WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held Tuesday, 5th September 2023 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr J Bellamy
								Cllr M Berliner
								Cllr E Burry
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Member(s) of Public		0


114/23	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr R Rockcliffe (prior commitment) and Borough Cllr J Bhondi (family commitment).

The apologies were accepted.

115/23	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, declared a Pecuniary Interest in Item 117.6/23, Bills for Payment, as this related to two direct financial imbursements to her.

[bookmark: _Hlk125719557]The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Personal Interest in Item 126.1/23, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

Cllr Bellamy declared a Personal Interest in Item 126.1/23, Allotments, as he was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

116/23	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 25th July 2023 (items 97/23-113/23) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.04pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

Borough Cllr Jim Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

	Public Participation
	No members of public were present at the meeting.
	
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.05pm.

117/23	Finances and Clerks Report
117.1/23 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliations, periods ending July 2023 and August 2023, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2023) Page 12 of 13
July 2023
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,043.59
	129,716.20
	
	Bank Statement 01.07.2023
	1,043.59
	
	Bank Statement 01.07.2023
	129,716.20

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	130,759.79
	
	Receipts
	13,035.90
	
	Receipts
	-    

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 12,418.93
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 7,000.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.07.2023
	1,660.56
	
	Bank Statement 31.07.2023
	122,716.20

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	1,043.59
	129,716.20
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	130,759.79
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	13,035.90
	-   
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 12,418.93
	- 7,000.00  
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	1,660.56
	122,716.20
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	124,376.76
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	1,660.56
	122,716.20
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	124,376.76
	
	Closing Balance
	1,660.56
	
	Closing Balance
	122,716.20

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	124,376.76

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	32,500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                 - 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	18,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	145.81
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	200.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	3,099.89
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,223.35
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Bid Writing Fees
	1,250.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	7,827.29
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Land Sale
	4,500.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	124,376.76
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	Remaining Available Precept
	39,630.42



August 2023
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	1,660.56
	122,716.20
	
	Bank Statement 01.08.2023
	1,660.56
	
	Bank Statement 01.08.2023
	122,716.20

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	124,376.76
	
	Receipts
	2,455.00
	
	Receipts
	-    

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 3,163.46
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 1,500.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.08.2023
	952.10
	
	Bank Statement 31.08.2023
	121,216.20

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	1,660.56
	122,716.20
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	124,376.76
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	2,455.00
	-   
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 3,163.46
	- 1,500.00  
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	952.10
	121,216.20
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	122,168.30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	952.10
	121,216.20
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	122,168.30
	
	Closing Balance
	952.10
	
	Closing Balance
	121,216.20

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	122,168.30

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	32,500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB - Martingales Estate (£7,000 27th June per annum)
	                 - 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PWLB Repayments
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 4
	18,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	145.81
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Millennium Green Annual Grant
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	200.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	3,099.89
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	9,223.35
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning Grant
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	John Davis Way Highways Scheme
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Bid Writing Fees
	1,250.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	7,827.29
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Land Sale
	4,500.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	122,168.30
	
	 

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	84,746.34
	Remaining Available Precept
	37,421.96



117.2/23 Grants & Donations (Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972)
117.2.1/23 2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group
The Clerk reported that the 2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group had purchased 1000 dog waste bags at a cost of £9.90 for the purposes of filling their hand made dog bag dispensers (circulated with the agenda).  A copy of their invoice had been received.

Councillors agreed to donate this cost and contribute a further £10.10 in appreciation for placing dog bag dispensers around the village.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Burry

That the Council donates £20.00 to the 2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group under S137(1) LGA 1972 to help financially towards dog waste bags and the activities associated with this.

All in favour

The Clerk would issue a BACS payment and letter to the 2nd Runcton Holme and Watlington Scout Group.

117.3/23 Grants & Donations Received
117.3.1/23 Watlington Village Fete
The Clerk reported that the Watlington Village Fete had donated £400.00 towards the Sports Pavilion.

117.3.2/23 County Cllr Long
The Clerk reported that County Cllr Long had donated £555.00 from his Annual Local Member Fund for the large litter signs.

