
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & rental Sep part refund
	BACS
	-6.46
	-1.29
	-7.75
	0.00

	19.09.2023
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Aug
	DD
	165.79
	8.29
	174.08
	0.00

	21.09.2023
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric Aug
	DD
	19.43
	0.97
	20.40
	0.00

	21.09.2023
	Plot 4, Britton Close Site
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	30.00

	29.09.2023
	Watlington Village Hall
	Broadband Rent Sep-Nov
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	42.00

	02.10.2023
	Tim Wall Leisure
	Sports Pav Bid Writing 3 of 3
	BACS
	1,250.00
	0.00
	1,250.00
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking September
	BACS
	270.92
	0.00
	270.92
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	Clerk
	Salary September
	BACS
	1,594.91
	0.00
	1,594.91
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	Clerk
	Expenses September
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax September
	BACS
	408.56
	0.00
	408.56
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Sep
	DD
	80.61
	16.12
	96.73
	0.00

	02.10.2023
	Plot 1a, Paige Close Site
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	10.33

	05.10.2023
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	05.10.2023
	BCKL&WN (CIP)
	Broadband Rent Sep-Nov
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	42.00

	10.10.2023
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & phone rental October
	DD
	73.59 
	14.71 
	88.30 
	0.00

	13.10.2023
	Runc Hol & Wat Scout Group
	S137 Donation
	BACS
	20.00
	0.00
	20.00
	0.00

	16.10.2023
	Plot 15a, Paige Close Site
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	11.67

	18.10.2023
	Plots 2, 3 Britton Close Site
	Allotment Rent
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	60.00

	18.10.2023
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Sep
	DD
	244.51
	12.23
	256.74
	0.00

	To be paid
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric Sep
	DD
	31.90
	1.60
	33.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance Aug
	BACS
	517.50
	103.50
	621.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Westcotec
	Repair/return vandalised SAM2
	BACS
	356.50
	71.30
	427.80
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Sep
	BACS
	95.24
	19.05
	114.29
	0.00

	To be paid
	PKF Littlejon LLP
	External Audit
	BACS
	315.00
	63.00
	378.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr J Bellamy (Spoilt Choice)
	SAM2 padlocks
	BACS
	7.00
	0.00
	7.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Oct
	BACS
	95.24
	19.05
	114.29
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 05.09.2023 / PAT
	BACS
	64.00
	0.00
	64.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance Sep
	BACS
	517.50
	103.50
	621.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr Jean Golding
	Travel meet BCKL&WN Leader
	BACS
	10.10
	0.00
	10.10
	0.00

	To be paid
	Online Playgrounds
	Tool to repair play equipment
	BACS
	26.00
	5.20
	31.20
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance Oct
	BACS
	517.50
	103.50
	621.00
	0.00

	Totals
	6,693.84
	540.72
	7,234.56
	196.00



The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and Cllr Bellamy had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this item.

As the voting would be inquorate with only two Members able to vote, the invoices would be paid under the Clerk’s delegated powers, and this item would be deferred and formally ratified at the next meeting.

136/23	Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2022/2023
	The completed Annual Return from PKF Littlejohn LLP had been circulated prior to the agenda.  The Clerk confirmed that an advisory comment had been made by the External Auditor and this had been actioned by the Clerk.  The report was noted.

The Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the Annual Governance & Accountability Return had been displayed on the Council notice board and website dated 21st September 2023.

137/23	Strip of land (0.07 acre) in Fairfield Lane for sale by auction
	At the request of Councillors, the Clerk had obtained the legal pack from Auction House for a strip of land (0.07 of an acre) in Fairfield Lane which was for sale with a guide price of £500.00 by livestream auction on 1st November 2023, and this had been circulated prior to and with the agenda.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had sought advice from Hayes & Storr, who confirmed that Auction House charged a minimum admin fee of £1,200.00 (+ VAT), that Hayes & Storr’s conveyancing costs would be in the region of £750.00 (+ VAT) and the Sellers’ fees would be in the same region, totalling around £2,700.00 (+ VAT) on top of the actual purchase price.

