WATLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held Tuesday, 13th January 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Watlington

	Present:	Chairman			Cllr J Golding
				Vice Chairman			Cllr B Leedell
				Councillors			Cllr R Bailey
								Cllr S Brown (arrived during Public Open Forum)
								Cllr R Rockcliffe
								Cllr M Zipfell
				County Councillor		Cllr B Long
Parish Clerk			Mrs S Porter
			Members of Public		1


1/26	Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr K Rudd (poor health) and Borough Cllr Bhondi (work commitment).  Cllr Brown would be late to the meeting due to work commitments.

The apologies were accepted.

Cllr A Prior did not attend the meeting.

2/26	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensation
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, declared a Personal Interest Item 13.1/26, Allotments, as she was a tenant on the Paige Close allotment site.

3/26	Approval of the minutes of the Council meeting

Proposed – Cllr Rockcliffe				Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 25th November 2025 (items 117/25-131/25) are approved and signed as a true and accurate record.

All in favour

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, duly signed and dated the minutes of the meeting.

PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, adjourned the meeting at 7.02pm.

Reports
County Cllr Brian Long
County Cllr Long reported that in December 2025, the Government postponed the 2026 Mayoral elections to May 2028.  The Norfolk County Council elections due to take place in May 2025, which had been postponed to 2026 by the Government, might be postponed further to 2027.  A decision on this was anticipated to be announced shortly by Government.  In March 2026, the Government would be announcing whether Norfolk and Suffolk would become a single Unitary Authority or three.

Cllr Long confirmed that his annual Local Member Fund had now been utilised by other Parish Councils but that his BCKL&WN Councillor Community Grants Scheme of up to £1,000 was still available until March 2026.  This was open to community groups only and not Parish and Town Councils.

Cllr Rockcliffe reported that the sunken areas of road surface between Magdalen and Tilney St Lawrence had been patched by Highways.

Borough Cllr Bhondi
Borough Cllr Bhondi was not present at the meeting and no prior written report had been received.

In his absence, the Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she spoken to Cllr Bhondi regarding The Angel pub.  He confirmed that the current tenants had offered to purchase the pub and land for £450,000, the valuation appropriated to the site.  However, the Stonegate Group advised that they would only accept £795,000.  The property had not been fit  for purpose due to it being in urgent need of repair, in particular the roof, and the tenants consequently settled to lease the pub for a further five years if the repairs were carried out by the Stonegate Group, as the liable landlord.  However, this too was refused, and the tenants had had no choice but to close the pub at the end of 2025 and leave.

The Stonegate Group had previously aired their intention to develop the pub into flats and further develop the site at the rear for residential dwellings.  Highways had declared at that time that they would not approve residential dwellings on this site due to inadequate and dangerous access issues, but it was a concern that permission may be granted by the Planning Department at some stage in the future.

Cllr Bhondi knew of several interested parties who would be willing to take the pub on.  However, the Stonegate Group was not currently advertising it on the market.  The Stonegate Group had proclaimed that the Sports & Social Club was a drinking establishment for the village, but Cllr Bhondi pointed out that this was a private/paid members’ club, not public.

Cllr Brown arrived at the meeting at 7.08pm.

The Council agreed that it was very sad news for the village to lose its vibrant pub and wished the outgoing tenants a happy and successful future.

Public Participation
The member of public reported that he had recently moved into the village, close to the Downham Road development, and wondered what was happening regarding the site shutdown.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that Chatsworth Homes went into liquidation in August 2025.  Due to GDPR, the BCKL&WN was not able to inform the Parish Council of very much, only that a bank had taken over the site and construction would continue in the future.  It was unknown when that would be.

Around July 2025, when construction slowed down, the Parish Council was informed that the developers had to sell the built properties, in order for them to continue building more from those profits, which was standard practice for medium/large development sites.  However, it soon transpired that the company had gone into administration in August 2025.

Some of the homes are being lived in and those people feel concerned and isolated.  The police were contacted at the time works ceased to patrol the site periodically, which they had agreed to do.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, resumed the meeting at 7.09pm.