The Clerk reported that letters of appreciation had been sent to both.

117.4/23 Repair of SAM2 sign
The Clerk reported that the cost for Westcotec to repair the vandalised SAM2 sign and deliver back to the Council would be £356.50 + £71.30 VAT (£427.80 total).

Proposed – Cllr Burry					Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves Westcotec repairing the vandalised SAM2 sign and couriers it back to the Council at a cost of £356.50 + £71.30 VAT (£427.80 total).

All in favour

117.5/23 Office computer hardware
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that the Council office PC was slow and a specialist could attempt to increase the speed at a cost of approximately £150.00.  If the PC required extra RAM storage, the cost would be approximately £50.00.  In order for the PC to be looked at, the hard drive would need to be cloned and the PC taken out of the office, although the specialist could not guarantee that any works undertaken would increase the PC speed.

A short discussion took place and Councillors felt that the Council laptop, purchased originally for the SAM2 data collection, could be used by the Clerk instead.  It was noted that the laptop was being stored by Mr A Culy.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to collect the laptop from Mr Culy.

It was agreed for the Clerk to obtain guides for the data collection process and/or a simple instruction guide from Mr Culy, in order for statistics to be downloaded from the SAM2 signs.
117.6/23 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and p disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	31.07.2023
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking July
	BACS
	270.92
	0.00
	270.92
	0.00

	31.07.2023
	Clerk
	Salary July
	BACS
	1,595.11
	0.00
	1,595.11
	0.00

	31.07.2023
	Clerk
	Expenses July
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	31.07.2023
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax July
	BACS
	408.36
	0.00
	408.36
	0.00

	01.08.2023
	Wave (Anglian Water)
	Allotment Water Apr - Jul 2023
	DD
	212.30
	0.00
	212.30
	0.00

	01.08.2023
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Jul
	DD
	54.16
	10.83
	64.99
	0.00

	01.08.2023
	NBB Recycled Furniture
	Bench Anchor Kit
	Debit Card
	32.40
	6.48
	38.88
	0.00

	02.08.2023
	Direct Legal Representation
	Plot 3 Allotment Court Fee
	BACS
	355.00
	0.00
	355.00
	0.00

	03.08.2023
	Watlington Village Fete
	Donation for Sports Pavilion
	100098
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	400.00

	04.08.2023
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	07.08.2023
	Norfolk County Council
	Cllr Long Grant for Litter Signs
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	555.00

	17.08.2023
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Jul
	DD
	167.51
	8.38
	175.89
	0.00

	22.08.2023
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric Jul
	DD
	22.39
	1.12
	23.51
	0.00

	31.08.2023
	Litter Picker
	Litter Picking August
	BACS
	270.92
	0.00
	270.92
	0.00

	31.08.2023
	Clerk
	Salary August
	BACS
	1,595.11
	0.00
	1,595.11
	0.00

	31.08.2023
	Clerk
	Expenses August
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	31.08.2023
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax August
	BACS
	408.36
	0.00
	408.36
	0.00

	01.09.2023
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Aug
	DD
	58.34
	11.67
	70.01
	0.00

	Late Bills / Receipts (Received after Agenda advertised)

	04.09.2023
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Interest
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	340.19

	05.09.2023
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	05.09.2023
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Loyalty Reward
	DD
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.23

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Grounds Maintenance Jul
	BACS
	517.50
	103.50
	621.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Room Hire 25.07.2023
	BACS
	23.50
	0.00
	23.50
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Aug
	BACS
	95.50
	19.10
	114.60
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr B Leedell (Tesco)
	Refreshments Comm Payback
	BACS
	4.75
	0.95
	5.70
	0.00

	To be paid
	Cllr B Leedell (Barkers DBS)
	Materials Stone Close Play
	BACS
	4.09
	0.82
	4.91
	0.00

	To be paid
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & phone rental Sep
	DD
	27.10
	5.42
	32.52
	0.00

	Totals
	6,161.82
	168.26
	6,330.08
	1,295.42



The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, had declared a Pecuniary Interest in this item.