Councillors agreed that these costs were excessive for a small piece of land, which would then require subsequent upkeep, and that the ratepayers’ precept should not be spent on the acquisition of this land.





138/23	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
138.1/23 Planning applications
138.1.1/23	23/01532/LDE – Land Adjacent To Watlington Station, Station Road – LAWFUL DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATE: To confirm commencement of the development approved under planning permission reference 15/01306/OM (reserved matters reference 19/00170/RMM) – Information Only
Noted.

138.1.2/23	23/01637/F – 72 John Davis Way – Retrospective Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Use to extend garden – comments by 13th October 2023
No objections.

138.1.3/23	23/01510/RMM – Land Accessed Via 32 And W of 24 To 36 But E of Fairfield Lane Downham Road – Reserved Matters Application: Residential Development of 22 dwellings – comments by 30th October 2023
The Council objected for the following reasons:
· The proposal, by reason of the number of units proposed, represents an over-intensive use of the site and would create a cramped form of development. In addition to this, there will be a significant reduction in the open space amenity experienced by the immediate surrounding environment, which is not in harmony with and does not enhance the form and character of the building characteristics of the locality or its setting. Advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development and Housing require new development to be of a high standard of design, which respects the characteristics of the locality. It is considered that a cramped form of development and the subsequent loss of amenity space would be unsympathetic to, and out of character in this area. The proposal is therefore contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development and Housing.
· The proposal, by virtue of its location, would provide a backland form of development which would not respect the form and character of the surrounding area and would set an undesirable precedent. This would be contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development.
· By virtue of its excessive scale, mass and height, coupled with its proximity to neighbouring properties, this will result in an oppressive form of development which would be detrimental to the outlook currently enjoyed by existing residential dwellings.
· The proposed development by virtue of its confined layout, lack of on-site parking and inadequacy of the local infrastructure, is considered to be contrary to the advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development.
· The application has been made with a lack of car parking for residents. The limited parking in this area, coupled with an increase in residents potentially requiring parking provisions, would create offsite parking problems, and is contrary to the general principles of advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Delivering Sustainable Development.
· Inadequate visibility splays are provided at the junction of the access with the County highway, Downham Road, and this would cause danger and inconvenience to users of the adjoining public highway.
· As a result of site clearance which has already taken place, the proposed development has resulted in the loss of important trees, habitat and protected species which have value in this area, and this is contrary to advice contained within the National Planning Policy Framework for Planning and the Historic Environment.

138.1.4/23	23/00094/TPO – Maranatha, 5 Rectory Lane – 2/TPO/00741 - T1 - Horse Chestnut Located in rear garden area adjacent garage. Fell tree due to existing and potential damage to structures – Information only
Noted.




138.1.5/23	23/01784/T3 – Land At Watlington Sewage Treatment Works, Fitton Road, Wiggenhall St Germans – APPLICATION TO DETERMINE IF PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED: PROPOSED ARQIVA SMART METERING 1No. OMNI AT 13.83m MEAN MOUNTED ON PROPOSED 12m STREETWORKS POLE. PROPOSED ARQIVA SMART METERING 1No. GPS ANTENNA AT 12.4m MEAN MOUNTED ON PROPOSED STREETWORKS POLE. PROPOSED ARQIVA SMART METERING 1No. 3G OMNI ANTENNA AT 3.8m MEAN MOUNTED ON PROPOSED STREETWORKS POLE. PROPOSED ARQIVA SMART METERING EQUIPMENT ENCLOSURE TO BE INSTALLED ON A ROOT FOUNDATION – Information only
Noted.


13. 
14. 
15. 
15.1. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19.1. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
23.1. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
27.1. 
138.2/23 Planning decisions
138.2.1/23	22/01498/O – Ananda, 63 Station Road – Outline Application: New Dwelling
Application Permitted (Committee Decision).