4/26	Finances and Clerks Report
4.1/26 Clerks Finance Report
The Clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation, periods ending November 2025 and December 2025, current bank account statements and finance summary with the agenda.  The bank balances were as follows:


Chairman Signed ...........................................................   Dated ...................................................	                              (2026) Page 12 of 13
November 2025
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	784.75
	211,490.05
	
	Bank Statement 01.11.2025
	784.75
	
	Bank Statement 01.11.2025
	211,490.05

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	212,274.80
	
	Receipts
	10,016.67
	
	Receipts
	- 

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 7,135.81
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 10,000.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 30.11.2025
	3,665.61
	
	Bank Statement 30.11.2025
	201,490.05

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	784.75
	211,490.05
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	212,274.80
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	10,016.67
	- 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 7,135.81
	- 10,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	3,665.61
	201,490.05
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	- 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	205,155.66
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	3,665.61
	201,490.05
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	205,155.66
	
	Closing Balance
	3,665.61
	
	Closing Balance
	201,490.05

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	205,155.66

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	40,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 8
	24,000.00 
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	4.87
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Church Grant
	500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	65.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	1,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Liability Fund
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	35,650.65
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Developer Grant
	10,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy (resolved to be spent on Sports Pavilion)
	5,824.16
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Land Sale (resolved to be spent on Sports Pavilion)
	4,500.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	43,444.23
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Ninja Trail
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Office Printer
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PPS 2025/2026 (C/F 2026/2027)
	11,311.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	205,155.66

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	182,799.91

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	182,799.91
	
	
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	22,355.75



December 2025
	Bank Reconciliation
	Community Account
	Business Account
	
	Reconciliation Community Account
	
	Reconciliation Business Account

	Bank Statement Start Balances
	3,665.61
	201,490.05
	
	Bank Statement 01.12.2025
	3,665.61
	
	Bank Statement 01.12.2025
	201,490.05

	Total Opening Bank Balances
	
	205,155.66
	
	Receipts
	55,684.46
	
	Receipts
	51,780.43

	 
	
	
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 57,701.50
	
	Payments Cleared
	- 5,000.00 

	Unpresented Payments B/F
	- 
	-
	
	Bank Statement 31.12.2025
	1,648.57
	
	Bank Statement 31.12.2025
	248,270.48

	Unpresented Receipts B/F
	-
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	
	Unpresented Payments
	- 

	Opening Balances
	3,665.61
	201,490.05
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Total Opening Balances
	
	205,155.66
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Receipts
	55,684.46
	51,780.43
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Payments
	- 57,701.50
	- 5,000.00 
	
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Bank Statement Close Balances
	1,648.57
	248,270.48
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	- 
	
	Unpresented Receipts
	-

	Total Closing Bank Balances
	
	249,919.05
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unpresented Payments
	- 
	-
	
	
	
	
	 
	

	Unpresented Receipts
	-
	-
	
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	Closing Balances
	1,648.57
	248,270.48
	
	 
	-   
	
	 
	-   

	Total Closing Balances
	
	249,919.05
	
	Closing Balance
	1,648.57
	
	Closing Balance
	248,270.48

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	249,919.05

	Earmarked Funds
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Costs (6 Months)
	40,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	MUGA Maintenance (10 year to £30,000) Year 8
	24,000.00 
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Defibrillator Donations
	4.87
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Elections
	500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Millennium Green Annual Grant
	-
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Church Grant
	500.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	S137 Grants / Donations
	30.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Neighbourhood Planning
	1,000.00
	
	General Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Liability Fund
	6,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion
	35,650.65
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Sports Pavilion Developer Grant
	10,000.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Norfolk Community Foundation Grant
	49,255.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy (resolved to be spent on Sports Pavilion)
	5,824.16
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Land Sale (resolved to be spent on Sports Pavilion)
	4,500.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	CIL Levy
	43,444.23
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Ninja Trail
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	Office Printer
	-
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	PPS 2025/2026 (C/F 2026/2027)
	11,311.00
	
	Specific Reserves
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Closing Balances
	249,919.05

	
	
	
	
	
	Total Earmarked Reserves
	232,019.91

	Total Earmarked Reserves
	232,019.91
	
	
	
	Remaining Available Precept
	17,899.14



4.2/26 Rugby posts
The Clerk had sought quotations for rugby posts and these had been circulated with the agenda as follows:

Maude Sport		6m steel socketed rugby post set
£869.70.00 + £110.00 delivery + £195.94 VAT (total £1,175.64)

Centurion Rugby	6m steel socketed rugby post set
£1,158.33 + free delivery + £231.67 VAT (total £1,390.00)