The Clerk reported that the phone line and broadband service had still not been connected by XLN Business Services.  Councillors agreed to withhold the payment until the services had been set up.

Proposed – Cllr Bellamy					Seconded – Cllr Berliner

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule and the receipts are noted, excluding the XLN Business Services invoice which should be deferred until the services are connected.

For – 4			Against – 0			Abstentions – 1 (Declared Interest)

118/23	Recreation Field Charity (Registered Number 304103)
118.1/23 Review of the Charity Commission procedures
The Clerk reported that the Charity Commission was tightening up its procedures and the Council needed to ensure it was operating within the law of the Charities Act 2011 (circulated with agenda).  As Trustees of the Charity, the Clerk advised that meetings separate to the Council, and an Annual General Meeting should be held, and a separate bank account opened.
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, noted that the Registered Title Proprietor ‘care of name’ would need to be updated by Land Registry, as this still indicated a Clerk that had been in post many years ago.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would look into how this could be done.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed for the Clerk to search for the Deeds in the Council office archives to establish the constitution of this charity.

118.2/23 Separate bank account
The Clerk reported that there would be future rental income and expenditure for the Sports Pavilion and in light of this, a bank account would need to be opened.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Clerk investigates suitable banking companies and sets up a new bank account for the Recreation Field Charity.

All in favour

The Clerk would investigate suitable Charity banking accounts.

119/23 Edward Shouldham Charity Land (Registered Number 210811)
119.1/23 Review of the Charity Commission procedures
The Clerk again reported that the Council needed to ensure it was operating within the law of the Charities Act 2011 (circulated with agenda).  As Trustees of the Charity, the Clerk again advised that meetings separate to the Council, and an Annual General Meeting should be held.

Councillors agreed that when the Recreation Field Charity business had been concluded, meetings would then be held separately.

119.2/23 Application form and guidance
The Clerk reported that she had prepared an application form and guidance notes for residents wishing to apply for the charitable funds (circulated prior to and with the agenda).

Proposed – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell			Seconded – Cllr Berliner

That the Edward Shouldham Charity Land application form and guidance notes are adopted and brought into immediate effect.

All in favour

The Clerk reported that if any requests were made, a Trustees meeting of the Edward Shouldham Charity would need to be held.  This was noted.

120/23	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
120.1/23 Planning applications
120.1.1/23	23/01288/F – 11 Downham Road – First floor extension to dwelling and construction of garage – comments by 18th August 2023
No comments to be made.


13. 
14. 
15. 
15.1. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19.1. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
23.1. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
27.1. 
120.2/23 Planning decisions
120.2.1/23	23/00382/F – 6 Fendley Close – Change of use of land from agricultural to extend existing garden, create new access and construct carport
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

120.2.2/23	23/00059/TPO – 60 Mill Road – 2/TPO/00545: Reduce Oak tree over the road by 4m to clear the BT lines. Remove large pieces of deadwood
TPO Work Approved.

	120.3/23 Late Planning applications and Notices of Decision
23/01430/F – Challis Close – Single storey side extension – comments by 22nd September 2023
Councillors agreed to provide the Clerk with their comments following the meeting.


28. 
29. 
30. 
30.1. 
120.4/23 Other Planning matters
There was nothing to report to this meeting.

121/23	Reports from Councillors (as listed on the agenda) regarding issues and community matters
	121.1/23 Safety signage for the Glebe Field
Following CCTV evidence of a family playing golf on the Glebe Field, the Clerk had prepared draft signage and this had been circulated with the agenda.  Councillors felt that the signage should be large and erected on steel posts at either end of the field.  It was felt that pictorial signage would be better as people tended not to read words.

It was noted that all signage at the play areas should be reviewed to ensure they stated relevant safety warnings.

Cllr Berliner would contact A1 Signs for the costs to produce two A2 signs and would report back at the next meeting for formal approval.
	