138.2.2/23	23/01288/F – 11 Downham Road – First floor extension to dwelling and construction of garage
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

	138.3/23 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
Late Planning Decision
23/01430/F – 6 Challis Close – Single storey side extension
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).


28. 
29. 
30. 
30.1. 
138.4/23 Other Planning matters
138.4.1/23	21/00510/BOC – Land N of 57 And 67 Fen Road – Enforcement Case Breach of Planning Conditions
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the BCKL&WN had served an Enforcement Order on the proprietors of 16 Rowan Close for the unauthorised erection of a steel framed building with concrete base and footings which did not comply with the provisions of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 2015 Order and had been constructed on land that was required to form the public footpath.

The BCKL&WN’s Enforcement Order stated that the steel building, concrete base and footings must be demolished, that the eastern brick wall and close board fencing at either end of the pathway be removed and use of the footpath land by the proprietors be permanently ceased by Friday, 17th November 2023, unless an appeal was made to the Secretary of State beforehand.  It was noted that the proprietors could again appeal to the Secretary of State, but no further planning applications relating to this matter would be accepted by the BCKL&WN.

139/23	Recreation Field Charity (Registered Number 304103)
139.1/23 Separate bank account
The Clerk had investigated various charity bank accounts and circulated the information with the agenda.  The top five rated accounts in 2023 were as follows:

Cashplus Bank		Monthly Fee free	Cash Deposits 0.5% fee
Co-operative Bank	Monthly Fee free	Cash Deposits free
CAF Bank		Monthly Fee £8.00	Cash Deposits free
Metro Bank		Monthly Fee free	Cash Deposits free
Unity Bank		Monthly Fee £6.00	Cash Deposits 50p

Consideration was given to banking with Barclays as this was the bank dealing with all the other Council accounts.  However, it was noted that The Co-operative Bank had excellent reviews for its Community Directplus account and their banking was free.



Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Clerk sets up a Charity Account for the Recreation Field Charity with The Co-operative Bank and that the signatories remain as the Clerk, Chairman, Vice Chairman and Finance Panel member.

All in favour

The Clerk would set up this account.

140/23	2024 meeting dates
The meeting dates were agreed as follows:
January		16
February	20
March		-
April		09	Annual Parish Meeting & Ordinary Council Meeting
May		14	Annual Meeting (must be held within 14 days of elections)
June		25
July		30
August		-
September		17
October		22
November	26
December	-	(Finance meeting to be held)

The Clerk reported that she had already sought prior confirmation from the Village Hall that these dates were available.  A copy of the meeting dates would be placed on the website.

141/23	Reports from Councillors/Clerk (as listed on the agenda) regarding issues and community matters
		141.1/23 Fendley Close parcel of land transfer from Persimmon Homes
The Clerk reported that she had contacted Hayes & Storr Solicitors to confirm that the Fendley Close land transfer from Persimmon Homes should proceed without any additional clauses.  The conveyancing was now being dealt with accordingly.

		141.2/23 New XLN internet and phone service
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had submitted a written report and this had been circulated to Councillors with the agenda as follows:

The internet seems to be working ok as far as the Parish Council is concerned. The new phone is working and able to access messages.  However, the router (for small businesses) does not have sufficient ethernet ports to serve the whole of the Village Hall with wi-fi and the phone connection does not fit in the socket marked ‘phone’, so use of one of the ethernet sockets is being utilised.

The Clerk sent an email to XLN asking them to provide a different cable and from their advice, an ethernet splitter has been purchased to solve these issues.  XLN has confirmed it will reimburse the net costs on their next invoice.

The Village Hall urgently requires better wi-fi for its new heating control package but at present the signal is not sufficient.  The extender will need to be hard wired and use of one ethernet socket in the office will be required.  The Village Hall has had a quote from ECS which came to around £900.00 and the Committee is now attempting to use acquaintances who are internet savvy to get around this.