SportEquip		6m steel socketed rugby post set
£1,175.00 + free delivery + £235.00 VAT (total £1,410.00)

SportEquip		6.7m steel socketed rugby post set
£1,040.00 + free delivery + £208.00 VAT (total £1,248.00)

SportEquip		9m steel socketed rugby post set
£1,510.00 + free delivery + £302.00 VAT (total £1,812.00)

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she and the Clerk had inspected the southern end of the Glebe Field and found this to be an ideal site for a single rugby post.  The area was surrounded by trees, did not interfere with the football pitches and was a safe distance from adjacent properties.  Councillors approved the site.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that she had since spoken to the Chairman of the Football Club and he advised that if the post was installed permanently, it must be at least 5 metres from the football goal mouth and have a foam safety collar around the post.  He did confirm that dozens of footballs had disappeared into the undergrowth at that end of the field, and it was very boggy at times.  The Football Club had agreed to consider the option of applying to the BCKL&WN Councillor Community Grants Scheme as a community group (on behalf of the Council).

Councillors approved the purchase of a single rugby post, subject to potential funding streams being attempted in the first instance.

Proposed – Cllr Rockcliffe				Seconded – Cllr Zipfell

That the Council purchases a single rugby post from Maude Sport at a cost of up to £869.70.00 + £110.00 delivery + £195.94 VAT (total £1,175.64) for a complete set, subject to funding streams being attempted by community groups in the first instance.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact Maude Sport to establish whether they supplied single posts and the actual cost this would be.

The Clerk further reported that the purchase of postcrete would be required for this job and labour costs.  Councillors agreed to approve these items when it was known how much was required.

4.3/26 Chain balance equipment
The Clerk reported that Online Playgrounds had supplied a quotation to repair the chain balance equipment on the Recreation Field and this had been circulated prior to and with the agenda.  The cost would be £340.20 + £68.04 VAT (total £408.24).

Cllr Zipfell felt that this was a huge amount to pay and confirmed that provided the part was obtained at a cost of £59.40 + £11.88 VAT (total £71.28) + delivery, he would be able to carry out the repairs himself.


The Clerk wished to minute that she would not be in approval of the work being carried out by a Councillor instead of the qualified company.  This was noted.

Proposed – Cllr Zipfell					Seconded – Cllr Bailey

That the Council purchases the chain balance part from Online Playgrounds at a cost of £59.40 + £11.88 VAT (total £71.28) + delivery and that Cllr Zipfell carries out the repairs.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact Online Playgrounds and subsequently contact Cllr Zipfell when the part had been received.

4.4/26 Column lamp shield, Chestnut Close
The Clerk reported that K&M Lighting Services Ltd had provided a quotation to place a light shield on a lamp column in the Chestnut Close footpath due to it shining into a residential bedroom.  This had been circulated with the agenda.  The cost would be £165.00 + £33.00 VAT (total £198.00).

The Clerk reported that in the first instance, K&M Lighting Services Ltd would be attempting to place black tape on the lamp and if this blocked the light sufficiently, a shield would not be required for purchase.

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Rockcliffe

That the Council purchases a light shield from K&M Lighting Services at a cost of £165.00 + £33.00 VAT (total £198.00) if black tape is not sufficient to reduce the glare of a lamp in the Chestnut Close footpath.

All in favour

The Clerk would contact K&M Lighting Services Ltd to confirm this.

4.5/26 Pre-authorised payments, receipts and disbursements
The Clerk had circulated the payments and receipts made since the last meeting and presented the late bills to the meeting:
	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Transaction
	Net  £
	VAT  £
	Gross  £
	Receipt  £

	01.12.2025
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Oct
	DD
	88.23
	17.65
	105.88
	0.00

	01.12.2025
	West Norfolk Riding Disabled
	S137Donation
	BACS
	35.00
	0.00
	35.00
	0.00

	01.12.2025
	Clerk
	Salary Nov
	BACS
	1,982.15
	0.00
	1,982.15
	0.00

	01.12.2025
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Nov
	BACS
	652.44
	0.00
	652.44
	0.00

	01.12.2025
	Clerk
	Expenses Nov
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	01.12.2025
	Mr A Francis
	Litter Picking Contract Nov
	BACS
	244.20
	0.00
	244.20
	0.00

	04.12.2025
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 1 Paige Close
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	19.58