		121.2/23 Fendley Close parcel of land transfer from Persimmon Homes
The Clerk reported that Hayes & Storr Solicitors had emailed to advise that Persimmon Homes were in agreement to the landowners of 6 Fendley Close having access across the land for their caravan to be parked off road, providing that there would be no financial benefit to the residents or Council.  The Clerk informed the Solicitors that the residents had received planning permission for a change of use of land from agricultural to extend their existing garden, create a new access and construct a carport.  However, they had since placed their home on the open market for sale.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that if no financial gain could be sought by the Council for residential access, this clause should no longer be sought.  It was further felt that if the current residents moved, written clauses within the land transfer contract would then be applicable to the new occupiers.  It was therefore agreed not to proceed with any covenants and to simply continue with the land transfer in its original form.

The Clerk would contact Hayes & Storr to confirm this.

		121.3/23 Meadows Green overgrown trees
	The Clerk reported that at the meeting held Tuesday, 25th July 2023, Item 102.3, the Council had resolved the following:
	‘That the Council contracts Treelink to trim the two Silver Birch trees on Meadows Green at a maximum net cost of £200.00.’
	
	However, a quotation received from Treelink following that meeting had far exceeded £200.00.  Quotations had then subsequently been sought from Tim’s Trees and Iceni Tree Care, and these were awaited.

It was agreed for the quotations to be presented to the meeting in October 2023.

		121.4/23 New XLN internet and phone service
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that a BT Engineer had installed the new network on Thursday, 31st August 2023, but it had not yet been connected by XLN Business Services, although this was imminent.
It was agreed for the Clerk to send a complaint letter to XLN advising that if the service was not connected soon, the Council would not be proceeding with the contract.

The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, confirmed that she had made enquiries with the Village Hall Management Committee and BCKL&WN Community Information Point Department to confirm their agreement to paying £14.00 each per month for the internet usage.  Both parties had agreed to this.

When the service had been connected, the Clerk would invoice the two authorities on a quarterly basis.

122/23	Correspondence
122.1/23 For action/information
No correspondence for action or information had been received.

122.2/23 Late Correspondence
The Clerk reported that the gov.uk domain name had now been set up by Norfolk ALC and the website would go live and be available for use once the Clerk had become familiar with the new site.  The Clerk and Councillor email addresses had also been activated but would need to be set up.

It was agreed for the Clerk to set up the Councillor email addresses and signatures when the workload had eased.

123/23	Sports Pavilion Working Party report
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Mr Wall had submitted the Community Infrastructure Levey (CIL) application to the BCKL&WN for £100,000.  A decision of the bid would not be known until October/November 2023.

124/23	Community Resilience Support Working Party report
Cllr Berliner reported that the Community Resilience Support Working Party would be holding a meeting on Wednesday, 13th September 2023, with a view to finalising the details of the Emergency Plan.

125/23	Neighbourhood Plan (Localism Act 2011, Schedule 9 Neighbourhood Planning)
125.1/23 Steering Group report
A written progress report from Mrs D Smith, Chairman, Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group (NPSG), had been circulated with the agenda as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk147237834]The NPSC held a progress meeting with CCP on 30th August 2023. The purpose of the meeting was to review the initial questions from the Independent Examiner, subsequent replies from the BCKL&WN and also discuss the next steps.

A few comments were made by the NPSG and CCP on the responses given by the BCKL&WN to the Examiner’s queries. CCP will write to the BCKL&WN and copy in the Examiner accordingly.

The NPSG discussed the possibility of a hearing for the Neighbourhood Plan. CCP stated that this was very rare but they would be able to support us, should this be required.

Moving forward, further questions from the Examiner may be received (especially following the additional comments/reports etc that were received in the extended consultation period which ended on 16th August 2023). The NPSG can then expect to receive a draft of the Examiner’s Report. Whatever the Examiner recommends is final (only errors in the draft can be corrected, not the recommendations) and this amended version should then become the Made Neighbourhood Plan.

Cllr Berliner reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Inspector had confirmed that no Hearing would be held.

A Planning Update session was being held by the BCKL&WN on Wednesday, 18th October 2023, of which Cllr Berliner would be attending, and it was hoped that the Local Plan Review would form part of that session.