	141.3/23 Dog Bin relocations
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the plastic dog bins on Fendley Close and the Environment Agency River Ouse car park had been damaged, the latter of which was beyond repair.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, suggested that if the Fendley Close bin could be repaired, this could replace the metal bin at the junction of Fairfield Lane/Millennium Green.  The metal bin could then be relocated to the Environment Agency River Ouse car park.

Councillors agreed to this.

141.4/23 Name badges/identification cards for Councillors
Cllr Berliner reported that Councillors should wear identification cards when dealing with members of the public.  It was noted that most Councillors had a name badge but if Cllr Berliner wished to introduce identification cards on lanyards, there would be no objection to this.

142/23	Correspondence
142.1/23 For action/information
142.1.1/23 Report from the proprietors of White House Cottage
The proprietors of White House Cottage had submitted an extensive report regarding their proposed hedge renovation plans and this had been circulated with the agenda.  Councillors ran through the document but felt that the overall phased plans were unclear.

It was agreed for the Chairman, Cllr Golding, to meet with the proprietors to establish their requirements, and that of the Council’s, and consider what financial commitment they required the Council to make.

	142.1.2/23 Norfolk D-Day 80th Anniversary beacons event
Norfolk ALC had sent information regarding the Norfolk D-Day 80th Anniversary in June 2024 enquiring that Councils give consideration to lighting a beacon to commemorate this historic event.  This had been circulated by the Clerk prior to the agenda.

A short discussion took place and it was felt that the Council would not wish to utilise the ratepayers’ finances on this.

142.2/23 Late Correspondence
No late correspondence had been received.

143/23	Sports Pavilion Working Party report
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had recently attended a meeting with the Football Club Fundraising Committee to consider their options of raising funds for the Sports Pavilion.  The Football Club confirmed that a Dinner & Dance event was being held on Saturday, 2nd March 2024 at The Red Barn, Runcton Holme, with the venue kindly being offered by Cllr Rockcliffe free of charge.  A hog roast, bar, band, magician and raffle/auction would form the main attractions.  120 tickets would be sold at £50.00 each on tables of 10.  At a recent Sports & Social Club event, 1 table was auctioned and raised £1,000.00.  It is anticipated that they will raise £5,000 for the Sports Pavilion.  A further fundraiser was planned to take place before Christmas, to help cover the costs of the Dinner & Dance.

On Wednesday, 18th October 2023, a Teams meeting had been hosted by Mr T Wall with the Working Party, Clerk and members of the Football Club to discuss the contributions that the Football Club would be required to pay for the use of the Pavilion when it had been built.  Prior to the meeting, Mr Wall had supplied costs paid by other clubs.  The Football Club was concerned that they were expected to pay a much higher fee than they currently paid at present.  It was pointed out to them that their match fees and membership fees were very low and could be increased, and along with an annual fundraiser event, their costs should then be covered.  Mr Wall explained that costs for the utilities, caretaker maintenance, administration, cleaning etc. needed to be shown on the Football Foundation (FF) / Norfolk Football Association (NFA) grant application forms.  Mr Wall confirmed that other sporting/activity groups such as Alive Leisure, Independence Matters and schools would be using the pavilion, but on a much smaller scale than the Football Club.

The Football Club had agreed to send their 2022/2023 completed accounts to Mr Wall for inspection.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, confirmed that Mr Wall was hoping to achieve £200,000 from the FF/NFA, along with £100,000 in CIL funding, which was around 75% of the £378,000 + contingency total project cost.  Once the large funding was confirmed, he would then be applying to smaller funders to reduce the shortfall.

Cllr Berliner expressed his disappointment that the Football Club had, in principle, only raised £5,000.00 towards this project.  The Clerk reported that if the Football Club did not raise its subscription fees and manage its finances more structurally, the FF and NFA would be unlikely to grant funding for this project.  It was therefore imperative that the Football Club reconsidered its current and upcoming structure to ensure this project succeeded with the aim of successfully joining the league(s).  This was noted.