	04.12.2025
	Allotment Rent
	Plot 5 Britton Close
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	35.00

	05.12.2025
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	05.12.2025
	Norfolk Comm Foundation
	Pavilion grant
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	49,255.00

	08.12.2025
	Barclays Bank
	Bank Interest
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	525.43

	10.12.2025
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & phone rental Nov
	DD
	87.10
	17.42
	104.52
	0.00

	17.12.2025
	E-On
	MUGA Floodlights Electric Nov
	DD
	27.98
	1.40
	29.38
	0.00

	18.12.2025
	Wiggenhall St Mary Council
	Trod maintenance repayment
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	125.00

	19.12.2025
	N Power
	Street Lighting Supply Nov
	DD
	367.28
	18.36
	385.64
	0.00

	22.12.2025
	HMRC
	VAT Repay (2/3 2025/2026)
	BACS
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1,249.88

	30.12.2025
	Clerk
	Salary Dec
	BACS
	1,982.15
	0.00
	1,982.15
	0.00

	30.12.2025
	HMRC
	PAYE NI & Tax Dec
	BACS
	652.44
	0.00
	652.44
	0.00

	30.12.2025
	Clerk
	Expenses Dec
	BACS
	10.00
	0.00
	10.00
	0.00

	30.12.2025
	Mr A Francis
	Litter Picking Contract Dec
	BACS
	244.20
	0.00
	244.20
	0.00

	02.01.2026
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Nov
	DD
	61.96
	12.39
	74.35
	0.00

	08.01.2026
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	12.01.2025
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & phone rental Dec
	DD
	87.10
	17.42
	104.52
	0.00

	02.01.2026
	Ellgia Limited
	Waste Collection Nov
	DD
	61.96
	12.39
	74.35
	0.00

	08.01.2026
	Barclays Bank Plc
	Bank Charges
	DD
	8.50
	0.00
	8.50
	0.00

	12.01.2025
	XLN Business Services
	Phone & phone rental Dec
	DD
	87.10
	17.42
	104.52
	0.00

	To be paid
	Winchester Homes
	2025/26 Rent Paige Close Allot
	BACS
	250.00
	0.00
	250.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Limetree Printing Limited
	Play Area Signage
	BACS
	50.00
	10.00
	60.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Treelink
	Village Trees Maintained
	BACS
	1,450.00
	290.00
	1,740.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Holly Landscapes
	Trod Maintenance
	BACS
	250.00
	50.00
	300.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	K&M Lighting Services Ltd
	Street Light Maintenance Dec
	BACS
	91.42
	18.28
	109.70
	0.00

	To be paid
	Mr A Francis
	Maintenance Contract 2 hours
	BACS
	30.00
	0.00
	30.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	Watlington Village Hall
	Council Office Rent Oct-Dec
	BACS
	85.00
	0.00
	85.00
	0.00

	To be paid
	AMR Fire & Security Ltd
	CCTV 16 Channel NVR
	BACS
	721.07
	144.21
	865.28
	0.00

	To be paid
	Murfitt Carpentry Construct
	Pavilion Construction
	BACS
	30,000.00
	6,000.00
	36,000.00
	0.00

	Totals
	39,634.28
	6,626.95
	46,261.23
	51,209.89



Proposed – Cllr Zipfell					Seconded – Cllr Bailey

That the payment of bills are approved in accordance with the schedule and the receipts are noted.

All in favour

[bookmark: _Hlk62566819]5/26	Approval of the 2026/2027 Budget
A copy of the 2026/2027 draft budget, as recommended by the Finance Panel, had been circulated prior to the agenda.  The Clerk had outlined the budget and highlighted the variances.

	Proposed – Cllr Bailey					Seconded – Cllr Zipfell

That the budget for the financial year 2026/2027 is approved and adopted.