126/23	Open Spaces, Play Areas and Community Matters
126.1/23 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and Cllr Bellamy had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a new tenant had taken on Plot 1a, Paige Close Allotment Site.

The Clerk would forward the tenant the Agreement for signing and an invoice.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that someone had left a lot of scrap wood on the car park at the Paige Close site, which was not the correct place for this to be discarded.  Some tenants were also allowing weeds to seed and brambles and nettles to creep onto neighbouring plots.  In regards to the recycled goods in the wooden box, allotment holders were not removing items they had placed in it after 4 weeks, and this was becoming an issue.

The Clerk would send all allotment holders a reminder of their obligations regarding the above matters.

126.2/23 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Community Payback Team (CPT) would not be visiting Watlington for a few weeks due to a project in another village needing to be completed.

126.3/23 Play Areas and Open Spaces
The Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell, reported that Mr K Leedell had fixed the access gate at the Stone Close Play Area, the cost of which had been minimal in materials.

Cllr Bellamy and Cllr Burry reported that there were two play equipment items which were wobbly; one was on the Stone Close Play Area and the other on the Tots Area.

Cllr Bellamy would attempt to fix them both.

126.3.1/23 Monkey Challenge Climbing Wall
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that an incident had taken place on the Monkey Wall shortly after the climbing deterrent spikes had been installed.  A child had been hurt and a claim was being made by the parent.  The matter had been sent to the insurance company and was now being dealt with by them.

The Clerk had subsequently informed the adjacent residents that the spikes had been removed and should they see any children intruding on their privacy by climbing on top of the wall, to make the Council aware.

126.4/23 Police matters
Cllr Berliner had submitted the following written report from PC J Cowen prior to the meeting:

· 3 x criminal damage to property – private property.
· 1 x ASB related call to police – motorbikes on the field.
· 2 x speed enforcement sessions on Downham Road/Rectory Lane with 3 drivers issued Traffic Offence Reports.
· 10 engagements from police which includes foot beat patrols.

Cllr Burry reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for Norfolk, Mr G Orpen-Smellie, would be attending a Rainbow Café event in the near future to speak to residents about any concerns they may have surrounding crime and disorder in the village.
 
126.4.1/23 Burnt out dog bin, Great Ouse Relief Channel
Cllr Berliner had reported to the police the burnt-out dog bin at the Great Ouse Relief Channel car park.

The Clerk reported that the BCKL&WN had subsequently contacted her to advise that a hot disposable barbeque had been placed in it and completely destroyed it. The BCKL&WN confirmed that the maximum capacity for new dog bins had been reduced to 25L and the Council could therefore not replace the dog bin with the 50L one which had been donated by the Rapid Relief Team.  They did however suggest that postcrete could be used to fill half the bin and reduce the size.

Councillors wondered if expanding foam might be a better solution as this would be lighter.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, agreed to contact and meet the officer at the BCKL&WN to consider the options available.
 
127/23	Parish Partnership Scheme 2024/2025 – bids to be submitted by Friday, 8th December 2023
The Clerk had obtained various quotations for a small shelter for the Downham Road bus stop and these had been circulated with the agenda.

A short discussion took place and Councillors decided that this should not proceed due to the high costs involved and the little usage it would receive.  Councillors were asked to suggest any other potential projects at the meeting in October 2023.

128/23	Highways and Transport Matters
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had contacted Mr A Wallace, Highways Engineer, to enquire about the faded zig zag lines at the school and the zebra crossing by The Angel Pub.  Mr Wallace had confirmed that these were on the programme of works to be repainted this year.

31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
34.1. 
129/23	Meeting date
129.1/23 Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council was scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 24th October 2023 at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

130/23	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

	130.1/23 Legal process regarding Plot 3, Paige Close Allotment Site
	See confidential report.
	
	130.2/22 Edward Shouldham Charity Land
	See confidential report.

	The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting at 8.52pm.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Bellamy

That the Council approves the tender for £300.00 from Messrs E & J Zipfell, Tottenhill, to continue renting the Edward Shouldham Charity Land from 12th October 2023 to 10th October 2024 inclusive.

All in favour

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.53pm.