144/23	Community Resilience Support Working Party report
	144.1/23 Adoption of Emergency Plan
Cllr Berliner reported that the Community Resilience Support Working Party had finalised the Emergency Plan for Watlington and it had been approved by Mr K Kent, BCKL&WN District Emergency Planning Officer.  The draft document had been circulated with the agenda.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the Council adopts the Emergency Plan for Watlington.

All in favour

The Clerk would add this document to the website and include it in the Annual Meeting policy reviews. 

145/23	Neighbourhood Plan (Localism Act 2011, Schedule 9 Neighbourhood Planning)
145.1/23 Steering Group report
	No written report had been received from the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group (NPSG).
	
	145.2/23 Referendum
The Clerk reported that a provisional referendum date for the Watlington Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2036 was Thursday, 7th December 2023, to decide on the question, ‘Do you want the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Watlington to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’.  Specific details and a timetable regarding the referendum would shortly be issued by the BCKL&WN.

The NPSG was given a huge vote of thanks for the hard work it had carried out on the Neighbourhood Plan.

146/23	Open Spaces, Play Areas and Community Matters
146.1/23 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and Cllr Bellamy had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a new tenant had taken on Plot 15a, Paige Close Allotment Site, following a notice to quit from the previous tenant.  Councillors approved this.

The Chairman reported that two allotment tenants had not yet paid their annual invoices for the Britton Close site, despite reminders being sent by the Clerk.

The Clerk would send further reminders to them.

146.2/23 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Community Payback Team (CPT) would now not be returning until the new year.



146.3/23 Play Areas and Open Spaces
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, noted that inspections were not being undertaken on the Stone Close Play Area.  Cllr Bellamy agreed to carry out an inspection on behalf of Cllr Burry.

The Clerk would send the relevant inspection sheet to Cllr Bellamy.

146.4/23 Police matters
Cllr Berliner had submitted the following written report from PC J Cowen prior to the meeting:

For the last 28 days (dated 20th October 2023) covering the area of Watlington parish;
· 1 x report of theft from train station (pushbike).
· 1 x report of theft from churchyard (graveyard items).
· No reported ASB incidents to the police.
· 6 specific targeted foot patrols of the village by the LPT along with School patrols around drop off/pick up times.
· Speed enforcement on Downham Road with 1 offence report submitted.
· We will continue to target the playpark and train station areas for specific ASB patrols.

Cllr Berliner, reported that he and other members of the Jewish community, had been contacted by the police to confirm their commitment of support during the current Israel-Hamas war.  This had been totally unexpected but was equally very reassuring.
 
147/23	Parish Partnership Scheme 2024/2025 – bids to be submitted by Friday, 8th December 2023
The Clerk had obtained various quotations from Glasdon for village gateways and these had been circulated with the agenda.  The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had also visited each of the five entrances to the village and taken photographs of the current street furniture and signage at each site.

A short discussion took place and it was felt that due to the ongoing Sports Pavilion project, this venture should be deferred for consideration under the Parish Partnership Scheme 2025/2026.

The Clerk would add the sourced information to the appropriate agenda in 2024, following receipt of Norfolk County Council’s 2025/2026 scheme release.

148/23	Highways and Transport Matters
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
34.1. 
149/23	Meeting date
149.1/23 Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council was scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

150/23	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	150.1/23 Legal process regarding Plot 3, Paige Close Allotment Site
	See confidential report.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk149917556]	150.2/22 Trimming of overgrown trees on Meadows Green
	See confidential report.
	The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 8.59pm.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Berliner

	That the Council contracts Treelink to trim and reduce the height of the two Silver Birch trees on Meadows Green at a cost of £600.00 (no VAT).

	All in favour

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.00pm.