All in favour

6/26	Approval of the 2026/2027 Precept
	2025/2026 Tax base 854.6 - For a precept of £80,000 this was £93.61 per band D property

	2026/2027 Tax base 861.6 - For a precept of £96,000 (increase £16,000 / 20%) this equates to
(precept divided by tax base):

	Band D = £111.42 (19.03% increase on 2025/2026 =
£17.81 increase per annum / £1.48 increase per month / 34p increase per week / 5p increase per day)

	Band A = £74.28 (2/3 of Band D)

	Band H = £222.84 (twice Band D)

	Section 137 payments limit for 2025/2026 is £11.10 per elector (1984) = maximum £22,022.40



A short discussion took place regarding the high percentage increase.  The Finance Panel Members and Clerk reported that in the coming financial year, the village would be benefitting from a brand new £400,000 community pavilion and the opportunity to purchase the Glebe Field outright for £50,000, with no need for a sliding scale of inflated payments, all of which was being achieved with a relatively small rise of £16,000.  The Clerk reported that she, as the Responsible Financial Officer, and the Council as a whole, continued to maintain the finances of its ratepayers to a very high standard, ensuring village facilities and the environment were not only maintained, but improved year-on-year.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, also noted that the Clerk’s hours may need to be increased in the future with the additional responsibilities and inflated administration associated with the new facilities.

Councillors agreed that although an increase of £16,000 was larger than usual, in comparison to the two financial gains to the village worth approximately £450,000, this was a small increase in comparison.

	Proposed – Cllr Brown					Seconded – Cllr Zipfell

That the Precept for the financial year 2026/2027 of £96,000 is approved and adopted.

All in favour

The Clerk would submit the demand to the BCKL&WN and place a copy of the approved budget and precept on the website.

7/26	Planning applications and Notices of Decision
7.1/26 Planning applications
No planning applications had been received from the BCKL&WN.

7.2/26 Planning Decisions 
7.2.1/26		25/01875/F – Corner House, 5 Hawthorn Close – VARIATION OF CONDITION 4 AND REMOVAL OF CONDITION 5 ATTACHED TO PLANNING PERMISSION 24/02115/F: Proposed Residential Annexe
Application Permitted (Delegated Decision).

7.3/26 


Late Planning Applications and Decisions (tabled at meeting)
Late Application
26/00002/TPO – Amenity Area North of 14 Langridge Circle – 2/TPO/00221: Oak-Mature single stem.  Remove large deadwood within the crown and low branches interfering with pedestrian safety – Parish Council’s application
Information only.


13. 
14. 
15. 
15.1. 
7.4/26 Other Planning matters
	There was nothing to report to the meeting.

8/26	Correspondence
8.1/26 For action/information
No correspondence for action/information had been received.

8.2/26 Late Correspondence/Enquiries
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from the Fete Committee requesting permission to hold the annual village fete event on the Glebe Field on Saturday, 13th June 2026.

Councillors approved this.

The Clerk would contact the Fete Committee to confirm the approval and contact Holly Landscapes and the Football Club to ensure they were aware of the date.

9/26	Reports from Councillors/Clerk (as listed on the agenda) regarding issues and community matters
	9.1/26 Councillors’ communication via email with the Clerk and/or Chairman regarding Council business
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and the Clerk reported that due to some Councillors not responding to emails, important Council business was frequently being delayed.  Councillors apologised and agreed to respond and ‘reply to all’ when necessary.


10/26	Community Pavilion report
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that full construction works on the pavilion commenced Monday, 8th December 2025.  The Clerk had been in continual communication with the Council’s solicitor regarding issues raised by the Football Foundation and these had been addressed accordingly.

Borough Cllr Bhondi was helping to seek possible funding streams for solar panels.  Funding he had thought might be applicable, could only be applied for once the structure was complete.  The Solar Shed in Wiggenhall St Mary Magdalen had agreed to price the project once the pavilion was built, and other quotations would also be sought at that time.

The Football Club would be establishing a fundraising group soon.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, and another interested party would shortly be introduced to get the ball rolling.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the name of the pavilion also needed to be considered and if the Council wished it to be in commemoration to the late Queen Elizabeth II, this required explicit permission from the Crown, granted via the Cabinet Office.  An early suggestion would be to call it ‘Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Pavilion’.  Councillors agreed that if approved, this would be a lovely name for it.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, would investigate this within the coming weeks.

11/26	Acquisition of Diocese’ land known as ‘Land East of Downham Road’ (pursuant to S124 of the LGA 1972 and S9 of the Open Spaces Act 1906)
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that the Council’s solicitor had finally received contact from the Diocese’ solicitor on 22nd December 2025 and the legal matters were now being addressed.

The Clerk confirmed that as a result of the Council resolving the budget and precept this evening, she would inform the Council’s solicitor of the Council’s intention to purchase the Diocese land in full in April 2026 and that this would negate the sliding scale payments/sliding rental fees that were originally proposed to be made.

12/26	Open Spaces, Play Areas and Community Matters
12.1/26 Allotments
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had declared a Personal Interest in this item.

12.1.1/26 Allotment Plot 13 – Notice to vacate
The Clerk reported that notice to vacate had been received from the tenant of plot 13, Paige Close allotment site.  There were currently no people on the waiting list.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that there were likely to be further vacancies this coming year.  She would place an advertisement in the next issue of The Latest Gossip.

12.2/26 Play Areas and Open Spaces
12.2.1/26 Vandalised goal post, Warren Close Play Area
This item was still current, but the Clerk would remove this item from the agenda, as agreed at the previous meeting.

126.2.2/26 Gym equipment, MUGA
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that a complaint had been received from a member of public regarding the stiffness of the gym equipment.  The Vice Chairman’s husband, Mr K Leedell, had established that the manufacturers of the six pieces of equipment was The Great Outdoor Gym Company.  The Chairman, Cllr Golding, subsequently contacted them and they confirmed that an inspection could be carried out at a cost of £450.00 + £90.00 VAT (total £540.00) but this would not include repairs.

Mr Leedell was given a vote of thanks for his help.

The Clerk would add this item to the next agenda for consideration.

12.2.3/26 Tools, equipment and products
The Clerk reported that the Council had limited tools and products for the ongoing maintenance of play equipment on all sites and Councillors typically used their own tools.

A short discussion took place and Councillors agreed that they preferred to use their own tools when repairing play equipment.  No further action was therefore necessary on this matter.

Cllr Bailey reported that some pieces of equipment on the Stone Close Play Area were getting rusty.  When the weather improved, he would report which items required further investigation and treatment.

The Clerk further noted that the Council did not have any de-icer for inclement weather.  She had investigated this matter and under UK legislation determined that there was potential for both criminal and civil liability in the event of an accident, injury or near miss caused as a result of snow and ice on Council premises.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, further reported that it was an urban myth for people or companies to face liability if they cleared ice and snow than if they left it untreated.  The Council had a duty to take reasonable steps to safeguard the health, safety and welfare of anyone on its premises and both the Government and Health & Safety Executive advocated this.  Potentially there was a greater risk of liability during icy and snowy condition, than if reasonable action was not taken to clear it.  

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, had sought quotations as follows:

Online Playgrounds		Liquid de-icer 10L			£56.00 + VAT
= £5.60 per litre			will clear 25 sq m 2cm deep frost/snow OR 50 sq m as a preventative

Thermic Ice Melt		Granule de-icer 16kg			£46.32 + VAT
= £3.08 per kg			will clear 50 sq m 2cm deep frost/snow or can be used as preventative

Viking				Magic Ice melt 18.75kg			£46.32 + VAT
= £2.47 per kg			no information as to how much this will clear

	Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Cllr Brown

That the Council purchases Thermic Ice Melt de-icer at a cost of £46.32 + £9.26 VAT (total £55.58) for the treatment of the play areas during snowy and/or icy conditions.

For – 5			Against – 1			Abstentions – 0

The Clerk would order the de-icer.

12.3/26 Community Payback
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that there had been no indication when the Community Payback Team would be returning to the village.  Councillors and the Millenium Green trustees were asked to report any required jobs to the Chairman, Cllr Golding, for their return.

12.4/26 Police matters and Village Incidents/Vandalism reports
The Chairman, Cllr Golding, reported that antisocial behaviour was still vibrant in the Langridge Circle area.  She would contact Terry Jermy MP for any possible help and advice. 

12.5/26 SAM2 Locations
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

13/26	Highways and Transport Matters
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

14/26	Parish Partnership Scheme 2026/2027 – bids to be submitted by Monday, 1st December 2025
There was nothing to report to the meeting.

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
19.1. 
15/26	Meeting date
15.1/26 Date and time of the next meeting
The next meeting of the Council was scheduled to take place on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 7.00pm, in the Main Hall, Watlington Village Hall.

County Cllr Long and the member of public left the Council Chambers at 8.30pm.

16/26	Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S1)

Proposed – Chairman, Cllr Golding			Seconded – Vice Chairman, Cllr Leedell

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 Section 1, the press and public be excluded from the meeting in order to allow confidential items to be discussed.

All in favour

16.1/26   23/00030/F – Land off Rowan Close
See confidential report.

The Chairman, Cllr Golding, closed confidentiality and resumed the meeting.


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.33pm.
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